
Chehalis River Basin Update 

Alex Gustafson was hired in March 2021 as the Chehalis Restoration Project Manager to increase TU’s 

capacity in Western Washington and grow TU’s influence in the Basin. Since hiring, Alex has been 

working diligently to build partnerships, gain an understanding of the landscape both ecologically and 

politically, and develop restoration projects that support TU’s mission. Currently, seven projects are 

seeking funding throughout the Basin spanning habitat improvement projects like fish passage and 

floodplain reconnection to developing a strategy for landowner outreach in a priority area and 

developing a TU advocacy strategy for the Office of the Chehalis Basin’s flood protection work, which 

includes the proposed dam. TU is monitoring the ongoing work of the Office of the Chehalis Basin – 

Chehalis Basin Strategy, who’s Board oversees funds that support flood mitigation and aquatic species 

restoration. The Aquatic Species Restoration Plan, the branch of the Chehalis Basin Strategy tasked with 

habitat and aquatic species goals, launched regional workgroups for project funding that was application 

based. TU submitted a successful application and is now a vetted project sponsor in the program.  

Beyond aquatic species goals, the Chehalis Basin Board has continued work on several flood protection 

initiatives. Below are several bullet points of work to come over the next year.  

• TU plans to monitor the Skookumchuck Dam study, which is looking at ways of addressing 

improvements for flood reduction and/or fish passage. The study is scheduled to be completed 

early 2023 and is exploring the feasibility of adjusting dam discharges, modifying the structure of 

the dam, or completely removing it. Salmon and trout species stand to gain a lot from modifying 

or removing the dam. Up to 20 miles of potential steelhead spawning habitat is above the dam, 

and WDFW assisted fish passage only resumed in 2020 after a hiatus since before 2008. Further 

information can be found here: https://chehalisbasinstrategy.com/skookumchuck-dam-study/ 

• TU is monitoring the Local Actions Non-Dam Alternative (LAND) steering committee that was 

instated in November 2021 to develop flood reduction alternatives that do not include a dam. 

The team plans to conclude the study and present the work to the Chehalis Basin Board in Fall 

2022. More information can be found here: https://chehalisbasinstrategy.com/local-actions-

non-dam-alternative/ 

• TU is monitoring the ongoing work to complete the Final EIS for the proposed flood retention 

facility, or dam, set to be completed early 2023. TU will likely develop a formal comment 

dependent upon the findings and develop a TU advocacy strategy for the Grassroots.  
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