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           July 1, 2021 

Dear St. Bede’s Friends, 

If you have returned for in-person worship in the Nave, you know that the space looks a little different. 
We have used the flexibility of the moveable chairs to spread people out for worship and have moved 
entire rows of seating out of the Nave and into the Parish Hall which is now being used for some 
auxiliary services such as funerals, baptisms and quinceañera blessings on Saturdays. 

When the “New Nave” was designed and built almost 25 years ago, the flexibility offered by moveable 
chairs was an important part of how the building committee envisioned our worship space. This 
flexibility, with the potential to change the seating layout for liturgical seasons, concerts, or other 
events, has been somewhat limited however by a “compromise” that was made during construction to 
install twelve pews from the old worship space (now the Parish Hall). Some of you may remember the 
topic of the wooden pews “compromise” being discussed as part of a presentation about the original 
vision of the Nave that was given during the January 2019 Annual Parish Meeting.  Or maybe, like me, 
you were unaware of this compromise.  (I think I was entertaining the kids during the 2019 Parish 
Meeting.) 

Until my current vestry service which began in February of 2020, I had assumed that the wooden pews 
were part of the original design of the Nave.  When my family started attending St. Bede’s about 20 
years ago, the “New Nave” was already several years old. Over the years, I heard stories about the 
building of the Nave, about the organ and the Morning Star cross, but I recall nothing about the 
wooden pews being one of several compromises to the original design of the Nave. And I had no idea 
that the pews were supposed to be a temporary and short-term compromise.   

Over the last 17 months during this pandemic time, the vestry in consultation with the Gathering Going 
Forward Task Force has had many conversations and made decisions about changing our building use 
and worship, and this work continues as we continue to emerge from the pandemic. In discussing 
accommodations that we wanted to implement, such as physical distancing in worship, the vestry 
revisited the topic of removing the wooden pews.  After consulting with members of the original 
building committee, and after much discernment, the vestry has decided to retire the pews and allow 
the 25-year-old vision of versatile seating of the Nave to begin to live into its full potential. 

These wooden pews have served the community of St. Bede’s well for over 50 years, and I know that 
some people may be sad to see them go and some people may be glad to see part of a vision long-
deferred be realized.  Personally, I am sad, as a pew on the right (facing the altar) is the spot where my 
family has worshipped regularly since my girls were toddlers. At the same time, I feel that it is time to 
live more fully not only into the vision from 25 years ago, but also into an envisioning of what will serve 
us best for the next 25 years. 



You may be wondering how we will fill up the space where the pews are now, and I am happy to report 
that we have 30-40 of the moveable chairs being stored in the building. As we emerge from the 
pandemic and it becomes safer to reduce spacing between households, we can add back the chairs 
that are currently in the Parish Hall and in storage to eventually bring our seating capacity to what it 
was before the pandemic without having to purchase additional chairs. 

You may also be wondering what will happen to the pews.  Our hope is to donate them to another 
worshipping community. Jeff Swoope has identified a couple of interested parties, including a church 
that is recovering after flood damage. We will announce the new home of the pews once we work out 
the details. Please know that we are keeping the wooden pews that are the Commons – the two long 
ones on either side of the doors leading from the Commons into the Nave, and the one just inside the 
front doors, next to the windows in Lynnsay’s office. So we will still have those pieces of our past 
worshipping space as we move into the future. 

The expected timeframe is to remove the pews by the end of July. In the next couple of weeks, I hope 
that those who wish to “say goodbye” to the pews will come by the pews or sit in them (physically 
distanced, of course) and “thank” them for their service. And if you feel so moved in the coming weeks, 
I invite you to share a memory involving the pews with me.  I would like to offer a collection of 
memories of what the pews have meant to us as a blessing for the next community who will gather in 
those seats.  You can email your memory to me at mollygraves724@gmail.com, call me at 404-234-
3605, or write it on a card that we will have available on the round table in the Commons.  I hope this 
opportunity to share these memories will make the transition smoother for all. 

 

In Christ, 

Molly Graves, Senior Warden 

 


