

March 30, 2023

Chair Frank Hornstein
Minnesota House of Representatives

Transportation Finance and Policy Committee

559 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155
Re:
HF2887 (Omnibus Transportation Policy and Finance Bill)
Dear Chair Hornstein,
We write regarding Article __ of HF2887, language that amends Chapter 216D which governs Minnesota’s excavation notice system a/k/a the “Gopher State One Call” (GSOC) system.  With approximately $1 billion in broadband infrastructure funding coming from a combination of federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and state funding, Minnesota’s GSOC law must work as effectively and efficiently as possible to speed the deployment of broadband to unserved areas of Minnesota.  The language in Article __ requires underground facility owners to report to the Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) the percentage of underground facility locate requests marked within 48 hours of the submission of the locate request to the GSOC system.  However, the bill language does not address the underlying problem driving the increase in the number of late locate requests— the abuse of the GSOC system by excavators who submit unreasonably broad locate requests designating vast areas, sometimes miles long, which take significant time and resources to mark, and for which there is no intent or reasonable possibility of excavating within the fourteen-day window in which a locate ticket is valid.
To address this underlying flaw with the GSOC system, earlier this session we proposed language that would prohibit an excavator from submitting a locate request if the excavator does not intend to excavate the designated area within 14 days, or if excavation of the designated area cannot reasonably be completed within 14 days. Our proposed “good faith intent to excavate” language would eliminate a costly inefficiency that exists today in the GSOC system, which is currently wasting precious broadband capital funding by forcing broadband providers to mark areas that are not going to be excavated within the 14-day window.
We are committed to working in the interim with all stakeholders toward changes to Chapter 216D that squarely address the underlying problems with the GSOC system. We respectfully request the Committee remove Article __ from the Bill to allow this stakeholder work to happen. The end result will be an improved GSOC system primed to efficiently facilitate the rapid deployment of broadband to areas of the state in desperate need of high speed internet service.
Respectfully,

Anna Boroff

Executive Director, MCCA

Brent Christiansen

President, MTA
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