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Interested in solving problems that 
matter? 
 
Welcome to World Series of Innovation 
(WSI).  
 
We celebrate global youth 
entrepreneurship and the power of 
innovative ideas.  



Join the 
Challenge 

Design Thinking Stories to Inspire 
Making a Great 

Entry 
Need some help? 

 

 

 

 

Are you up for the challenge?  

See if you can think like an 

entrepreneur. 

 

The NFTE World Series of Innovation 

lets kids and teens from all over 

come up with awesome ideas to help 

the world. It's all about the big goals 

the UN set for making our planet 

better. Ready to join in? 
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Got awesome ideas? Are you aged 11-24? 

This kit is just for you! 
 

Kick Off!         
How to Join 

The Challenge Steps 

 

Coming Up with an Idea (Design Thinking)   
Understanding Design Thinking 

What Are the World's Big Goals? 

Let’s Practice Design Thinking 

 

Stories to Inspire: 
Tyron's Tale 

Buddy’s Bug Burger 

Flex Charge  

 

Making a Great Entry  
 

Need Some Help?      
Guide to Submitting Your Idea 
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Join the Challenge!         
 

Can I Join?  
Are you between 11 and 24 years old? Then, you can join! WSI wants you to share 

your cool ideas. 

 

Step 1: Make Your Team   
Click on "Get Started". 

Put in your name and email and choose a password. 

You can have up to 4 friends in a team. Only one person needs to sign up. After 

signing up, you'll see a place where you can pick a challenge. 

 

Step 2: Pick a Challenge!    
Look at the challenges and choose one you like. Got more than one idea? That’s okay! 

You can try more than one challenge. 

 

Step 3: Fill in Your Idea       
There's a form to help you. It will ask about your idea, who it helps, and how it works. 

We have some tools to help you think. 

 

Step 4: Share Your Idea     
If you're not done, you can save it and come back later. When you're ready, click on 

"Submit". Good luck!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Join the 
Challenge 

Design Thinking Stories to Inspire 
Making a Great 

Entry 
Need some help? 

 

 

 

INNOVATION 

DAY 

 

 

 

 

The Challenge Steps 

September - December 
New fun challenges begin in September! Want to join? 
Click "Get Started", sign up, and show us your awesome 
idea. Don't forget! All entries should be in by December. 

October - November 
Got questions or need advice? Coaches from our 

community will be there for you during 

Innovation Day events worldwide. You can meet 

them in person or online and get some great 

feedback! 

January 
The first round begins! Judges will start checking out 

your entries. 10 teams from each challenge will get to 

move on to the finals in February. 

 
February 
Made it to the Top 10? Congrats! Now, make a short 1-

minute video to tell us about your idea. Make it shine! 
 
 

 

March 
It's the final round! Judges will watch your videos and 

decide who the top 3 teams are for each challenge. 

 

April 
And the winner is…! Find out who won during the 

UN's World Creativity and Innovation Week! And 

get ready because new challenges start again in 

September. 
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What is design thinking?  
Imagine you're trying to solve a tricky puzzle, but you need some steps to follow. That's 

where design thinking comes in! It's like a map for coming up with cool and helpful ideas, 

especially if you want to help the world. 

Here's how it works: 

1. Empathize - Think About Others       First, think about who you're trying to 
help. 

How old are they? Where do they hang out? What do they like to do? 
• Your Challenge Entry: Tell us about this person in "Your Customer". 

2. Define - Spot the Problem                         Next, think about the problems they might 
have. 

• Tip: Think about the world goal (UN SDG) you want to help with. How does 
your person's problem fit into this? 

• Your Challenge Entry: Talk about this in "Your Idea". 

3. Ideate - Idea Storm!    Time to brainstorm! Let your imagination fly and 
think of loads of ideas. 

• Tip: From all your ideas, pick the one that feels doable, can make a real 
difference, and matches the challenge. 

• Your Challenge Entry: Share this in "Your Idea". 

4. Prototype - Craft Your Idea       Sketch or build a little version of your idea. 

• Your Challenge Entry: Describe it in "Business Model, Your Logo". 

5. Test - Try It Out!     Show your idea to friends or family and listen to what 
they think. This can help make your idea even better! 

 

And there you have it! Design thinking is like a magic spell for turning problems 
into awesome solutions!      
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Let’s Practice: Design Thinking 
Design a perfect backpack! Imagine you are not just students but designers on a mission 

to create the perfect school backpack. This backpack should be more than just a bag; it 

should solve real problems, make your school life easier, and, most importantly, reflect 

your unique ideas problems and creativity. 

 

Empathize: Think about others.  

 

Who is your backpack for?  

How old are they?  

What do they use the backpack for? 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Define – Spot the problem 

 

What is wrong with your customer’s 

current backpack?  

