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Director’s Corner 
Pope John Paul II and the Rosary 

by Fr. John Harvey, OSFS      
  
Our Holy Father declared that this year is the year of the Rosary. In the critical state of a world with 
grave danger of war with Iraq and with threats of terroristic attacks upon our civilization, there is 
need for intense prayer and penance. The Rosary must become the prayer of the faithful, such as it 
was in 1571 when Pope St. Pius V launched a crusade of the Rosary to turn back the Turks from 
invading Western Europe (See G.K. Chesterton’s poem "Lepanto"). So there is nothing new in 
turning to the Blessed Mother when the Church needs help. More recently, the Holy Father has 
proposed five new decades of the Rosary which express major themes and events in the Public Life 
of Jesus. At the same time, he pointed out that in the recitation of the mysteries of life, appropriate 
scriptural texts should be announced as one begins a particular decade of the Rosary. As I describe 
each decade, I shall provide appropriate scriptural texts for meditation. 

Decade 1: John the Baptist Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan - "After Jesus was baptized, he came up 
from the water and behold, the heavens were opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming upon Him. And a voice from the heavens said, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’ " Matthew 3:16-17 

One can think about the Heavenly Father’s pleasure in Jesus, who in His human nature is our 
representative with the father. As Jesus was baptized, he represented all of us in our human nature, 
restored from sin by the power of Christ working in us. 

Decade 2: Jesus and Mary at the Marriage Feast of Cana - "On the third day, there was a 
wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the Mother of Jesus was there... When the wine ran short, the 
Mother of Jesus said to Him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, how does this 
concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.’ His Mother said to the servers, ‘Do whatever He 
tells you.’ " John 2: 1-11 

Jesus decided to work His first miracle to keep the bride and groom from embarrassment. You see 
his human kindness. Notice also that Jesus worked His first miracle at the request of His Mother! 

Decade 3: The Proclamation of His Kingdom - This mystery can be seen in many of the public 
statements of Jesus during His three years of public life. I shall select the following text from 
Matthew 4:15-16 "Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in darkness have seen a great light; on those who dwell 
in the land and shadow of death, a light has dawned.” 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy when He said, "Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand." 
During Advent season, we need to go over these words of Jesus: Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is close. It’s a time of joy when we look forward to developing a closer relationship with 
Jesus Himself. In the light of love, we repent of sin and turn to Him more readily. 



One can also meditate upon other scriptural passages about His Kingdom, like the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5:6-7) One needs to dwell upon a particular saying or action of Jesus. 

  
Decade 4: The Transfiguration of Jesus Upon Mt. Tabor - "After six days, Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John and led them up a high mountain by themselves, and He was transfigured before 
them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as light." Matthew 17: 1-3 

Jesus did this to encourage His disciples who would soon be frightened, as they would see Him 
persecuted and put to death. Do we also need encouraging in remaining loyal to Christ and His 
Church in our times? As Jesus was transformed on Mount Tabor, we can be transformed by His 
grace during our reflection on this mystery. 

Decade 5: The Institution of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper - "Then He took the bread, 
said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body which will be given up for 
you; do this in memory of me.’ And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you.’ " Luke 22:19-20 

These words concerning the institution of the Holy Eucharist are also found in Matthew 26:26-29 
and in Mark 14:22-25. They are found in the canon of the Mass. As one recites this decade, he 
recalls Jesus ordaining His first priests. In every Mass, a human priest offers up the Saviour as a 
victim of unbloody sacrifice, and from this holy sacrifice come all kinds of graces to strengthen us 
in our journey towards heaven. One of the principal graces is the reception of Holy Communion. 

The Rosary is meant to be a meditation. Whether one says the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious, or 
Luminous Mysteries, one seeks to reflect on the life of Christ and His Mother. John Paul II says that 
in the Rosary, we contemplate Christ as His Mother did. To be sure, it is not easy to reflect on the 
life of Christ when one is distracted by worries or preoccupations of various sorts. There are books 
which provide scriptural passages explaining the mysteries of the Rosary (read From Genesis to 
Revelation - Seven Scriptural Rosaries by Christine Haapala). 

As we begin a new liturgical year, a year in which our Holy Father wants us to restore the Rosary to 
home life and to our private life of devotion, we resolve to learn how to meditate upon each decade 
of the Rosary. Years ago, shortly after Vatican II, some priests regarded the Rosary as 
“monotonous". At wakes, they would read passages from the Old and New Testaments in place of 
the Rosary. Now we have put the Rosary back into wakes. If we say the Rosary as a meditation, it 
will not be boring. 

An Irish Holy Cross Father, Patrick Payton, whose cause is up for beatification, used to talk about 
the Rosary on radio stations all over the country. He aimed his preaching at families. He used to say, 
"The family that prays together, stays together." Let us, the Courage family, pray the Rosary 
together during this Advent season! 


