Worship Resources
Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools
ELCA Truth Seeking & Truth Telling Initiative on Indian Boarding Schools, August 2026
(www.tstti.org)

A Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools is observed annually on September 30th across the U.S. and Canada. You can learn about this Day of Remembrance from a Native American perspective here.  The ELCA 2025 Churchwide Assembly overwhelmingly passed a resolution to encourage and equip all congregations and ministries to observe the annual Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools.

Participants in the ELCA’s Truth Seeking and Truth Telling Initiative on Indian Boarding Schools have been doing this work since we began in 2022. We encourage ELCA congregations to observe the Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools - on the Sunday closest to Sept. 30 - with these worship resources.  Commit to on-going learning as well - see https://www.tstti.org/resources for educational resources.

~~~


FULL LITURGIES[image: ]
A Prayer Service for Children of Indian Boarding Schools
Written & compiled by Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy (Oglala Sioux/Lakota) on behalf of the American Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran Association Inc. of the ELCA.

~~~~~[image: ]
Indigenous People's Liturgical Celebration
Created by Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy (Oglala Sioux/Lakota) in consultation with Prof. Dirk Lange (Luther Seminary), musician David Livingston, Bishop Guy Erwin (Osage; SW CA Synod), Bishop Jessica Crist (Montana Synod), and Native members and clergy of the American Indian/Alaska Native Lutheran Association Inc.  People of the Cree, Sioux, Cherokee, Stockbridge-Munsee, Ojibwe, Navajo, Nez Perece, and Osage Nations also participated in the creation of this liturgy. 


SCRIPTURE[image: ]
The First Nations Version Project is a new translation of the Sacred Scriptures by and for the Indigenous Peoples of North Americans.
· New Testament
· Psalms & Proverbs


PRAYER
Prayer
Created by Anita Robbins (Cherokee) and her son Vance Blackfox (Cherokee)

Unelanvhi. (Great Spirit)
Our children are the greatest gifts among us.  
They are the best examples of trust, faith, unconditional love, tenderness, hope, inquiry, and simplicity that people have. 
Unelanvhi, we ask that you give us the courage, strength, and wisdom we need to learn from our little ones.  
May we receive the courage, strength, and wisdom we need to understand that you have given these precious gifts, all the Children of the world, into our care.  
And we give thanks, Creator God.  Amen.


CHILDREN’S TIME[image: ]
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story
by Kevin Noble Maillard; Illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal
Fry Bread is an evocative depiction of a modern Native American family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura Belpre Award winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-Neal.
· Read Fry Bread as a reading, children's time, or part of the sermon.
· Share fry bread for Holy Communion.
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