 

Having trouble thinking about 

problems? What do you wish YOUR 

backpack had? What is missing that 

would make it the perfect backpack?  

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Ideate: Idea storm 

 

What ideas do you have to solve your 

customer’s problem with their 

current backpack?  

 

What features can your backpack 

include that would make it perfect 

for your customer?  

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
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Let’s Practice: Design Thinking 

 

 

Now, that you’ve built a prototype of your idea, let’s consider how you can make 
your backpack sustainable.  

 

How can you be sustainable?  

Sustainability is all about taking care of our planet and making sure it stays healthy for a 

long time. It's like being a good friend to the Earth. 

 

One way we do this is by using things in a way that doesn't harm the environment. For 

example, think about old things like paper, plastic, and glass. Instead of throwing them 

away when we're done, we can recycle them. Recycling is like giving those things a 

second chance to be useful. It's like turning old crayon stubs into new crayons or old 

newspapers into new paper. 

 

What are some ways you can make your backpack sustainable? Can you recycle 
any materials or incorporate items you were going to throw away? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Normal Backpack Your Perfect Backpack 
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Design Thinking for the Global Goals 

What’s the big deal with the Global Goals?  
The United Nations made a super list called the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs for 

short). Started in 2016, these are 17 mega goals to make the world awesome by 2030! They're 

all about: 

• Stopping things like hunger and not having enough money. 

• Making sure everyone can go to a doctor or school. 

• Building great places to live that don't hurt our planet. 

• And doing something about the wild weather we're having (that's climate change). 

 

What’s the United Nations?  

The United Nations, or the UN for short, is like a club for countries around the world.  

Imagine your school has a student council where students from different classes come 
together to talk about making the school better. The UN is kind of like that, but for countries 
instead of classes. They talk about things like helping people who are in trouble, keeping 
peace between countries, and protecting the environment. They work together to solve 
problems and make the world a better place for everyone. 

 

 

 

Even though you might think these are for grown-ups, they're actually super 

important for teens like you too! Why? Because it's all about making sure your future 

is bright and full of cool possibilities. 
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Stories to Inspire  

Tyron’s Tale  
 

 

 

 

Tyron is a fashion footwear brand that creates stylish products from recycled 

tires. It was created by 17-year-olds Divya and Parth in New Delhi, India. See 

more of their products at https://tyron.in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did Tyron use design thinking to create a cool idea to promote 

sustainability?  

First, they go to places where old tires are dumped, and buy them. Then, they cut the 

tires, take out the metal wires and sharp things, and keep the parts they can use. 

 

Using these old tires is not only cheap, but it's also good for the environment. When 

there are too many old tires in these dump places, people sometimes burn them. It 

makes the air dirty with harmful stuff. When old tires end up in the ocean, they break 

into tiny pieces that hurt sea animals. So, by using these tires and giving them a new 

purpose, they're helping the Earth and showing how to handle waste in a better way. 

 

 

https://tyron.in/
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Stories to Inspire  

Buddy’s Bug Burgers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Buddy's Bug Burger is a special kind of burger that's made from bugs (like 
insects). It's a recipe from a family in Panama. This bug burger helps with making 
sure everyone has food to eat. It was created by a team of teens in Florida, USA.  

 

How does Buddy’s Bug Burger solve a problem?  

Many people in the world don't have enough food to eat, and that's a big problem. 

Buddy's Bug Burger helps with this problem. They use bugs to make burgers, and bugs 

are easier and less expensive to raise for food. So, more people can have enough to eat 

because Buddy's Bug Burger provides an affordable and tasty option. It helps fight hunger 

by making sure more people can get a meal, and that's really important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See how Buddy’s Bug Burger explains how it works by visiting the following 
link: https://vimeo.com/showcase/9391328/video/689470496  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9391328/video/689470496
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Stories to Inspire 

Flex Charge  
 

 

 

 

Flex Charge is a new type of liquid battery powered by motion, like squeezing or 
shaking. It doesn’t require as many metals as regular batteries do. It was created 
by 15-year-old Jonah from California, USA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is Flex Charge different or better than regular batteries?  

Flex Charge is a special kind of battery that companies can use. It's different from 

regular batteries in several important ways: 

 

• It doesn't rely on valuable materials from the Earth, which is great for our planet. 

• It can provide a lot of power even though it's small in size, so it's handy for making 

things work well without taking up too much space. 

• It doesn't need electricity to recharge. Instead, you can recharge it by squeezing or 

shaking it.  

• It's lighter than normal batteries, making it easier to carry around. 

• It's safer for the environment because it doesn't have the harmful stuff that some 

other batteries have.  
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Making a Great Entry 
 

From cool apps changing how things work to businesses helping make our world better, 

the winners of the World Series of Innovation cover a wide range of ideas that help with 

the United Nations' goals to improve our planet. 

