[Your name]
[Your full address]
[Your phone number]
[MP name] MP
﻿House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
[Date]


Dear [MP name]
I writing to you as a constituent of your borough to ask for support with a proposal which would help significantly improve access to justice for those who want to challenge extortionate and/or inaccurate service charges.
We know that service charge abuse is causing case load for every MP and councillor. Our proposal should help reduce demands on politicians to intervene in disputes.
Similar to the Rent Deposit Scheme (RDS), our proposed scheme would allow tenants and residents to deposit the disputed amount with the court. If the landlord can evidence the legitimacy of the charge within a specified timeframe, the monies would be passed to them. If not, it would return to the tenant or resident.
We believe that such as scheme would be fairer to both parties and significantly reduce the service charge abuse that is having a devastating impact on tenants and residents.
Please help us popularise this idea and lobby the Government by sharing our Parliamentary petition amongst your constituents and within any other relevant networks: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/731196 
The RDS has been highly successful, with an estimated 80% of deposit disputes being settled in favour of the tenants, and monies swiftly returned to them. It is a more efficient system than expecting tenants to make a claim through traditional channels.
The RDS stands in stark contrast to the current system for challenging service charges through the First Tier Property Tribunal, which is expensive and long-winded. Importantly, even when tenants or residents win a claim, landlords are not incentivised to return the charges already collected and regularly fail to refund the unauthorised amount. A fairer system is essential.
The Parliamentary petition has six months to run. If we reach 10,000 signatures, the Department for Housing, Communities and Local Government has to respond in writing. If we reach 100,000 signatures, we get the opportunity for a Parliamentary debate. This will allow MPs to share other problems caused to their constituents by service charge abuse.
We hope that you are able to help.
Yours sincerely
[Your name]
