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Dear Friends,  

 

As the conclusion of my thirty-first year as Minister of Music at Old North Church draws near, like all of 

you, I never imagined the disruption in our lives brought on by COVID-19.  The questions and challenges 

facing us are formidable, but, I have been so comforted – truly grateful – by all of you: my colleague ministers 

and staff members, our professional musicians, lay ministry, countless volunteers, and so many remarkable 

friends here at Old North. Thank you for providing an environment which encourages and nourishes music 

as an indispensable ministry. 

 

I will remember Monday evening, March 9, 2020 forever.  During an emergency meeting of the Music and 

Festival Chorus Committees, I recommended the unthinkable: that we suspend rehearsals for our annual 

Lenten Evensong Concert scheduled to take place on Palm Sunday evening, April 5.  The music had been 

purchased by over 90 enthusiastic singers, the Festival Chorus and Senior Choir had started to rehearse two 

weeks before, the soloists and many of the orchestral players had been contracted, the posters were about to 

be printed, and the excitement surrounding our ambitious musical selection – Requiem For the Living, by 

Dan Forrest – was palpable.  But my instincts, ultimately shared and confirmed by my good colleagues, were 

to cease planning and preparing effective immediately.  In fact, rehearsals for our Senior Choir, Youth Choir, 

and Bell Choir were also suspended at this time. 

 

You’ve read the heartbreaking reports of how choirs around the world – determined to continue to rehearse 

the glorious repertoire we all love at Eastertime – have been fatally impacted by coronavirus.  From Seattle, 

to Amsterdam, to Berlin, and all corners in between, this relentless virus grips choirs and singers in particular. 

 

Here at Old North, the abrupt, albeit essential requirement to remain isolated and not able to safely gather in 

order to experience music together – whether from the organ bench and choir loft, in the Music Room 

rehearsing, or singing magnificent hymns of worship together in the sanctuary on Sundays – has been 

destabilizing on so many levels.  Yet, we all know that social distancing and group singing, are incompatible.  

 

Throughout the last eight weeks of this “new normal” – creating and maintaining our music ministry for our 

10am virtual Sunday services via YouTube – I have learned so much.  I have been so motivated by our gifted 

vocalists – both professional and volunteer – whose assistance has been invaluable in preparing our services, 

and by Sarah and Liz who are staying in touch with their Youth and Bell Choirs through Zoom meetings.  I 

have been so moved by the friendships and connections we’ve made with many of Boston’s finest free-lance 

artists.  And, I have been so inspired by our guest musicians, including our most recent collaboration with 

the extraordinary Kansas-based trumpeter Trent Austin, jazz pianist Mark Shilansky, and bass player Dave 

Clark, all of whom have prepared a special program while sheltering at home in order to delight your morning 

during our incomparable Jazz Sunday service on Sunday, May 17.  But, most of all, I have been reminded 

again and again of how vital our music program is here at Old North. 

 



Please understand that our general church budget supports many core elements of the music program we all 

so deeply cherish at Old North and by fulfilling your pledge this year, you are supporting the infrastructure 

for our musical staff. 

 

In this annual Music Patrons Fund appeal, while I typically remind you of the memories and wonders of our 

weekly and special music-filled services, glance ahead at all that we have to look forward to, and ask for your 

generous support of our extraordinary program, this request is different.  Since I cannot speak to what our 

music program will consist of in the near term, or when we can resume plans to sing and play together again, 

I must ask you to trust that it will be beautiful, heartfelt, and fulfilling in all the ways you have come to love 

and expect.  And, I must ask you to believe me when I underscore the fact that the careers of so many 

musicians who are integral to our Old North community and music program, are endangered. 

 

If you are in a position to contribute to our Music Patrons Fund at this time, your gift will not only help fund 

numerous programs which minster to the entire community and preserve our vibrant musical life at Old 

North, but you will be providing sustenance to so many imperiled artists.  For all of this impact and more, I 

believe this is a unique and important appeal, and I hope you agree. 

 

Kindly make your check payable Old North Church, noting “Music Patrons Fund” in the memo line, and 

mail to: 

 

Music Committee 

Old North Church 

8 Stacey Street 

Marblehead, MA  01945 

 

On behalf our hard-working Music Committee – Ruth Ann Wallace (Chair), Tim Sheehy (Treasurer), Dee 

Burgett, Pattye Comfort, Nicole Eicker, and Andrew Rodger – as well as Bell Choir Director Liz Smith, and 

Youth Choir Director Sarah Del Dotto, thank you, from my heart, for your consideration. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Maria van Kalken 

Minister of Music 

 


