The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (METRO) has a new long-term plan – METRONext –
to improve or add about 500 miles of transit in the Houston region without any new tax. In the
November 5, 2019 referendum, METRO is seeking to borrow up to $3.5 billion, repayable by future
METRO revenue.
LINK Houston’s Equity in Transit: 2018 Report identified four high-demand areas where local transit is
especially important for access to work, school, health care, etc. The report also calls for frequent,
reliable, extended, and accessible transit service.
The table below summarizes how METRONext relates to our recommendations to improve local transit.

What this looks like in METRONext

(see Equity in Transit: 2018 Report for specific route
recommendations by LINK Houston)

Frequency is key, due to shorter wait times, faster
overall trips, and more convenient transfers

More Reliable Services

Buses and trains must be reliable, arriving on time,
so trips take the expected time

•
•
•
•
•

Increased frequency on some 15-minute routes
Upgrades to some 30-minute bus routes to 15-minute routes
Upgrades to some 60-minute bus routes to 30-minute routes
Five METRORapid lines (~75 miles)
METRORail extensions, including to Hobby Airport (~17 miles)

• Improvements to local bus through BOOST service on 16 routes
• METRORapid and METRORail typically operate in dedicated space
to limit delays due to traffic

Extended Service Hours

Public transit service hours must be extended –
especially to 24-hour activity centers where
workers live and visitors are active, such as highdemand equity areas, airports, downtown, and the
Texas Medical Center

More Accessible Services

METRO, along with local governments, must ensure
walking and rolling infrastructure safely connects
riders of all abilities, ages, and size to/from transit
to communities and destinations

(see maps on reverse side)

Spring Branch

Summary of LINK Houston’s
recommendations for local transit

More Frequent Services

What are the highlights
of METRONext for the
four high-demand areas
identified by
LINK Houston?

• The plan does not address system-wide changes to hours of
operation for late night or early morning

Bus Operations Optimized System
Treatments (BOOST) local bus
service improvements to two bus
routes.

Greenspoint

METRORapid service to/from Bush
IAH Airport from an improved
Greenspoint Transit Center.

East Side

METRORapid from Westchase
extending east to Texas Southern
University/University of Houston
area and north to an improved
Tidwell Transit Center; METRORail
extensions; BOOST local bus
service improvements to some
routes on the south end of the high
-demand area.

Southwest

• Additional $70 million to the existing $45 million commitment for
accessibility and usability improvements designed to reduce
barriers for seniors, people with a disability, and other riders
• Bus stop improvements, including shelters, and enhanced
passenger information
• Approximately 10 new community circulators

Advocates for a robust and equitable
transportation network so that all
people can reach opportunity.

METRORapid extension of the
Uptown Line to a new Gulfton
Transit Center; signature service
on Westheimer; BOOST local bus
improvements; community
circulator service (characteristics
to be determined).
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LINK Houston’s Equity in Transit 2018 Report: https://linkhouston.org/reports-briefings/equity-in-transit-report/
METRONext Plan: www.METRONext.org

Election Day is November 5, 2019
Advocates for a robust and equitable
transportation network so that all
people can reach opportunity.
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