Summary: Vote YES on Proposition 421
Proposition 421 asks Tucson voters to renew the long‑standing franchise agreement that allows Tucson Electric Power (TEP) to operate within city streets, alleys, and public rights‑of‑way. These agreements are standard across Arizona and are essential for efficient utility service, cost‑effective upgrades, and fast repairs during outages. Supporters argue that Prop 421 maintains the rules that have kept service reliable for decades — without increasing electric bills. (Source: Arizona Daily Star, Sept. 9, 2026.)
Reliability and Efficient Operations
TEP has operated under its current franchise since 2000. Without a renewed agreement, utility crews would face slower permitting, higher costs, and delays in restoring power — especially during monsoon storms or extreme heat. Local leaders and organizations across the political spectrum support Prop 421 because it preserves stable, predictable operations and avoids disruptions to critical services.
What Prop 421 Actually Does — and Doesn’t Do
Franchise agreements do not set electric rates, determine energy sources, or regulate data centers. Claims that Prop 421 could resolve unrelated energy debates are inaccurate. The measure simply maintains the legal framework that allows TEP to work efficiently within city limits.
The Energy Collaboration Agreement (ECA)
If voters approve Prop 421, the City of Tucson and TEP will implement a voluntary Energy Collaboration Agreement developed after more than a year of public engagement. The ECA commits $2 million per year, increasing 2% annually, for community resilience and clean‑energy projects — totaling $64 million over 25 years. (Source: City of Tucson.)
These funds come from corporate resources and cannot be recovered through customer rates. Oversight will be provided by the City’s Commission on Climate, Energy, and Sustainability, with regular public review.
Community Benefits
The ECA can support:
· Bill assistance for low‑income households
· Home energy‑efficiency upgrades
· Resilience hubs with solar and battery storage
· Expanded tree canopy for heat relief
· Electric‑vehicle charging infrastructure
· Home solar and battery programs
· School outreach, internships, and apprenticeships in energy careers
These investments aim to strengthen heat preparedness, expand clean‑energy options, and improve affordability for residents.
Why Supporters Recommend a YES Vote
Supporters, including the Southern Arizona Energy Alliance, argue that Prop 421 protects reliability, avoids unnecessary service disruptions, and delivers significant new community benefits. They caution that rejecting the franchise could slow infrastructure work and delay outage repairs, creating risks during extreme weather.
Prop 421 maintains the existing 2.25% franchise fee, keeps electric bills unaffected, and unlocks long‑term investments in resilience and clean energy.
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