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Remembering Peter J McGirr 
 
Peter McGirr served as a fighter pilot in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II, flying the formidable Northrop 
P-61 Black Widow, the first American aircraft specifically 
designed as a night fighter. 
 
On the night of April 11, 1945, Peter and his crew of three 
aboard their aircraft, Frontdoor 50, took off from Pontedera 



Airfield at 20:56 hours for an intruder and bombing mission 
targeting the Ghedi Aerodrome. After confirming takeoff 
with base command, all contact was lost. Despite repeated 
attempts to reestablish communication, Frontdoor 50 was 
never heard from again. 

 

 
That very night, according to Smithsonian Magazine, 
marked the most successful single night of combat for 
the P-61 Black Widow during the entire war. U.S. night 
fighter crews downed 14 Luftwaffe aircraft, many of 
them Junkers and transport planes, as they attempted 
to resupply encircled German forces. 
 
Peter McGirr's final mission was part of this pivotal 
night—his courage and sacrifice is forever linked to a 
turning point in the air war over Europe. 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 


