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The Goals of Today's Presentation

In order to navigate the multiple barriers to reentry, you must.....

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

There are protections for people with arrest and conviction records,
many that Safer Foundation fought for. And you will learn them today!

KNOW YOUR REMEDIES

Once you know your rights, you need to know how to enforce them!

KNOW YOUR RESOURCES

There are resources out there, and we will help you find them. SAFER
FOUNDATION™

A Road To A Better Future
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We Are Safer Foundation

OUR MISSION

To support, through a full spectrum of services, the efforts of people
with arrest & conviction records to become employed, law-abiding
members of the community and as a result, reduce recidivism.

OUR WORK

¢ Education & Industry Training

s Specialized W orkforce Development

* Transitional & Permanent Jobs

* Social Enterprises: Staffing, Housing, Construction

s Community Housing Programs

¢ Counseling and Wellness Center

<+ Policy, Advocacy & Legislation FSOA}NEE(ES

“* Professional Services and Technical Assistance
< Community Corrections E;;Ess;;j 5
JUSTICE



We Are Safer Foundation

OUR FOOTPRINT OUR IMPACT FY18
< 8 locations in lllinois and 3 in lowa % 2.175 Clients Served
< 300+ employees X 2,807 Job Starts

+» Job Retention

ECONOMIC MOBILITY < 90 days (91%)),
180 Days (83%),
JOBS & ENTERPRENEURS % 365 Days (75%)

INDUSTRY TRAINING & CREDENTIALS
JOB READINESS TRAINING "

BRIDGE ACADEMICS
STABILIZING SUPPORT SERVICES
n.. at” 6

ACCESS TO
JUSTICE




Mass Incarceration in lllinois

4.2M

adults in lllinois
have an arrest or
conviction record.

40,000

people
are in lllinois’
prisons.

11,000+

return to Chicago
annually from lllinois
prisons,
concentrated in 7
neighborhoods.

28,000+

exit the lllinois
Department of
Corrections
annually.

6,000

people
are in Cook
County Jail.

$151,662

Cost associated
with one recidivism
event in lllinois.

>
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FOUNDATION
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The Challenges of Having an
Arrest or Conviction Record

The Barriers to Reentry Exacerbate
Poverty, Crime and Violence

EDUCATION HOUSING - EMPLOYMENT
OCCUPATIONAL PU b | IC & 500 employmentrelated

32% of colleges in the US that : T T 0
request criminal history L |C E NS | NG P r | V a‘t e be&:.'r"rgg,é?slllrg‘fﬁlssé?grﬁ)rgf

information automatically deny. : o
admission to applicants w ho fail persons with one conviction
to disclose their criminal record. Mar k et of any kind.

PUBLIC ‘ !

SNSRI SAFER

FOUNDATION™

A Road To A Better Future

DEBT
$1,445 can be the minimum in PAR E NTAL VOT | N G

legal financial obligations from
fines and court related fees that R I G H T S
w ould be charged to someone
convicted of afirsttime drug

offense of the low est level.




HOUSING
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Types of Housing

q E Your rights to access safe and affordable
E housing can differ based on whether it is the
H private market or subsidized housing.
Subsidized housing includes public housing,
Section 8 vouchers, project based subsidized
housing and permanent supportive housing.

Subsidized housing is often regulated by HUD

and administered by local Public Housing %&Eﬁ&
Authorities (PHAS)

10




Subsidized Housing
Mandatory Barriers

Does any felony conviction bar a person
from accessing subsidized housing?

Only two convictions are a mandatory bar to
accessing federally subsidized housing:

1) manufacturing methamphetamine on the
N O premises of federally assisted housing
2) convictions requiring lifetime registration  gA FER
on sex offense registries. Kok v
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Subsidized Housing
Discretionary Barriers

Other types of “criminal activity” may prohibit
admission to federally-assisted public housing

C) Drug-related criminal activity - v
Criminal activity can
2 Violent criminal activity

Other criminal activity which may threaten the
ealth, safety, or right to peaceful enjoyment of the
premises by other residents or threatens the health
and safety of the owners or management staff

be alleged by mere
arrests!

SAFER

FOUNDATION™

A Road To A Better Future
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Subsidized Housing
Discretionary Barriers

If a Public Housing Authority Is going to deny
admission for “criminal activity,” they must comply
with the following requirements:

Provide a copy of the background check,
and brief statement of the reasons.

Provide an opportunity to dispute the
accuracy or relevancy of that record
through an informal hearing process

Cannot charge the tenant/applicant for
the cost of the criminal records check

SAFER

FOUNDATION o

. ‘..
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Fair Housing Act

In 2016, HUD issued guidance for landlords on their
responsibilities to not violate the Fair Housing Act through
iIndefensible uses of criminal records.

