Vision for The Sterling Street Sanctuary and Nature Reserve
The vision for The Sterling Street Sanctuary and Nature Reserve is a harmonious blend of nature, community, and sustainability. As you walk through this thoughtfully designed space, you'll discover areas that encourage exploration, relaxation, and community engagement.

Entrance and Gathering Spaces
Upon arriving at the Reserve, the first feature you will notice is a charming small shed facing Sterling Street in the southeast corner. This shed potentially houses a food pantry, providing an essential service to the community. Behind the shed, a small gathering space offers an inviting area for social interaction and community events.

Southwestern Hill and Nature Path
In the southwestern corner, a distinctive hill becomes a focal point. A nature path winds behind it, leading visitors to a festival-style pagoda at the top. This area is intentionally kept somewhat wild, offering a hidden retreat with a natural playground and an immersive nature trail.

Southside Features and Labyrinth
Between the natural playground and the Labyrinth on the south side, a gazebo with picnic tables invites gatherings and leisurely meals. The existing fire pit will be relocated closer to the southwest corner, enhancing the ambiance of this communal space.
The Labyrinth remains in its current location, but the area behind it will be transformed with a small landscaped pond or seating area which will blend in beautifully with the Herb Gardens.

Parking and Renewable Energy
Upon entering the space, behind our new stone wall, which will be built using our existing brownstone and whimsically constructed with quartz, crystals and ‘interesting windows at various heights, visitors will find 8-12 parking spaces on permeable pavers. A long-term goal is to cover these spaces with solar panels, providing sustainable energy for the site.

Wakanda and Heritage Gardens
In the Northeast corner, "Wakanda" retains its charm with our four large Heritage Garden Beds and a seating area. Enhancements include a shed with a small, covered porch for our community library, offering a cozy spot for reading and conversation. The shed will store Heritage Garden classroom materials, while the porch serves as a venue for impromptu discussions.

Garden Shed and Indoor Growing Space
Beyond the Heritage Garden Beds, a converted 40-foot trailer will serve as a dual-purpose garden shed and indoor growing space. This facility will also incorporate a greenhouse and will support both the maintenance of the gardens and the cultivation of plants year-round. 

Classroom and Outdoor Kitchen
In the back northwest corner, a full indoor/outdoor classroom will provide a versatile learning environment. This will include our bee hive. It will include a basic outdoor kitchen equipped with running water and electricity, facilitating educational programs and community events. Our permanent bathrooms will be located here.

Stage and Nature Path
Adjacent to the bee hive area on the west side, a raised stage (18” to 24” high) will be visible from the main entrance, offering a platform for performances and gatherings.
Starting behind the stage, a hidden playground and Nature Path meander behind the Labyrinth, leading around the west side of the property to the south side. As it approaches the southeastern corner, the path widens to the size of the raised platform, concluding at the small shed with the potential food pantry.
The Sterling Street Sanctuary and Nature Reserve is designed to be a place of beauty, learning, and community, where visitors can connect with nature and each other.
This is not simply a garden. It is a declaration. It is a resting place. It is where Queer youth—who are now adults—can return to find the community care they were promised and still need. It’s where Hartford’s LGBTQIA+ history is honored, with names like Rita Hester spoken aloud and remembered in bloom. A place to sit in the sun and know you are not alone. A place to bring your story, and maybe find it already growing there.
Inspired by Paul Harfleet’s Pansy Project and infused with the cultural humility practices of Kamora’s Cultural Corner, this space will be planted with pansies and companion flora—each flower symbolizing love, resistance, and lives too often erased. The porch of the shed will serve as a cozy community reading nook and lending library, holding books by Queer authors, community-chosen texts, and messages from those who’ve passed through.
In the Northeast corner, the Heritage Garden will now be home to our deeply intentional Pansy Garden—an ever-blooming tribute to Black and Brown Queer life. Framed by four large raised beds and anchored by a small shed with a welcoming front porch, this area will blossom into a sacred sanctuary where visibility, remembrance, and healing take root.
Pansy Garden and Queer Sanctuary Space
