There’s a lot going on in Pima County!
There’s a lot going on in Pima County and it all has to do with expansion regardless of its impact on our community and environment. Project Blue’s 290-acre data center, City of Benson’s 200+ acre aluminum plant, Santa Rita Mountains 26 sq mile open pit mine, Linda Vista 52’s fifty-plus acre annexing, the 410-acre private airfield expansion in Marana, and the threat of opening Ironwood National Forest land to copper mining interests are just a few.

Despite community opposition over the impact of these projects on our living enjoyment and environment, elected officials and developers move ahead with their plans, often quietly, hoping that no one will notice. And sometimes making procedural changes without regard to proper process to achieve their agendas as suggested by angry citizens at a recent Benson City Council meeting when challenged about details of the aluminum plant construction.

Many of our elected leaders feel they need only shout jobs and revenue to justify their efforts. Even if the long-term outcome of these projects often cannot guarantee continuance of those jobs and revenue, but will permanently contaminate air, water, and our environment for generations. Where's the balance?

This edition of our newsletter outlines several issues that have popped up over the last few weeks. Project Blue’s 290-acre data center and the City of Benson’s 200+ acre aluminum plant. To do them justice, we are providing more details than some of our past articles. We want this information out there, so that our members will know what’s going on and can act if they are moved to do so. We will continue to monitor all of the projects mentioned above and keep our members updated in future newsletters.

You can support our neighbors and their fight for justice throughout Pima County by writing letters to state, county, city, and town officials, and attending meetings whenever possible. Ask our leaders to be thoughtful in their approach to growth and to consider all inhabitants of our county over the long term! Short-term gain often results in long-term pain.





"Project Blue" heads to Tucson City Council

3.6 billion data center slated for construction southeast of Tucson

Pima County recently voted the sale and rezoning of land needed to support Project Blue, a $3.6 billion data center, on a 290-acre campus, slated for construction southeast of Tucson. However, for the project to begin, the City of Tucson must annex the land into city limits so that the Tucson Water utility can provide water. That means the Mayor & City Council must approve the plan as well, and the ball is now in their court.

This controversial plan to build a large campus of data centers (a total of three county wide) for an undisclosed big tech company raises many red flags. For one, why is the “big tech company” undisclosed? Secondly, the Project Blue team has not revealed how much water or electricity will be used. When asked for additional details and specific information, elected officials can’t get good answers, and they are bound by non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) by sharing much of what little they do know. 

District Two Pima County Supervisor Matt Heinz supports the sale stating “The fact that we can find a public-private partnership like this to help us out is a really good thing. It’s a win-win, I think, for southern Arizona.” 

However, the Tucson Mayor and many members of the council are not convinced and are still gathering public input.

Ward Two Tucson City Council member Paul Cunningham submitted this statement: “Right now, the perceived shroud of secrecy that has accompanied Project Blue has made it very difficult to support. We have no specifics when it comes to water usage, energy use, and sustainability. Furthermore, a track record of buyer’s remorse has emerged from other communities who have built projects similar to this. These issues unresolved make me very skeptical. If we voted today; I’d vote no.” 

Note: Ward 3 Council Member - Kevin Dahl has also publicly come out as a “Hard No.”

Living Desert Alliance does not support this project as presented and will work with local environmental organizations, elected officials and the public in demanding to know specific information and measurable outcomes before offering our support.

Below are several links to learn more about this controversial project.

Click here for an in-depth analysis presented by Scott Krooksmer, Executive Committee Representative of LD17. Very informative.

Click here to review information from Tucson Mountains Association. It includes an interactive dashboard that allows you to explore different water and electrical use projections, as well as recent revelation about the project. It also includes contacts to elected officials so you can write to the Mayor and each member of the City Council individually with your thoughts.

Click here to review “Project Blue: the facts and our concerns.” Submitted by the Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection. A fact-based document outlining their concerns.


Project Blue Community Information Meeting
Wednesday, July 23rd, 
5–7pm
Mica Mountain High School 10800 E. Valencia Rd. 
Meeting will be live streamed for viewing at www.youtube/@cityoftucson

City Council study session
Wednesday August 6th at City Hall downtown. 
Time: TBA a week before the meeting.
Mayor & Council Chambers
City Hall, 1st floor
255 W. Alameda
﻿
The more people in the audience for these meetings, the better.
We need the Mayor & Council need to see how many people 
oppose this plan.

We will follow up with the exact time when it's announced.


Incoming Aluminum Plant Fires up Benson Community.