The use of mere arrests not leading to a
conviction

The use of blanket no-conviction policies
(except convictions for the distribution of
controlled substances)

4 )
Complaints can be filed with HUD's Office of
Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) or

the lllinois Dept. of Human Rights (IDHR) SAFER

\ J FOUNDATION

A Road To A Better Future




HousinGg DISCRIMINATION INFORMATION

IFpartiamen! JiIV

y Do illo | U
Jepartment of Ho : ba rvelop Oihce of | o ’ ol

Instructions: (mease Type or print] Read Ths feem carsfully, Try 1o answes o sueitians, Il yeu da nat kaow

T GOt Gf 3 quettivn does nel spply 1o you, leeve The space blenk. You hove one peer bom the date of the alleged
Aeoimination 1o ik o complaint. Your form should be vgned and daned

Jane Doe

LS

S71 W. Jackson Bivd,

s Mden

Chicago L 60661
oy Nar Do Cote
Afer 3pm 312-522-2200 Same
By bwma 4 cgd Somr Dapwrne Mo e oy P

Who else can we call if we cannot reach you?

John Doe After 10 am
Lomtacts Ny Bant Teme v
312-000-0000 Same

[T -y [
Commacra b Beat Towe s ol
Do s Mo Dvwmng Fras Ne

What happened 1o you?

Maow were you discriminaied aganst?

For example were you cefuned an apportunity 10 rent o buy housing? Deniod 2 baen Teld That housng wat rat -
bk whan n fact i was? Treied differently from ottwers wewiing housng?

Stane boelly wiat hapeoned,

1 applied for an apanment. When my bacaground check came back | 10Md that | was being
deniec the apariment because of  retad faht conmiction | had from 8 years aga. The landiard
told me that they do not rant 10 people with convictions,

SAFER

FOUNDATION™
A Road To A Better Future
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HousiNg DISCRIMINATION INFORMATIO

iepartamento de Vivien r D re0llo Uik Uit at) 1 R Vieend

Why do you think you are a victim of housing discrimination?

% It because of vour:

.tace -color - religion - sex - national argn . familial status (amiles with children under 18). disability?

For example: were you denied housing because of your race? Were you denled a mortgage Joan because of your
religion? Or turmed down foe an apartment because you have children?

Briefly explain why you think your housing rights were denied and ciecke the factar(s) listed above that you believe

PO 3 b alieve that | was discrminated against hased an race, bacause the palicy of not ranting to peapla
with any convictions, regardisss of the type of 356, has 3 dispropotionate impact on people of color.

For examphe: was & a landlard, awner, bank, real estate agent. broker. compary, oe angenaastion?
identify who you believe discriminated agunst you.

Landiord - Michael Doe
tare

1000 W. Jackson Blvd, Chicago IL 60603

Addren

Where did the alleged act of discrmination oceur!

For example: Was it at a rental unit? Single family home? Public or Assisted Housing? A Mabile Home?
Did it ocour at a bank or other lending institution?

Frovide the address.

Rental Unit (apartment) - 1000 W. Jackson Bivd
Agdrea

Chicago IL 60603
Sy

e I3 Code

When did the last act of discrimination occur?

Enter the date
5 /.26 f2020
15 the slleged distrmination cominung or ongoing? Yes ND [Z]
Signature Date
Sgware D

SAFER

FOUNDATION™
A Road To A Better Future
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Private Housing in lllinois

r) Can landlords deny renting to me
because of any criminal record?

The lllinois Human Rights Act prohibits landlords
from using “arrest records” which includes:
1) Arrests not leading to conviction, including
non-conviction sentences
N 2) Juvenile adjudications
3) Records that have been ordered expunged
or sealed

: : : SAFER
It your rights have been violated, you canfile a  [EERietes

charge with the lllinois Dept. of Human Rights!

17




Stata of Ninols HOUSING/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION COMPLAINANT INFORMATION SHEET
Deparimant of Human Rights {For D e

: Read this enfire form and all the instrections carsfully Bafors complating. Al quesions shoukd be anawared. Howeear, | yos oo no
know the ansaser o7 il & question i6 nol spplicatls, |mave the quesion wnanswered &nd Nl ol 38 much ol e lorm ag you tan. R the fom in person, by
mal or o o IDHA's Chicago Cffics. You have one year fom the dale of the dleged discfmingion 1o Tk s charga, i if5 3 i 1k &5 5000 a6 possile,
The form should be Signed and daled beiow. Use addiional shests Trecessary. THIS 15 NOT A CHARGE. ¥ IDHR atcapis your ciaim we =l send you e
charge form for signatuna,

{Complainant Information:

}muwwwmw Jana D= |rm-u; 31;-E.é-ﬂﬂﬂ
Aderwms: 571 W, Jackson v |seere [t st 2 crucage, 1 et

Costy 0ok Eﬂﬂm Ha: Same |hn-|.|:|:|m.. aspDoelgmal o

[Wha else can we call if we cannot resch you?

