
AFF MEMBER UPDATES: 
 
In August, Beirut was rocked by a series of devastating explosions that wreaked havoc 
throughout the capital and beyond, causing an already fragile socio-economic situation to 
worsen. Here are some of the interventions our member organizations implemented to 
support the communities in Lebanon as they continue to, once again, rebuild the city’s 
infrastructure and the morale of its inhabitants. 
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Research Grants Program (RGP) on "Health and Livelihoods in the Arab Region: 
Wellbeing, Vulnerability and Conflict" 

 

 

The ACSS Research Grants Program (RGP) on "Health and Livelihoods in the Arab Region: 
Wellbeing, Vulnerability and Conflict" responds to the continuous socio-political and 
economic restructuring of the Arab region, especially during the last decade marked by 
strife and conflict in some countries and resulting in mass displacement and forced 
migration. In countries that did not witness wars and conflicts, socio-political changes, 

http://www.theacss.org/


marginalization, social injustice and deprivation amongst vulnerable groups have also 
increased and are widespread. These developments have bad serious implications on 
inequalities in health and wellbeing. The RGP encourages applicants to address and 
analyze these implications using social scientific approaches as well as innovative health 
research that is relevant to the Arab region and to the health crises and challenges.  We 
invite applicants to submit proposals on a wide range of topics ranging from:  

 

• the intersection between health and livelihoods 

• ethics in doing health research  

• the role of culture in shaping health and health care provision  

• health from an institutional perspective 

• historical approach to health  

 

On our suggested list of topics, we have also included the Covid-19 pandemic: differential 
responses to it and implications on livelihoods and health care systems. The program is 
open to individual and teams of researches as well as collectives and institutions. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACSS survey on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the social science and 
humanities community across the Arab region 

In September 2020, the ACSS conducted an online survey to better understand the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the social science and humanities community across the 
Arab region. The survey targeted those working in research institutes or universities with 
master’s or doctoral degrees or their equivalent in a social science or humanities field, as 
well as cross-disciplinary fields related to the social sciences or humanities. The survey 
investigated the impact of COVID on research and data collection, time spent on teaching 
and research, publishing, professional development such as attending conferences, 
caregiving and work/life balance. Preliminary results should be available soon.  
 


