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Supporting a National Tenants’ and Residents’ Union


Introduction

We are all too keenly aware that a deep and devastating housing crisis has developed in Britain.

Tenants (renters) and residents (leaseholders and shared owners) are outflanked when trying to challenge large, powerful corporate landlords who have seemingly endless resources and superior access to decision makers in local and national government, and in the press.

This has created an environment in which the landlord narrative is dominant, and alternative perspectives are efficiently, sometimes brutally, silenced.

Whereas there are many community and campaign groups carrying out excellent work to help tenants and residents self-organise, there is currently no national tenant and resident union of sufficient scale to redress this power imbalance.

It is within this context that we see:

· Estates left with life-threatening disrepairs;

· Rising rents, service charge abuse;

· Race and disability discrimination, and a failure to provide accessible housing:
· Antisocial behaviour;

· A loss of low cost rental housing;

· The stigmatisation of renters and the concept of social housing;

· Lack of access to legal remedy for housing issues;

· Revenge evictions; and

· Landlord harassment.

These trends have a direct impact in our workplaces. Pay rises won by trade union activists are immediately siphoned off to landlords. Workers lose too many days to sickness caused by unhealthy homes, the psychological strain of persistent antisocial behaviour, and the cumulative stress of defending themselves against a landlord’s war of attrition. Maintaining stable employment is almost impossible when workers are forced to relocate regularly or even end up homeless due to unjustified evictions and the lack of genuinely affordable housing.

The establishment of a tenants’ voice has been attempted several times, but all have failed, primarily because they were top-down approaches, funded and controlled by government or charities. They did not seek to create tenant and resident self-organisation, or crumbled because demand outstripped supply.

This does not however mean that a tenants and residents union will inevitably end in failure, but that the initiative needs to emerge from the labour movement and be grounded in the principles of self-organisation and developing a layer of activists able to empower member self-advocacy.

Like a trade union, such a body would:

· Support tenants and residents with individual casework;

· Support and resource members to campaign collectively on their estates;

· Advocate for legislative and political policy change that favours tenants and residents, not landlords.

Such a union would seek to end government endeavours to divide different categories of tenants and residents, applying protections to some and not others based on tenancy or landlord type, and conceding only to those with the loudest voices. We believe that this has been a factor in allowing the housing crisis to flourish. A union on a mass scale will be able to unite renters, shared owners, and leaseholders. It will also be open to all, irrespective of their landlord, whether council, housing association, or private, and seek to address problems with managing agents.
We are therefore working with campaign partners and the trade unions to explore the establishment of a national tenants and residents union, set up by the trade union movement and working to a collective self-empowerment model.
To add your name to the project, email shac.action@gmail.com. Support at this stage indicates only that your group believes the initiative is worth exploring. It does not commit any group to supporting or affiliating to an NTRU. Such decisions will rightly be made once its structure, aims, operating processes, and terms of reference have been agreed. We will encourage widespread participation when these are being discussed.  
Supported by:
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And the following tenants’ and residents’ associations:

· Akash Residents in Camden

· An Empty House Isn't a Home

· Ashwood Social Group

· Auckland Rise and Sylvan Hill Residents Association

· Bawley Court Tenants and Residents Association

· Beck House Residents Association

· Bermondsey Spa Residents Association 

· Birstall Park Court Residents Committee

· BPHA Residents

· Briar Close Tenants Association

· Bristowe Close Tenants and Residents Association

· Canada Court and Clifton Lodge Tenants and Residents Association

· Causeway Farm Residents

· Central Hill Estate Residents Association

· Cumberland Market Management Committee

· Five Towers Residents Association

· Friary Park Preservation Group

· Gray's Inn Tenants Association

· Guardian Court Residents Association
· Hastings Area Southern Housing Tenants Association

· Independent Tenants' Association for Guinness Court

· India House Scrutiny Panel 

· Kemsley Tenants Resident Association

· Leeds & District Housing Action Group

· Matilda Apartments Residents Group

· Merchants Walk Residents' Association

· Minerva Estate Residents Association

· Mustchin Foundation

· North Warwickshire Borough Wide Tenant Forum

· One Housing Residents Action Group

· Pinder Court Residents Collective

· Pioneer House Residents Association

· Rendall and Rittner Action Network

· Royal Mint Court Residents Association

· Salcombe Lodge Residents Association

· Sherwood Close Association

· Sir Thomas More Estate Residents Association

· Soothill Tenants & Resident's Group

· South Thamesmead TRA

· Southampton Tenants Union

· St Martins Tenants and Residents Association

· Stockwell Towers Group

· Suttons Wharf South (46 Palmers Road) Tenants and Residents

· Tenants Standing Together Association

· Trellick Tower Residents Association

· Victoria Park Community Association

· Waterfront Residents and Tenants
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