Fiai Cortact’s Mame I Doa ||1I-Iui'ﬁ"'|'ﬂ"l 212-000-0000

Ao, g, G, 1P Samp

Eapond Contacts Name |u|:||-nlﬂw

Aodwmy, Cuy, S, TP

1a. What happened to you? Check all that apply,

[ Rebusrd an opporinty m rand o by housing or il fousing wes nof suslshle whan £ wag, [ Discrimineied againsl in eokei's serdcas,

[ Reefusmd & request to soocmmedals pocies or pracices or modify housing because of a deabily. [ Treated dfterenty ham others sepking housing,
[ Cezariminatesd againz! in the S or conditiens of sk, rental cooupancy, or in serviees of fagiiies. [ Cenlsd @ loan

[[] Discriminaied sgainst in fnancing of @ home or commercial propesty. [ Intimidatrd inerizmedionamsd in te: eeprise of my housing sghis,
Cther jesplain]

1b. Siate briefly what happened. (s nsootraimgs fasemsary) o

| apphed for 2n apariment. Whan my hackground Swack same back | wea hoid thal | was baing Seriad tha apartaost bocsise of @ DUT smasl from 3018, |
s nal cormaicted of this chanye. The |sndlard told me ey da nal rent 4o peogie with DUTs.

2. On what date did the last act of diseriminstian sccur? s 2h, Is thie action an going? Jves [

Protecies classes: b5 a wolation of e Binois Human Righls Ad I deny a person Rousing rights Dacause of ey of e folowing prolecied comses:
cokor, RGN Sec nciuding sausl Farsssment], pregrancy, natiznal origie; Lamiial siake Tamibes wit children under 18); amest recond, clasbilty; akfing|

tafing. willal inlefesence ard coerciorc miitary stals; unlaarsbie millery dschenje: relafion; manital sws; ancesing w6 (40 pnd meer) sl
oneniation jnduding pander ienlity); snd order ol peolscion stalus.

3. Wy do you beleve you are being discriminated against? Fo —- aacaire ol ot BT W e B & e igige ke
bmcuma o ymur redgios? Cr e $0WS 1 N QDS b e od b clikinen? mwmmwm it b hming rigw 7 Biriedy sopkain
ko ik row sy rights wee denied wyol cammes beted anme

|'was dEcriminiad agsined based on Ty amest recond. | naw this Because the lendond tkd me et | would not et the aoatment bacauss of tha amast
akarhe got & copy of By backgrourd chash bak,
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Wlirsis Department of Human Rights HOUSING COMPLAINANT INFORMATION SHEET

4a. Who da you belleve discriminated agalnst you?

famer  Michan! Do PreseHai 31 3-000-000

Radress, Oy Same, TP 00000 W, Jackson Blhvd

b, Mark the applicable box thai describes the parson named abowe;
[® Lasdiord [ Cwner [] Bank or Cther Lender [ RealEstale Agenl [ Broker Other.

(52 What kind of house, rentsl unit or property Was [MVoNVEET e o s e
[l Sngle family home [E] Apartmen| beidding of more then danils.  [%] Coamer s on the property ] Public or assisted housing ] Vecant land
] Wotde home pers [ Cosevcial spaca Other jspecty

Fosber ol pw's o i ey’ | 3

Zh, What is the address of the house, rertal unit, or property

ddieia. 1000 W, Jackson Bl Aglhio-3

Cary, e 3F Chicago, IL, B804 oty Cock

|Erh|-|:m|:m}:ilm|lﬂh'i‘ u'r'u DH-:. r-;'.l.n
B, We need some infarmation for stafistical purposes:

tax F |n-=nr-w-=---1:¢ Wational Dghn jupecib (538

i il v bedn'e o By el

Fraam & Hnosw Your Righis prasesislion eith i Saler Foundation

T. Have you filed & charge with any other ageney? i so, whoh apancy?
ha

CONEENT AGREENERT SKD FELEAS
I hatws reszd the provided *Holice 5 Complainant” and | understasd el 1) In the cousse of isvestgaing rey charge, I2HA wil naveal vy ety (nciding
nafme; and my pereonal information o named Raspendentis| in my charge 1 obiain facts and evidence mgarding my changs; 21 | 60 nol hews [0 peveal
pErscndl Imlonmalon o 10HH, tulﬂﬂﬁmmumwnmmrlm;mt-luuuﬂmmmnmtdlum,-hmmmwma; 31 IDHR, mizy bie reduired
by L, subpoen, cour order, andor FOU request to dischse my charga ard isformatios in e Departmen(s imestigation §le concarming my change
persae glside ol IDHR

I IOHA Rkae b charge based on the indormation provided, | coresant for IDHR (o disciss my identity and persoral inlonmaion &5 secessary (o process and

isvagiigale my charge, and | release IDHR from any kbl ity whatsssver conceming disclosuse of my identity and ersaral mlommatios | prrdded o OHE
prmnmmmumnmmn N m S

signature belrw verifies the accerscy ol the information provided herein and my eorsent g ralass as indicated above.