Demand from community to stop the project grows

﻿Environmental concerns dominated last week’s July 7th Benson Planning and Zoning Committee meeting, where residents packed the room to contest zoning changes and past approvals for industrial development.

A key item involved rezoning a 5.99-acre parcel from light to heavy industrial use for Engineered Concepts, a metal fabrication business.

While city staff highlighted compatibility and economic benefits, residents expressed concerns over potential health issues, water and electricity usage and proximity to Lions Park.

The +200-acre, 170,000sf industrial building plant is planned for AZ Highway 80 across from 7th street in Benson and extends to the San Pedro River. 

The 24/7 plant projected to process 300,000 tons of aluminum annually. Aluminum production has significant environmental impacts, primarily due to the energy-intensive processes involved in mining bauxite and refining it into aluminum, which contribute to greenhouse gas emissions. Additionally, mining can lead to habitat destruction, water pollution from runoff, risk of human contamination, air pollution, loud industrial traffic, and noise.

To get an idea of how the plant could impact the area and a community, watch this video. 

This is no joke folks! It must be stopped. 

Click here to learn how the citizens of Benson are rallying to overturn this project.

Click here to sign a petition to SAVE Our Health & Our River from Industrial Harm in Benson, AZ.

Public Meeting Scheduled

An AZ Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) informational meeting is scheduled for Monday July 28 6-9pm at the Benson School District cafeteria/ community room located at 360 S. Patagonia Street, Benson. 

ADEQ Air and Water staff who will answer your questions in real time. 

 Please attend, ask questions, and express your concerns. 

Support our neighbors and friends in Benson!


MEETING REMINDER

Linda Vista 52 Annexation
﻿August 6th!

Marana Town Council 
Wednesday, August 6th.
5:45PM (start time 6pm) 

Ed Honea Marana Municipal Complex 11555 W Civic Center Dr. Marana

At this meeting, unless something changes in the interim, the council will vote to accept or reject the Linda Vista 52 Annexation Plan, which includes the re-zoning and development of over 50 acres of land to include:
· 13 three-story apartment buildings (306 units)
· 142 single- and two-story houses as noted in the above photo.

We encourage all members to attend this meeting to voice your concerns and offer alternative suggestions about this project. 

Don't want to speak? No need to! Just showing up sends a clear message to the council that the community does not support the plan as it is currently presented.
Learn more by clicking below:

*** Alert *** Linda Vista 52 Annexation ***

Communities working together can make a difference!

We'll keep you posted
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BENSON — The hottest ticket in town on Monday night was the Benson Planning and Zoning committee meeting, where a packed house of residents awaited to hear details on the two major items on the agenda, a zoning change request and the approval of prior meeting minutes.

The public hearing for the rezoning of parcel 123-20- 016E from light industrial (I-1) to heavy industrial (I-2) for metal fabrication by Engineered Concepts was the main event. The parcel, 5.99 acres, is currently vacant commercial land. The rezoning process includes citizen review, a Planning and Zoning Commission public hearing, and a final council hearing on August 11, 2025.

The company fabricates and manufactures various metal products for municipal, state, and federal customers. The rezoning is necessary to comply with the city's zoning regulations for metal fabricators.

Favorable factors include job creation and industrial zoning needs but concerns were raised about the proximity to Lions Park and potential water consumption issues.

“There are fairly big lots that separate the Lions Park expansion, and then this parcel is surrounded, like we pointed out earlier, it's already surrounded by light industrial so a heavy industrial rezoning kind of fits in and shouldn't cause too much of an issue.” Abbie Johnson, Engineering Aide/Permit Technician, said.

Mary Lopez spoke out against the zoning change.

“I just want to say that, I just want to say that I'm not against the company. I'm against changing to a heavy industry," Lopez said. "If he comes in someone else might want to also. Could he just be given a conditional permit or something? I don't know what it takes, because I'm not against them,” Lopez said.

Discussion turned to possible action on the Consent Agenda, which included minutes of the May 5, Regular Meeting and minutes of the June 16 Regular Meeting, and amended minutes of the November 6, 2024, Regular Meeting.

It was the amendment to the November 6 meeting minutes that had concerned enough Benson residents to pack the meeting.

In November, the commission fielded an application for a conditional use permit regarding the height of a proposed building by Aluminum Dynamics, Inc. (ADI), a business intending to develop a recycling plant on the east side of town.


The proposed recycling plant has become a grave concern to hundreds of residents near the site, who fear that the potential of pollutants and environmental threats would be posed by the new business.

