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    THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

May 16, 2021 Seventh Sunday of Easter  

 GATHERING 

 WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: From cell phones at kitchen tables, 
 sofas in front TVs,  
 or lawn chairs at the Lighthouse, 
All: God gathers us to hear the gospel proclaimed 
 in words and in deeds. 
One: To food banks and office suites 
 workstations and classrooms, 
 conference tables and computer screens, 
All: Christ sends us forth to serve and to share 
 with God’s people everywhere. 
One: In communities gathered for worship, 
 in memory of those who’ve gone before 
 in hope for things to come, 
All: The Holy Spirit fills us with God's love and joy! 
One: Come, let us worship the Lord our God. 

 HYMN  Come Down, O Love Divine  S 6 

  Maria vanKalken, organ 

 CENTERING 

 PRAYER OF INVOCATION Rev. Lindsay Popperson 

Jesus, you prayed that our joy would complete. Open us up to joy, in all the way it finds us. 
Open us to the joy of being in community, the joy of serving others, the joy of spending time 
on your good creation. We have learned that life is fleeting and precious. In the face of so 
much suffering, Lord, open us up to joy, so that we might live the abundant lives of love to 
which you have called us. We pray for ourselves and our world in the words that you taught 
us, saying:  

LORD’S PRAYER (debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God has shown us how to live: how to live in harmony with creation, how to live at peace 
with one another, how to live as we are meant to be. Too often we have turned from God’s 
ways, thinking our own paths might be better. In the silence, we consider the ways we have 
strayed from the path of love, and confess our sins to God 

SILENT PRAYER 

If we have turned from those who needed our help, forgive us, loving God.  
If we have hoarded wealth rather than sharing, forgive us, loving God.  
If we have allowed our tender hearts to grow hard and calloused, forgive us, loving God.  
If we have thought ourselves or others unworthy of love and belonging, forgive us, loving 
God.  
If we have settled for division instead of moving towards reconciliation, forgive us, loving 
God. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
The Psalmist says this about those who follow God’s ways: “They are like trees planted by 
streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.” 
We turn from our straying and our sinning, and turn towards God’s love. God forgive 
us, God renews us, and God refreshes us. Thanks be to God! 

LISTENING 

A MOMENT WITH OUR CHILDREN  Karen W. Kilty 

  Director of Children’s Ministries 

ANTHEM  The Lord is My Shepherd John Rutter 
 Nancy Dimock, oboe  

 From a live performance of the Old North Festival Chorus, April 2019 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 1 Read by Dave Cross 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,  
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
but their delight is in the law of the Lord,  
and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
which yield their fruit in its season,  
and their leaves do not wither.  
In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

  



GOSPEL LESSON John 17:6-19 Read by Frank Arren 

[Jesus said]: ”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that 
you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to 
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete 
in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you 
to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.” 

SERMON “In The Midst of This” Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 

SILENT PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER   

RESPONDING 

 OFFERTORY MOMENT  Rev. Lindsay Popperson 

 DOXOLOGY (#45) 

Praise God for love we all may share. 
Praise God for beauty everywhere. 
Praise God for hope of good to be. 
Praise God for truth that makes us free. Amen.  

SENDING 

 HYMN  I've Got Peace Like a River  #426 

  Stephanie Scarcella, mezzo-soprano; Maria vanKalken, organ  

BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 


