
Toward a Post-Pandemic 

Reclamation of Church and Country 

A Virtual Retreat with Father Guerric 

July 3 and 4, 2020 

Time: Friday, 7:00 -8:30 PM (Eastern Time) 

Saturday, 10:00 AM – Noon and 1:00 – 3:00 PM (Eastern Time) 

 

You will be asked to journal on what touched you in each section of the following papers. 

When the retreat opens you will be asked to share your journal with five to eight others. 

You will be invited to then journal on what touched you in your small group and share that with them. 

Each section of the retreat will contribute to your own personal statement on how you wish to emerge from 
the pandemic. 

The following two articles will serve as the basis for this retreat. Here are excerpts: 

 

Pandemic Reflection: Revolution by Br Don Bisson 

These weeks of lockdown have created for many of us the opportunity for deep reflection which has challenged 
the way we live and the way we perceive reality. As a spiritual director, listening to folks while experiencing the 
pandemic has clarified and also challenged many beliefs I have held to for a long time. These weeks of waiting, 
the slowed pace and isolation along with the inability to receive comfort from the usual rites of public grief 
reinforce the sense that our lives will be permanently changed. I believe the temptation issued by the evil one in 
our midst is to magically turn the clock back to pre-pandemic times, as if this has been a shady dream. Evil 
stagnates, freezes and results in rigid egocentricity. Change and transformation are of God, especially when I 
have not chosen them but had them foisted upon me by reality. The growing public demand, beyond all reason, 
is to return to normal is an echo of the tempter’ voice saying, “Don’t see the truth.” Obedience to this command 
brings us back to inflationary selves acting out in flag waving and cultic assemblies of adoring crowds. We are 
tired of struggle, failures of leadership, and thousands of innocent men and women dying in our midst. They 
declare, “So what, if we lose 2-3% of children who return to schools, we can’t afford to wait any longer! “ 

Church as Contemplative Servant for A Post Pandemic World by Fr. Joe Kerrigan 

In these traumatic times, the bottom seems to have fallen out (at least temporarily) of conventional parish life along with 
other traditionally stable societal givens. The future seems adrift.   

A monastery offers clarity of structure and purposefulness. The Australian Trappist Father Michael Casey wrote, 
“Monastic life is the diametric opposite of aimless living.”  

Are there some edges of that life that can provide dynamic focus, direction and hope for the wider church and 
uncertain world going forward? … Can we envision a post-pandemic church, at least in part, of contemplative servants? 

 