Print Hame Jara O Signature Deie

OTE: il thars is. certain pergoral informaiion you would e witiaid, pisass diseass vour conoors Wil an Inkikes subendesr
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Just Housing Amendment

Cook County recently passed the Just Housing Amendment,
which provides for the following:

Bans housing Prevents housing
discrimination based providers from
on records not leading M automatically rejecting
to conviction, juvenile an applicant based on
records, or expunged, a conviction and
sealed or pardoned creates a tenant

records. screening process.
providers from dispute procedures

considering for an applicant to ‘ I

convictions that are rovide information on
. SAFER

Requires housing
providers to consider
an application before

inquiring, considering,
or requiring disclosure
of a criminal record.

Prevents housing Provides conviction

over three years old accuracy or relevance
(except if required to for convictions under A Poad ToA Bettr Future

FOUNDATION™

register on SOR). 3 years.

B K
. e
ACC];SS TO 20
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Just Housing Amendment

Must provide a Must provide 5 If still going to
copy of the Must provide a business days deny, must put
tenant copy of the to dispute in writing the

screening background accuracy or reasons why it
criteria before check relevance or poses a risk to
applying conviction safety/property

If a housing provider is going to deny an application
for housing for a conviction within the last 3 years,
they must follow certain procedures requiring notice
and opportunity.
If your rights are violated under the JHA, you
should contact the Cook County Commission on
Human Rights by phone (312-603-1100), SAFER

email (human.rights@cookcountyil.gov) or FOUNDATION™
in person (69 W. Washington, Suite 3040). ‘
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Driver’s Licenses

Having a valid drivers license is critical to expand
employment options. Driving without a valid license can
subject you to further criminal conseguences.

Q License
to
_ Work AcT &5

Starting July 1, 2020, your license can no longer
be suspended for failing to pay parking tickets

or vehicle compliance tickets (like city sticker
tickets, expired meter tickets, license plate SAFER

FOUNDATION

reqgistration, etc.) PLUS others.

23




Driver’s Licenses

@License See handout on L2W
to Act for the whole list
mlgrk ACT &5 of what can no longer

lead to suspension.

>

The License to Work Act also provides for
the reinstatement of driving privileges for

those who have already had their license
suspended or revoked for any of the
reasons listed. SAFER

FOUNDATION™
A Road To A Better Future
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Driver’s Licenses

Outside the categories listed within the License to
Work Act, there are processes to petition to have
your license reinstated when there has been a
statutory suspension.

Common statutory suspension reasons

Include convictions for DUI, vehicular
manslaughter, forcible felonies, etc.

SAFER

FOUNDATION™
A Road To A Better Future
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Driver’s Licenses

There are steps to take to figure out why your license is
suspended and how you can take steps to get it back.

QRequest a consultation with an informal

hearing officer at the Secretary of State
facility. No appointment necessary!

Receive a Hearing Officer Consultation List
& Hearing Requirements document at the
meeting. This will lay out your next steps! FS(%EE&

26




Driver’s Licenses

Generally, these are the factors the Secretary of State will
consider when deciding whether to reissue a license....

Whether a person can be a “safe and responsible” driver.

Whether the period of time for suspension has passed.

If you are not eligible for ‘ !

reinstatement, you may be eligible SAFER
75 . .. FOUNDATION
to apply for a “Restricted Driving

Privileges” (RDP)

Whether a person has a pending tickets
before any court.

sl o7
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Resources for Assistance

lllinois Legal Aid Online
(www.illinoislegalaid.org)

IL Supreme Court Standardized Forms
(http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/forms/forms.asp)
Cabrini Green Legal Aid
(www.cgla.net)

Land of Lincoln Legal Aid
(lincolnlegal.org)
SAFER

Prairie State Legal Services FOUNDATION"
(www.pslegal.org) e o




Contact Information

Celia Coldn
Community Navigator
celiacolon@gmail.com

Teleza Rodgers
Community Navigator
tlzrodgers@gmail.com

Melissa Hernandez
Community Navigator
mela30angel8l@agmail.com

Kevin Woods
Community Organizer and Outreach Coordinator
Kevin.Woods@saferfoundation.org

SAFER

FOUNDATION™

A Road To A Better Future
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