
 

 

 
 

Easter 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of Courage and EnCourage, 
 
These are the days of our Easter joy.  As we spiritually stand together in the light of the 
Paschal Candle, the words of the Easter Proclamation, the Exsultet, still echo in our ears 
from the liturgy of Holy Saturday: 
 

This is the night 
that even now, throughout the world, 
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices 
and from the gloom of sin, 
leading them to grace 
and joining them to his holy ones.  

 
As Catholics we are truly “set apart”, consecrated to the Lord as his holy people.  As 
members of the worldwide family of Courage International, we rejoice that the Lord not 
only joins us to himself, but also unites us to one another in bonds of friendship and 
support as we pursue holiness with the help of his grace.  What a debt of gratitude we 
owe to the Lord for all that he has given us, especially through the Courage and 
EnCourage apostolates. 
 
We have received these gifts as a legacy, as an inheritance from our founders, Cardinal 
Terence Cooke, Father Benedict Groeschel, CFR, Father (now Cardinal) Edwin O’Brien, 
and especially our beloved founding director, Father John F. Harvey, OSFS.  This month, 
on April 14, we mark the one hundredth anniversary of Father Harvey’s birth, a time 
of jubilee and thanksgiving for all of us.  Father’s wish “to be remembered as being 
faithful to a mission” is our watchword, throughout this year and into the future. 
 
Since I last wrote to you, we have been advancing the mission that Father Harvey left to 
us, especially by expanding our outreach in new locations.  New Courage and 
EnCourage chapters have been established in dioceses like Joliet, Ill.; Santa Fe, N.M.; 
Knoxville, Tenn.; San Diego and Orange, Calif.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; Madison, Wisc.; 



 

 

and even Paisley, Scotland, where the bishop himself has agreed to serve as the 
chaplain.  Rossana Goñi, our Courage Latino coordinator, and I travelled to Guatemala 
in late January, and we are hopeful that in the coming months new chapters will be 
started there, as well as in the Dominican Republic.  These will be the sixteenth and 
seventeenth nations in which Courage International will have a presence. 
 
We have also made great strides in spreading the Good News of chastity to the wider 
Church community.  In my last letter, I shared with you the new Truth and Love 
website (truthandlove.com); the resource library found there has been expanded to 
include a blog featuring commentary by theologians, philosophers and others who are 
engaging the secular conversation around identity and sexuality with the authentic 
perspective of the Church.  This spring we launched a completely refreshed website 
for Courage and EnCourage themselves (couragerc.org), which aims to be more 
accessible to current members and more attractive to potential ones. 
 
Included with this letter is a brochure for the 30th Annual Courage and EnCourage 
Conference, which will be held at Villanova University in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia.  The conference itself runs from Thursday, July 12, through Sunday, July 
15, and is preceded by a formation day for clergy on July 11.  Many of this year’s 
speakers knew and worked with Father Harvey, and the conference will be a 
celebration of his centennial and of the legacy he has left us.  I hope that you will be able 
to join us.  Please also mark your calendars for our next Truth and Love Conference, 
which will be held in Hartford, Connecticut, from October 22 to 24, and share those 
dates with our target audience, the clergy, religious and laity who serve your diocese 
and your parish in pastoral ministry. 
 

O wonder of your humble care for us! 
O love, O charity beyond all telling, 
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son! 

 
Truly, God’s care of our apostolate has been wonderful! In the past few months I have 
had the privilege to attend regional retreats organized by Courage members around 
the United States, and the presence of the Holy Spirit was palpable as we took time for 
prayer, reflection and fellowship.  This fall we will gather our EnCourage members for 
a retreat as well, which I hope will be a first step toward a full schedule of regional 
EnCourage retreats in the near future.  On one occasion when Father Harvey was 
introduced to Pope Saint John Paul II, the Holy Father told him that “Courage is doing 
the work of God!” Building a life of prayer and dedication is a goal of Courage and 
EnCourage alike, because we know that our mission is God’s work, not our own, and 
that it is impossible without his Providence and his grace. 



 

 

O truly blessed night, 
when things of heaven are wed to those of earth, 
and divine to the human.   

 
Among the most precious gifts of Divine Providence to our apostolate are you, the 
friends and benefactors who support our mission.  I hope that, especially in this 
anniversary year, you will continue to place the things of earth at the service of the 
things of heaven, and assist us financially according to your means.  Your most 
generous gift —perhaps you will consider a larger gift than usual this time, to mark 
Father Harvey’s 100th birthday — will help us to remain faithful to our mission to 
provide pastoral care for our members and continuing formation for the Church’s 
pastoral ministers. 
 
I am also counting on your prayers, and invite you to pray the enclosed Jubilee Prayer 
for the Courage and EnCourage apostolates.  This prayer originated at the suggestion 
of our members, who asked for a way to stay more spiritually connected to the work of 
the apostolate in their daily prayers.  Beginning in April, the staff of the Courage Office 
will recite this prayer each day, after we pray the Angelus at noon.  I invite you to 
include it in your daily prayers as well, and to share it with those who have a heart for 
our work. 
 

It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart  
and with devoted service of our voice,  
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father,  
and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten. 

 
I am sincerely grateful for your collaboration in the work of Courage International.  
Together, we give glory to God for the gifts of his grace when we are faithful to the 
mission he has entrusted to us.  Thank you for sharing Father Harvey’s legacy with us, 
and for helping us to preserve and expand it for the present and the future.  Be sure that 
you and your loved ones will be remembered in my prayers, and those of our members 
and chaplains.   
 
 
        Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
        Father Philip G. Bochanski 
        Executive Director 


