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(Send Corrections to Steven Goings at sgoings@csumb.edu) 
 

CSUMB Updates  
 

Center for Black Student Success: The CBSS website is up at 
https://csumb.edu/blackstudentsuccess. Although it has been announced by the 
Chancellor's Office that the entire CSU system will continue with distance learning for 
the entire 2020-21 academic year, new building construction is continuing and their will 
be a physical location for the Center by the time students return. 
The CBSS will be producing a number of virtual events this semester which is covered in 
the Up Coming CSUMB Events section of today's Black Folks Calendar (scroll to section 
below).  
 
The CBSS has also invited key community leaders to serve with students, staff and 
faculty as part of the CBSS Inaugural Advisory Committee. 
Community Committee Members: Helen Rucker, Alice Jordan, Dirrick Williams and 
Charles Brown representing The Village Project, Inc., Josh Stewart representing the 
Monterey County Branch NAACP, Pastor Eugene Jones, Monterey City Councilman 
Tyller Williamson and MPUSD Candidate Debbie Anthony.  
 
 
Black Faculty Letter on systemic racism: Dr. Vanessa Lopez Littleton assured us 
that President Eduardo Ochoa is taking their concerns seriously and thanked 
community members for their support.  
 
Mandla Mentoring: Dr. Vivian Waldrup-Patterson has launched a mentoring 
program for Black students that consists of mentoring families of five to six students 
with a faculty advisor that meet for an hour about every 3 weeks with high-touch 
support in between family meetings. 
 
Harambee: I (Steven Goings) announced that I hope to extend the Harambee African 
Heritage Men's Support Group and Community Gathering to include students from 
Monterey Peninsula College and Hartnell.  
 
Historically Black Church Tour: This semester's tour will be held virtually. 
Members of the Black Folks Calendar Facebook group will receive an announcement of 
the Facebook Watch Party before Sunday service begins. Members of the Watch Party 
can also join me (Steven Goings) in my private zoom room for a thirty minute optional 
post service discussion.  
 
Black Students United: The BSU now has its own website! Check it out at 
bsuatcsumb.weebly.com as it is being built. The BSU is also in the process of 
beginning to research and archive its own 20+ year history. This year, the BSU is 
focusing on self-care and academic support. Future plans for the website includes 

http://bsuatcsumb.weebly.com/


developing an blog in which students can anonymously share pieces about racial 
injustices.  
 

Community Updates  
The Village Project, Inc. (from Dirrick Williams and Regina Mason): TVPI has been 
affected both by COVID-19 and the recent fires. Due to the recent fires, the horses for 
the Equine Therapy program were under threat and had to be moved (they are safe!). 
Due to the pandemic, TVPI was not able to hold its annual fundraiser luncheon in 
person and was forced to raise money online instead -- which was even more successful 
than the luncheons! And of course, therapy services have had to be converted to a tele-
therapy model.  
 
The Village Project is also beginning year 4 of the Emanyatta 5-year research study of 
students in K-4th grade which hopes to ultimately provide evidence-based proof that 
children strong social and racial identities and have been taught about their cultural 
heritage will have less debilitating mental health issue when they are older.  
 
A key feature of the Emanyatta Saturday program is exposing the children to guest 
speakers from African who can talk about their ancient connection to the continent. 
TVPI also has also built relationship with national Black scholars who engage the young 
students and hope to start engaging local Black scholars as well.  
 
Campus Town (from Danny Bakewell, Jr.): Campus Town is still forging along. There 
was a lawsuit filed against Campus Town claiming that was withdrawn and then refiled. 
Bakewell believes that they will overcome the lawsuit. However, legal challenges do 
delay projects. 
 
One of the consequences of delaying the project could be that competitors seeking to 
delay the project could unfairly jump ahead and other cities could potentially scoop up 
old Ft. Ord properties intended for Seaside.  
 
