From the ISR President

Improving Health in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: Moving the Needle Through Strengthening Imaging Capacity

Mortality due to noncommunicable disease in LMICs is becoming a leading cause of disparities in population health in these countries as compared to high-income countries. Caring for patients with NCD including cancer, stroke and other neurological diseases, heart disease, and trauma all require advanced imaging for screening, medical decision making and guidance for surgical and non-invasive therapies. 

ISR efforts to improve health in low- and middle-income countries through improving access to high quality, safe, and effective medical imaging is garnering ground roots support from the affected nations. The ISR is pleased to learn that the Health Ministry of the Republic of Cameroon, a current member of the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Board, will be sponsoring a WHO resolution to strengthen global imaging capacity. If the resolution is approved by the by the entire WHO Executive Board in January 2025, it will then be presented for consideration and adoption by the World Health Assembly (WHA 77) in May 2025. Such a resolution would provide the necessary political support and assistance for the WHO member states to develop strategic planning for increasing imaging capacity and mitigating infrastructure and political challenges.

The ISR will be supporting Cameroon’s resolution as it is moved through the WHO process. We are working closely with members of the Lancet Oncology Commission on Medical Imaging and Nuclear Medicine and the Lancet Commission on Sub-Saharan Africa in the effort. A website has been developed, https://imagingcommission.org/, that provides information and supporting the rationale for strengthening global imaging capacity, and I hope you will take the opportunity to visit the website. The draft resolution will be posted as soon as it is available. 

The ISR is well positioned to garner support for the resolution through interactions with our member societies and the broader international community. We will be working with other non-state actors in official relations with the WHO (NSAs) to develop a coordinated effort of support for the resolution among the NSA. 

Realizing the goal of improving health in LMICs through increasing global imaging capacity requires a multiprong approach, and this WHA resolution represents an important next step in the process. Procuring appropriate medical imaging equipment, educating and training the workforce in its safe and effective use, and integrating important tools such as artificial intelligence will all need to be considered in conjunction with the resolution, and the ISR stands ready to lend our support. Strengthening imaging capacity in LMICs will be an important step in the international imaging community’s shared initiative toward achieving global health equity. 
