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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

.....................................................................................

In connection with Chof Av, the Yom Hilulah of the Rebbe’s
father, R Levi Yitzchak Schneerson OB"M, we present this
collection of short teachings from his works.

For it is on this day, that his Torah and Avodah at which
he toiled when he was alive in this world, shine. It is our
duty to learn from his ways. Therefore, we have printed a
few sichos from the Rebbe about his father’s devotion to
studying and spreading Torah.

May it be Hashem’s will that this will have the intended
effect and will strengthen us to keep our set times for Torah
study and to increase them.

Yagdil Torah

EXCERPTS FROM
THE REBBE’S SICHOS

His ENTIRE LIFE - TORAH STUDY
My father’s entire life and enthusiasm was to study
Torah in a manner of “Laafasha La,” to expand it and add
new insight in it. More specifically, his life was studying
pnimiyus haTorah in a manner of “Yisparnesun,” with a

clear understanding based on Chabad Chassidus.

(Hisvaduyos 5746 Vol. 1 p. 68 — Bilti Muga)

His CONNECTION TO TORAH

The name Levi Yitzchak has a special connection to Torah:
Levis connection to Torah is evident from the fact that
the job of (the tribe of ) Levi was to carry the Aron which
contained the Luchos and also to “teach Your laws to Yaakov
and Your Torah to Yisroel” (Devarim 33:10). Likewise, (the
name) Yitzchak has a unique connection to (the giving
of the) Torah, as it is known that the Shalosh Regalim
correspond to the three Avos. Shavuos corresponds to
Yitzchak for the blowing of the Shofar at Matan Torah was
from the Shofar of Yitzchak’s ram.

(Likutei Sichos vol. 29 p. 269)

THE REASON FOR THE Two “SIN’S”

IN YISSACHAR
I heard from my father the following explanation for why
the name Yissachar has two sin’s (10WW?): Yissachar’s
primary task and function was Torah study. Torah has two

dimensions, the revealed part and the hidden part. This is
hinted in Yissachar’s name which has two sin’s. However, only
the first sin is pronounced since it corresponds to the revealed
dimension of Torah. The second sin remains silent since it

corresponds to the hidden dimension of Torah.
(Hisvaduyos 5712 vol. 4 p. 156 - Bilti Muga)

To BRING THE DAYS OF MOSHIACH
I heard from my father the following explanation for the
terminology in the Mishnah (Brachos 12b) “Lehavee
Lyimos HaMoshiach,” “to include the days of Moshiach.
He asked: Why does the Mishnah use the unusual term
“Lehavee” as opposed to the more common term “Lerabos?”
His explanation was that the word “Lehavee” can also be
translated “to bring” Thus, the meaning of this phrase is that
we must “bring” the revelation of the days of Moshiach even
within our present state in this world. The revelation of the
days of Moshiach is a G-dly light that transcends the worlds.
It is not a revelation that is termed “Dai Machsoro,” that which
the world lacks, i.e. one that relates to the worlds. Rather, it
is a revelation that is termed ‘Ashirus,” wealth. In kabbalistic
terminology this refers to Pnimiyus Atik which transcends
even Yetzias Mitzraim. It is this G-dly light that we must

“bring” and draw down even now in this world.
(Sichos Kodesh 5719 p. 144 - Bilti Muga)

— —

AVAILABLE AT YAGDIL TORAH

YAGDIL TORAH IS HERE TO SERVE YIDDEN WITH ALL THEIR LIMUD

HATORAH NEEDS. WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A CHAVRUSA ANYWHERE;

WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF WEBSITE AND PHONE LINES FOR

ALL TYPES OF LEARNING, AN INTERESTING SELECTION OF SHIURIM TO

DOWNLOAD, AN INTERNATIONAL CHALUKAS HASHAS, LEARNING GUIDES

FOR CHASIDISHE YOMIM TOVIM, INSPIRATIONAL PUBLICATIONS AND A
SHIURIM PHONE-LINE.

