
	

	

    Easter 2019 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the wee hours of the morning of the first Good Friday, every bishop and priest in the Church 
abandoned Christ.  One of them found his way back a few hours later, and was with the Lord at 
the foot of His Cross.  The others hid behind locked doors in fear and shame, until that Sunday 
evening, when “Jesus came and stood among them” (Jn 20:19).  Perhaps they expected Him to 
be wrathful, to reproach them for their lack of faith and their shameful behavior.  Instead, He 
greeted them with words that echo through the ages of the life of the Church: 
 
“Peace be with you.” 
 
Then, St John relates, “He showed them His hands and His side” (v. 20), which bore the 
wounds of His Passion, now transformed into eternal reminders of the depth of His love.  
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (v. 21).  
Having received His mercy and the gift of the Holy Spirit (v. 22), they were sent forth as 
ministers of mercy and reconciliation (v. 23), to proclaim the Good News of salvation and 
redemption by their words, by the sacraments, and by the example of their lives.  
 
The crisis through which the Church is passing in these days, with so many revelations of 
sexual misconduct and failure of leadership on the part of some priests and bishops, may tempt 
us to despair.  But once again, the Risen Lord stands in our midst, proclaiming peace and 
calling us to hope and trust in His power to cleanse and purify the Church, by calling His 
priests and bishops to conversion, integrity and holiness.  As people of faith we know very well 
the power of God to bring tremendous good out of situations of terrible evil.  I can testify that 
He is doing just that in many ways, not least of which is the witness of the Courage apostolate. 
 
The roots and details of the crisis are complex and multi-faceted, but it is undeniable that 
homosexuality has played a role.  As a result, the perennial teaching of the Church on same sex 
attractions and homosexual acts has taken on new prominence in discussions both in the 
Church and with the secular world.  I am glad to say that Courage International has been able 
to add our voice to this conversation, through social and print media, local and national 
conferences, and consultation with seminary rectors, vocation directors and bishops both in the 
United States and abroad.  As they commit themselves anew to proclaiming the truth with 
clarity and charity, more bishops are establishing Courage and EnCourage chapters in their 
dioceses.  This year saw the establishment of new chapters in the Archdiocese of Washington 
and the Dioceses of Orlando and Providence, as well as three new chapters in The Philippines. 



	
	

	
	

The new chapter that I am most proud of is a “virtual” chapter, an online Courage meeting 
specifically for priests who experience same sex attractions and are committed to living their 
chaste celibate commitment with integrity.  To see how these priests support and encourage one 
another, in the spirit of fellowship and chaste friendship that characterizes every Courage 
chapter, is an inspiration to me, as well as a challenge to live my own priestly commitments 
ever more faithfully.  I trust that you will keep these newest Courage members in your prayers. 
They are surely praying for you. 
 
As we prepare to gather for our annual Courage and EnCourage Conference in Chicago this 
July, we will have much to pray about, and much to celebrate.  The healing of the Church is an 
ongoing process, and much remains to be done to restore trust.  But already we are seeing 
God’s mercy at work, and if the Resurrection teaches us anything, it is that Christ keeps His 
promises, and will stop at nothing to save, heal and restore us.  Our conference theme this year 
is Courageous Friendship: Inspiring Hope and Renewal.  I hope that you will be able to attend the 
Conference this year, to reconnect with old friends and to make new ones, and to pray with us 
for a renewal of our apostolate and of the Church.  Details about the Conference are enclosed 
with this letter. 
 
Your support of the apostolate is as vital as ever.  As our outreach expands, so must our staff 
and the teaching resources we produce, and so I am asking you to prayerfully consider making 
a contribution to support our work.  About half of our annual budget comes from individual 
donors like you, and if we can rely on your support, the Courage Office team and I can devote 
our time and energy to teaching, responding to inquiries and requests for help, and especially to 
the in-person pastoral care that is at the heart of our apostolate.  May God reward your 
generosity with many blessings. 
 
“To deny that the power of God’s grace enables those with homosexual attractions to live 
chastely,” the late Cardinal Francis George once said, “is to deny, effectively, that Jesus has 
risen from the dead.” But Christ is risen, truly risen, and we rejoice in His return to us and that 
He shares with us His risen Life.  Courage and EnCourage are doing His work, and His grace 
will have its effect in our lives.  Thank you for being part of the Courage and EnCourage family, 
and for sharing in our mission to serve the Church and the world in His Name. 
 
 
 
    Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
    Father Philip G. Bochanski 
    Executive Director 
 