Besides air pollution and the impact on the San Pedro River’s ecosystem, residents worry the business will be consuming vast amounts of water.

There were several instances of people being out of order. The committee chair, Bill Mehrer, specifically warned attendees about clapping, giggling, and disruptive behavior, stating: "I have officers here. If you want to keep this up, we'll have you removed from the building. We need to stay in order for this entire meeting."

There were also some heated exchanges and interruptions during public comments that the chair tried to manage.

The audience shouted at the committee, asking that they separate the November minutes from the Consent Agenda before voting on it. Consent agendas are voted upon as a group of items, and no discussions are held. The council or committee will receive any details of the agenda before the meeting for consideration, but once at the meeting, the details are not up for discussion.

The move would have been allowed, but Mehrer appeared miffed at this point and voted the items through. “There is no public hearing on the main and this Consent Agenda,” Mehrer told the audience.

The committee discussed changing the quorum definition from "four or more members shall constitute a quorum" to a more flexible definition that would allow meetings to proceed with fewer members present.


Specifically, the city staff proposed changing the language to simply state that "a quorum shall be present," which would mean half or more of the commission members. This change was intended to help with attendance and allow provisions to happen more easily.

However, during the public hearing, some citizens like Crystal and Chris Broom spoke against reducing the quorum requirements, arguing that such a small number of people should not be making decisions for the city.

When the time for the “Call to the Public” portion of the meeting came, the committee heard from four speakers.

“I have just one question that I asked,” Dan Sprenkle said. “Why on November 6, were you in such a hurry like petulant children to approve a conditional permit to ADI, all you went off was what… Please don’t smirk at me.”

“I’m not smirking at you, and if you think I am, I can have you removed.” Mehrer shot back, pointing directly at Sprenkle.

“Put your finger down. You're not supposed to respond!” Someone shouted from the audience.

Sprenkle continued after the room quieted.

“Why did we not take the time to go do our own research about the plant? Why do we farm it out to a third party who had to a vested interest and get their input? And more importantly, why didn’t we go to the public, broad public, to get opinions about this?” Sprenkle asked. “And what really bothers me is the fact that this was snuck under the radar with seven people notified and attended in November."

Jacob Kartchner known for his long tenure with the Sheriff's Office and his recent run for County Supervisor, spoke next.

Jacob Kartchner reminded the comission, “Planning zoning needs to remember that they are first and foremost planners, and they need to really stick to that general development plan.”


“Planning and zoning needs to remember that they are first and foremost planners, and they need to really stick to that general development plan,” Kartchner began.

He spoke of “expendable resources such as water,” and the need to account for the amounts that a business like ADI would consume weighed against the promise of jobs.

Kristen Finnegan wasn’t done with the Consent agenda, insisting the November 2024 minutes could have been set aside. “I was wanting to request that this item be removed from the consent agenda and moved down for discussion this evening. I am opposed to these minutes being amended eight months after the fact,” she told the committee.

Finnegan referred to the planning and zoning Handbook by the Arizona Department of Commerce, page 28, under Consent and Action Items before a motion is made and a note is taken.

She reminded Mehrer of the procedure.

“The chair asks if any commissioner or member of the public would like any of the items removed from the consent agenda in order to hear discussion of the item. If no one objects, then a motion to approve the Consent Agenda is made and the vote taken. If any item is removed, it is put on the regular agenda, and the Commission can then move on to action items.”

Joseph Townsend, the president of Benson United, a nonprofit founded to advocate for the people of Benson and the surrounding community.

“I'm speaking tonight on behalf of myself, Benson United, and 85 other concerned citizens who have signed a written petition regarding the planning and zoning Commission's November 6, 2024, approval of a conditional use permit,” Townsend said.


“We believe that the public notice and agenda for that meeting were legally insufficient under Arizona law,” Townsend continued.

Kathleen Kitty Haynes warned that the proposed plant was in “disharmony with the land use parcel policies,” and suggested the Airport Industrial Park area may be better suited for an aluminum recycling plant.

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality ADEQ will hold an informal community meeting on July 28, at 6 p.m. at the Benson School District Cafeteria/Multi-Purpose Building, 360 S. Patagonia Street. ADEQ staff will explain the permitting process and the environmental protection that the ADI permit will deliver.

The meeting will also involve an informal question-and-answer session, although any comments provided at the informal community meeting are not considered formal public comment. It will present the next opportunity for groups to speak out against ADI’s project.
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