IN CROWN HEIGHTS WE HAVE A BEAUTIFUL BEIS MIDRASH OPEN FULL
TIME, ONGOING AND SEASONAL SHIURIM, A THOROUGH DIRECTORY OF
SHIURIM AND MORE.
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A TENTH MAN FOR THE MINYAN
Late at night, under Soviet rule

The following story happened in the USSR
in 193S, a time when Soviet oppression was
at its peak, and the KGB was tracking all
Jewish activity as “counterrevolutionary”
and “anti-government.”

One night, at 11 PM, a knock was heard on
the door of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneersohn,
the chief rabbi of the city of Dnepropetrovsk.
An older woman entered the apartment. She
looked around nervously to make sure that
there was no one there besides the rabbi and
his family.

“Rabbi,” she whispered. “I have come from
adistant city that I cannot identify by name.
In another hour, at midnight, my daughter
and son-in-law will be here too. They are
both serving in high-level government
positions; coming here is fraught with
danger for them. It was only after I begged
and pleaded with them to go to a rabbi who
would arrange a proper Jewish wedding for
them that they promised me they would.
But they set the condition that the chupah
(wedding ceremony) would take place at
your home, honored rabbi, and nowhere
else. I came in advance to give you time to
prepare for their arrival”

At exactly midnight, the couple arrived. They
were immediately brought into a side room
so that no one would see them.

The rabbi began to prepare
for the marriage ceremony.
First, he needed to get a
minyan (quorum of ten
adult male Jews). By now
after midnight.
The streets were empty,
deserted; not a living
creature could be seen.
Where would it be possible
to get another eight—
aside from the rabbi and

it was
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groom—to compete a minyan at this hour?

The marriage needed to take place that
night at any cost. A delay could not be
afforded. It was necessary to get eight
“kosher” Jews—people who could be relied
upon to keep a secret and not tell anyone
what they had seen. Otherwise, the lives of
the rabbi, the young couple, and everyone

present would be in danger.

Within half an hour, the room held nine
men. Only one was missing, a tenth man

for the minyan.

What did the rabbi do?

In Rabbi Levi Yitzchak’s apartment building,
a young Jew had been assigned by the
government to serve as head of the housing
committee. It was his responsibility to spy and
keep careful tabs on any irregular movements
in the home of the rabbi, and verify that no

religious ceremonies were taking place.

It was to him that the rabbi sent a messenger,

asking him to come.

When he arrived, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak told
him that he wanted him to serve as the tenth
man of a minyan, so that he could conduct a
Jewish wedding for the young Jewish couple

that was getting married that night.
“Me?!?” he jumped back as if bitten by a snake.

N 'S TS YN

“Yes, you!”

The young man rushed to the windows and
closed all the shutters. Then he sat down quietly,
and alertly watched the unfolding events.

The rebbetzin bought a big tablecloth to
serve as the chupah canopy, and four of
those present, like living posts, held up its
four corners.

When the ketubah (marriage contract)
was drawn up, the bride and groom were
summoned from their hiding place in the
other room. The bride’s face was veiled, and
the groom tried to cover his face, too, so he
wouldn’t be recognized.

It was now 1:30 AM. The bride and groom
hurried to vacate the premises, as did all the
other participants . . .The ceremony began.
No candles were lit due to the bride and
groom’s fear of discovery. Seven circles were
conducted around the groom as is customary,
and the rabbi arranged the marriage and
recited the blessing over the wine. The groom
put the ring on the bride’s finger and said,
“Behold you are betrothed to me .. The
ceremony was complete.

It was now 1:30 AM. The bride and groom
hurried to vacate the premises, as did all the
other participants—except for two.

These were people who held Communist
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|, Party cards. They took
w| their cards out of their
pockets, approached Rabbi
Levi Yitzchak, and said

emotionally:

“As of now, Rabbi, we are
with you and we do not
want to part from you. All
of this”—pointing to their
cards—"is worth nothing

to us when we are with
you, honored rabbi ..
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