Lost Canyon Tells the Story of Barrel Canyon 
Barrel Canyon, in the northern Santa Rita Mountains, caught the attention of many Living Desert Alliance members almost a year ago, when it was the site of a successful BioBlitz. More than 40 participants made 600 observations, resulting in a confirmed list of more than 200 plant and animal species in the canyon.
In the months following the BioBlitz, exploration has continued. Now several threatened or endangered species have been added to the list of plants and animals. In July, five people confirmed, for the first time, the appearance of the federally-listed “threatened” bird, the Western Yellow-Billed Cuckoo. In August, LDA member Dave DeGroot got the first nighttime photos of a “near-threatened” nectarivorous bat feeding at an agave in Upper Barrel Canyon. Two weeks ago, an “endangered” plant, Bartram’s Stonecroft a.k.a. Patagonia Mountain Leatherpetal, was confirmed to be in the Barrel Canyon area. And it’s quite possible that one of the recently seen Mexican jaguars has been in the Upper Barrel Canyon area. A dozen years ago, a jaguar was positively identified in the Barrel Canyon area.
The stories of these new plant and animal sightings are in the new book, Lost Canyon. 
In addition, the book tells the story of human activities in Barrel Canyon, beginning with Archaic hunter-gatherers several thousand years ago, and then the Hohokam people approximately a thousand years ago. Then came the Spanish silver seekers, the Anglo gold seekers, settlers and their bloody conflicts with the Apaches, and beginning about 150 years ago, the copper miners.   
The final chapter offers suggestions for hiking segments of the Arizona Hiking Trail, which parallels Barrel Canyon and then crosses through it as it proceeds north toward the Catalina Mountains. Interesting fact: Dale Shewalter, the founder of the Arizona Trail, came up with the idea of creating the now-famous trail 50 years ago while hiking in the northern Santa Rita Mountains.
Dave DeGroot, the author, was a co-organizer of the BioBlitz. Another of his books was ranked by the Arizona Daily Star as one of the top ten books by a southern Arizona writer in 2025.
Lost Canyon is available for $15 plus $4 shipping from Green Tree Productions LLC, PO Box 562, Rillito, AZ 85654 or by emailing SouthArizonaDave@Gmail.com.  Venmo and PayPal accepted.
 It will also be available on Feb. 13 at the Miller-Golf Links Library (Golf Links and Harrison Road) at 10:30 a.m. when DeGroot talks about making the book and hiking in and around Barrel Canyon.