Campus Town will be the next-door neighbor to CSUMB. The project will remove the 
blight of the old military barracks, create job opportunities and bring new housing and 
retail to the area. Campus Town even has support from local environmental groups such 
as LandWatch, Sustainable Seaside, and Ft. Ord Wild that often been seen as not 
supporting development.  
 
Greater Victory Temple (from Pastor Ronald Britt): Due to COVID 19, services are 
online. Sunday Service is at 11 AM and there is Wednesday Night Bible Study at 6:45 
pm. Ways to watch:  

1. Go to the Greater Victory Temple website and click on Live Stream 

2. Go to the Greater Victory Temple Facebook page where the service will be 
broadcast live 

 
City of Seaside (from Mayor Ian Oglesby): Like everyone else, Seaside City 
Government is operating virtually where it can and in person where it must. Although 
not directly affected by the recent fires, many of Seaside's workers were affected and we 

https://greatervictorytemple.org/
https://www.facebook.com/greatervictorytemplecogic


had evacuees being helped within the City. City Fire and Police Departments assisted in 
Carmel Valley. Seaside Churches extended services and support to evacuees.  
Regarding COVID-19: Since March Seaside and Sand City had 493 positive cases (5% 
of cases in the County). The county is in the highest tier (purple code) of widespread 
cases. Congressional funding is only going to cities above 500,000 otherwise it goes to 
County level. We will probably be dealing with COVID-19 until next summer or longer.  
 
Homeless Crisis: City not enforcing ordinances against sleeping in cars in the Col. 
Durham area. Bethel Baptist and Greater Victory have opened their parking lots for safe 
parking area.  
 
Micro-loans for small businesses: Between $2,500 and $5,000.  
 
Police killings and Black Lives Matter: City listening to advocacy of local 
protestors. Non-violent calls will be responded to by someone without a gun and badge 
in the lead. Looking to hire one full time family and community support practitioner, 
one social worker and two part time assistant technicians to cover the city.  
 
$320,000 Budget: Initial grant funding for new and innovate service programs 
focused on youth (leadership and mentoring programs). 
Main Gate Proposal: Project will be evaluated on its own merits. Campus Town will also 
be pushed forward, together the two projects will be transformational. 
 
Super Saturday (from Dr. Brian Corpening): Super Saturday (CSUMB's primary 
Black student recruitment event) will be virtual and is for the community. CSUMB will 
engage Community members in helping us design the program. Monterey city 
councilman and CSUMB alum, Tyller Williamson, suggested a breakout room that 
connects Black alumni with potential recruits.  
 
Youth Summit (from Dr. Vanessa Littleton): Dr. Littleton is working with youth of 
CSUMB to coordinate a Youth Summit on Race. Tentative date is either Friday Nov 13 
or Sat Nov 14. Some ideas include 1) Public Trust & the Social Contract, 2) The Issue of 
Race in America, 3) Race and Policing, 4) Criminalization of Black Bodies, 5) "Calling 
All Allies: We Need You." Organizers are looking for sponsors, speakers and event 
planners. Contact Dr. Littleton at vlittleton@csumb.edu  
 
Outreach to Black Community (from Lacey Raak): Lacey is the Sustainability 
Director at CSUMB and is chair of the Seaside Environmental Commission. Ms. Raak 
was originally going to present on a food and justice project but it has been postponed 
due to the fires. When it gets back on track, the project will work with the communities 
CSUMB and Seaside to increase access to fresh healthy food Interested in supporting 
the work that folks are doing and bringing a lens of environmental justice.  
 
Court Emergency Support Response Team (from Regina Mason): The Village 
Project has a program for people who have been impacted by drugs. We have a crisis in 
our community with African Americans being impacted by the criminal justice system. 
There has been outpouring of community folks contacting The Village Project for 
support. Often the Village Project will refer to the NAACP which also has limited 



capacity. What Black defendants need are community folks to support them through the 
court and trial process.      


