
Contemplative Ecology in This Time of Need 

an online retreat with Br. Aidan Owen 

 

July 10 and 11, 2020 

Br. Aidan Owen, OHC is the guestmaster and groundskeeper at Holy Cross Monastery, an Episcopal 
Benedictine monastery in New York's Hudson Valley. He writes and teaches on the intersection of 
Christian contemplative spirituality, ecology, and craft. When he's not overseeing the Monastery's guest 
ministry, you'll find him hiking or quilting. 

 

"The animacy of the world is something we already know, but the language of animacy teeters on 
extinction," writes ecologist and spiritual writer Robin Wall Kimmerer. How do we learn to walk softly on 
the earth that sustains us? How do we begin, once again, to practice reverence for God's first revelation: 
the creation? How do we learn the language of animacy once more? As plague surrounds us, and the 
effects of unchecked capitalism ravage our planet and its people, we children of God have a 
responsibility and an opportunity to offer a different way of being. God is calling us to live softly, 
sweetly, and tenderly with the whole of creation and with one another. That is our hope and that is our 
challenge today. Br. Aidan will engage these questions and will point toward a way forward, more 
intentionally linking our spirituality with our ecology than many of us are used to doing. 

We'll gather for three sessions over Zoom: 

Friday, July 10th, 7-8.30pm EDT: "Our Common Heritage: Reclaiming the Animacy of the Created World" 

Saturday, July 11th, 10-noon EDT: "From Betrayal to Hope: How Life Comes out of Death" 

Saturday, July 11th, 1-3pm EDT: "A Religion of Beauty: Moving into Contemplation in Nature" 

Each talk will provide time for quiet prayer and opportunity for participants to engage one another, the 
material, and the presenter. 

    Suggested donation $60 

 

 

 

 

 



Hildegard of Bingen: Wisdom for Today 

July 17-18, 2020 

with Marjory Zoet Bankson  

 

 Bankson is an author, working potter, and seasoned spiritual guide from the Church of the 
Saviour (CoS) community in Washington, DC. Her books, Call to the Soul and Creative Aging 
present a spiral template for discerning call at every stage of life. Marjory chairs the CoS 
Council, publishes their quarterly newsletter, Callings, and curates the CoS website, 
inwardoutward.org. Her sermons are available at seekerschurch.org. 

     

Explore your gifts, vision and call with Hildegard of Bingen, 12th century healer, 
teacher, political realist and guided mystic. 

In a time of political turmoil along the Rhine River, Hildegard claimed her visions 
and protected her communities of women. She founded two Benedictine 

monasteries and kept them independent with her earthy wisdom and practical 
theology. As an “uneducated” woman, she was both creative and courageous 

throughout her long life. A fervent advocate for monastic reform, it took nearly a 
thousand years for the Church to recognize her impact and make her                      

a saint in 2012. Using Hildegard’s words and visual images, we will explore her 
wisdom to deepen our own capacity for living with courage and compassion in a 

chaotic world. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Meister Eckhart Retreat 

with Fr. Brian Pierce, OP 

July 31-August 1, 2020 

 

Fr. Brian Pierce is an Itinerant Preacher from Dominican Friars of the Province of 
St. Martin de Porres and the author of We Walk the Path Together, which 
explores the exciting link between Thich Nhat Hanh and Meister Eckhart 

It might be helpful for the people who want to be part of this weekend sharing to 
consider getting the book We Walk the Path Together (Orbis Books, Orbis Books, 
Maryknoll, NY).   This book looks at certain themes from two very different lenses, 
which are actually very similar lenses:  Eckhart and Thich Nhat Hanh. 

Sessions 

Friday July 31 - 7:00 – 8:30 Eastern Time 

Saturday, August - 10:00 – 11:30 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM Eastern Time 

 

 


