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YOUR VOTE CAN CHANGE THE COURSE OF HISTORY

Before voting in our upcoming election, consider the future of Arizona and our nation as a whole, for generations to come. 

Unfortunately, voters often focus on a single issue––be it race, religion, gun policy, abortion, sexual orientation, the stock market, immigration, etc.–– and ignore the bigger picture.  Why?  It takes a lot of effort to dig beneath the barrage of heavily financed political hype during pre-election campaigns. And beware of social media posts––––the key source of information consumed by younger voters. Such sites are inherently biased and offer us a mixed bag, often filled with more fiction than facts. 

In this sea of campaign noise, how can we prepare for a trip to the ballot box?  For starters, there are reputable organizations devoted to analyzing the credentials, policies, performance, finances, and voting records of each candidate. Here are four helpful easy-to-navigate websites:

VOTE SMART  (https://www.VoteSmart.org)
Founded 30+ years ago by a group of Republicans, Democrats, and Independents, Vote Smart has become a trusted source for detailed fact sheets on candidates and elected officials across America. This group has been honored with Five Stars from Great NonProfits and a Platinum Award from Candid and Guidestar.

FACT CHECK  (https://www.FactCheck.org)
This nonpartisan, nonprofit “consumer advocate” project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania closely monitors the factual accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political players in the form of TV ads, debates, speeches, interviews and news releases. You can even “Ask a Question” about the accuracy of a social media post, a popular feature of this website. 

CENTER FOR RESPONSIVE POLITICS  (https://www.OpenSecrets.org)
This non-partisan group monitors money in American politics:  financial data on elections, political funding, donors, lobbying, ballot measures, and more.

ARIZONA CLEAN ELECTIONS  (https://AZCleanElections.gov)
An informative non-partisan government website specifically designed to educate Arizona voters, initiated in 1998 when voters passed The Citizens Clean Elections Act This attractive website is packed with handy info related to campaign finances, election security, candidate debates, and a robust VOTER EDUCATION GUIDE (https://www.azcleanelections.gov/voter-education-guide/) with voter registration assistance, critical election dates, voting locations, a “Candidate Statement Pamphlet,” and your voting options––absentee, by mail, early in person, or on election day. 

The Citizens Clean Elections Commission and the Arizona Media Association are the primary sponsors of political debates in Arizona, offering voters a great opportunity to see and hear candidates in person. These debates are available through 40+ local newspapers, radio, TV stations, and CCEC’s website (https://azmedia.org/2026-arizona-political-debates/).

For weekly in-depth non-partisan analyses of state and national news by expert journalists, visit the AZPM The Press Room Hub (https://tv.azpm.org/schedules/series/PRRM%20%20/) for scheduled programming on PBS-6 or their Election Center (https://news.azpm.org/elections/) for articles and recorded debates. And Arizona Horizon offers daily coverage on Arizona PBS/Channel 8 or on the  AZPBS Now YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/@AZPBSNow).

The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is a highly honored non-partisan, not-for-profit “watchdog” charity that studies, among other things, what’s happening in our nation’s capital.  The NRDC has been diligently documenting the White House’s coordinated effort to dismantle decades of hard-won bipartisan legislation designed to safeguard the air we breathe, the water we drink, the public lands we treasure, and the natural systems on which all life depends. View their list, now topping 550 harmful actions:  White House Watch (https://www.nrdc.org/resources/white-house-watch-tracking-attacks-our-environment-health). Their conclusion:  the Trump administration is, by far, the most destructive presidential administration in history when it comes to the environment and public health. 
Polls from the Pew Research Center  (https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/politics-policy/trust-in-government/)  between 1958 and 2025 show that public trust in our government is hovering around its all-time low, and dropped sharply in 2025. Afraid of losing favors from corporate lobbyists and political “elites,” many of the politicians now in office lack the courage to say “NO” or make intelligent compromises. Vote them out–– change starts at the local level.
Election outcomes are sometimes decided by razor-thin margins, so EVERY VOTE COUNTS and scrutinizing each candidate is time well spent. Voting remains the cornerstone of our democracy, and our future depends on your participation. 
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