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August 20, 2026
Pinal County Board of Supervisors,
My name is Brad D'Emidio, President of the  Living Desert Alliance (LDA), a nonprofit organization representing more than 1,800 members dedicated to Keeping our Desert and Community Livable and Thriving.
Pinal County is facing a defining moment. The proposed LA Osa data center is not a routine development — it is a massive, high‑intensity industrial complex that would bring heavy infrastructure demands, extreme energy and water consumption, round‑the‑clock noise, traffic, and significant light pollution.
What makes this proposal especially alarming is where it would be built: immediately adjacent to Ironwood Forest National Monument and directly inside the Ironwood–Picacho wildlife linkage, one of the last remaining corridors connecting protected and undeveloped desert landscapes. This linkage is essential for wildlife movement, ecological resilience, and long‑term habitat viability. As development pressure accelerates across the region, safeguarding these remaining connections is not optional — it is urgent.
Approving a project of this magnitude in such a sensitive location would permanently alter the ecological character of the area and undermine decades of conservation work. This is simply not an appropriate site for a large‑scale data center.
Pinal County is currently developing an ordinance to establish standards for data center development — a thoughtful and necessary process. But major proposals like LA Osa are moving forward before those standards are finalized.
Allowing large industrial projects to advance while the County is still writing the rules risks letting individual developers shape policy through precedent rather than allowing the County to adopt strong, comprehensive standards that guide future growth.
I, and the over 1800 LDA members I represent, urge Pinal County leaders to pause, evaluate, and deny approval of the LA Osa data center until the County’s data center regulations are complete and approved. Protecting the Ironwood–Picacho landscape now ensures that future development is guided by policy — not by pressure.

Respectfully,
Brad D'Emidio , President, Living Desert Alliance
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