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What is your role at the Begun Center? Describe the work you 
do. What brought you to the Begun Center? 
 
I am Department Administrator for the Begun Center and I’m responsible 
for many things. Most importantly, I oversee all funded projects from 
coordinating the grant submission to monitoring appropriate expenditures 
within the budget and closing a project out with a zero balance. I’m also 
the main contact and coordinator for all Center hiring, helping to 
determine staffing on various projects and ensuring nearly 50 people get 
paid every month.  
 
I was a Grants Manager for Cuyahoga County in 2011 when I heard 
through the grapevine that Dan Flannery was moving his research center 
from Kent State University to CWRU, and he couldn’t bring his Grants 
Manager with him. So I called him up, we met for breakfast, and I 
convinced him that I’d be an asset to his Center. The rest is history. 
 
You have been with the Begun Center since the move to Case 
Western Reserve University in 2011. What are some of the most 
interesting changes and areas of growth you have seen?  

 
When I assisted Dan in moving his center in 2011, he brought with him about 15 staff members and approximately a 
million dollars in funding. Since then we’ve grown to about 50 staff and students and over six million dollars in 
annual funding. It’s impressive to see that kind of growth over time! The reputation of the Center has flourished and 
we see new partners approaching us all the time. That’s a testament to the work being done by the researchers and 
trainers Dan brought with him and those we’ve hired over the years.  
 
What are a few accomplishments that you have been most proud of during your career? 
 
I’m particularly proud of finally finding my niche in my career. I started off as a social worker because I cared about 
making a difference in the lives of those experiencing trauma or violence, but I wasn’t very good at it honestly. I am 
good at keeping a large center organized, keeping projects financially healthy and I still get to make a difference in 
those people’s lives, just in a different way.  
 
When you’re not working, what do you like to do in your free time?   
 
I enjoy spending time with my family of course but when I get free time, which isn’t too often, you’ll find me either 
outside running or curled up on the couch binging a Netflix show.  
 
If you were given $1,000 and had to spend it on something fun for yourself, what would you buy? 
 
A new pair of running shoes and decent seats to either a Cavs or Indians playoff game. 