 

Begin by thinking about who would use your idea:  

Describe the type of person who would benefit from your solution and explain what 

problem or desire your solution helps with. It's important to show the judges that your 

idea really helps someone and isn't just a cool concept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What interests you most about this challenge?  

Even though the judges won't give points for this question, it's great to know why your 

team decided to join this challenge. Sharing the story behind your choice can help others 

understand your innovation better! 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Making a Great Entry 

Your Customer 
Who are you designing a solution for?  

How old are they? ___________________________________________________________ 

Where do they live? _________________________________________________________ 

What's their job or are they in school? __________________________________________ 

What do they like to buy? _____________________________________________________ 

 

What customer need or want are you trying to meet?  

What do you think the person you're helping really needs or wants? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

What's bothering them or causing problems?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there more than one problem? List the top three.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Here's a tip: The challenge is quite big, so it might be easier if you focus on one specific 

problem you want to solve for the person you're trying to help. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Join the 
Challenge 

Design Thinking Stories to Inspire 
Making a Great 

Entry 
Need some help? 

 

 

Making a Great Entry  

Your Idea  
What is your innovative idea?  
What’s your creative and new idea? Explain what your cool invention or idea is in a 

simple and clear way. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now, tell us how your idea would actually work. Explain all the steps and details about 

how it would work.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your idea have any interesting features?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does your idea meet the challenge?  

How does it connect to the goal of making the world better, which is what the challenge 

is all about? Remember, it's important to make sure your idea fits with what the 

challenge is asking for. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Join the 
Challenge 

Design Thinking Stories to Inspire 
Making a Great 

Entry 
Need some help? 

 

 

Making a Great Entry  

Business Model  
How does your idea meet the customer need/want?  

Think about what the person really wants or needs. Does your idea solve that problem 

for them?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Tell us how you're going to solve it and what will happen if the person uses your idea.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

How will it make their life better?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What makes your idea different or better than the existing solution?  

Tell us what makes your idea special or better than things that are already out there. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your idea have a better price?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your idea have better quality? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your idea have better customer service? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Making a Great Entry 

Business Model continued 
How would your idea be financed? 

What type of business could implement your idea? Underline or circle which business 

makes the most sense for your cool idea!  

 

For-profit Business:  

This is like a lemonade stand. When you set up a lemonade stand and sell lemonade to 

make money, that's a for-profit business. The main goal is to earn money. 

 

Social Enterprise or B Corp:  

Imagine a company that sells cool, reusable water bottles. They care about the 

environment and give a part of their profits to plant trees or clean up rivers. So, they 

want to make money by selling water bottles, but they also want to help the planet. It's 

like they're saying, "Let's make money and do good things at the same time." 

 

NGO or Charity:  

Think of a group like "Kids Helping Kids." They collect toys, clothes, and food from 

people who want to help those who are less fortunate. They don't make money for 

themselves; instead, they use what they get to help others. It's like being a good friend 

who shares what they have with someone who needs it. 

 

Government Policy/Program:  

When the government makes a rule or law that says everyone must wear a helmet while 

riding a bike, that's like a government policy. It's because they want to keep kids safe. Or, 

they might create a program to give free books to kids in school. These are like the 

school rules or actions that help make things better for everyone. 

 

Also, remember to think about how you'd get the money and resources you need to 

make your idea work.  

 

In one sentence, tell us what your business idea is all about. This helps the judges get a 

quick understanding of your innovation. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Making a Great Entry 

Your Logo  
Upload an image to represent your entry. We'd love to see a logo, doodle, 

drawing, or diagram relevant to your idea.  

Share a drawing or logo that shows what your idea is about. It can be a cool drawing, a 

design, or a picture that has something to do with your innovation. 

 

Here's a tip: Make sure the picture looks good and has something to do with your idea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name your idea! What cool or interesting name will make people remember your idea, 

or understand what it’s all about?  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Entry Checklist 

 

You’re almost done creating a new idea to 

make the world a better place!  

 
Use the checklist below to make sure your idea is complete. Check off each item 

once you are sure you have completed it!  

 

□ I described who my customer is. I listed their age range, their hobbies or job, 

and where they live.  

 

□ I clearly explained my customer’s problem.  

 

□ I connected my customer’s problem to the challenge.  

 

□ I explained how my idea works in detail.  

 

□ I explained what makes my idea different from similar or other ideas.  

 

□ I chose a business that makes sense for my idea.  

 

□ I designed a memorable logo and chose a cool name for my idea!  

 

 

Remember, think creatively and focus on how your idea can make a difference!  
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Need Help?  

How to submit your idea 
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