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    THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Jazz Sunday 

May 23, 2021 Pentecost Online Service 

 GATHERING 

 PRELUDE My Ideal Richard Whiting 
 Mark Shilansky, piano; Doug Olsen, trumpet; Dave Clark, bass; Austin McMahon, drums 

 WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Like a mighty, rushing wind,  
like tongues of living flame, 

All: the Spirit fills the place where God’s people gather. 
One: What no eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
 no human mind conceived, 
All: our God has prepared and the Spirit will reveal. 
One: So come, let us make a joyful noise! 
All: Let us enter God’s presence with sounds of praise! 

 HYMN  Glory, Glory Hallelujah S18 
  Holly Cameron, soprano; Stephanie Scarcella, mezzo-soprano; Jazz Ensemble 

 CENTERING 

 PRAYER OF INVOCATION Rev. Lindsay Popperson 
All: Holy Spirit, you came to the disciples at Pentecost, and people from across 

the world could hear and understand one another. You came then as a voice 
speaking in every language. You come to us still, speaking to the deepest 
parts of us. We hear you today in the steady rush of waves. We hear you in 
music expressing what could never be spoken. You call to us in the languages 
of poetry, of birdsong, of protest, always making yourself known.  

One: We quiet ourselves now, so that we might hear your voice, calling to each one of us. 

SILENT PRAYER 
One: We call out to you in the words that Jesus taught us, saying: 

LORD’S PRAYER (debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

One: We struggle under burdens: the burden of self-sufficiency, the burden of shame, the 
burden of guilt. We struggle under the burden of injustice and grief. We carry these 
burdens—sometimes without even noticing. They mark our days, they shorten our 
steps, they hunch our backs. Jesus invites us to confession—which is really just 
another way of saying, Jesus invites us to lay our burdens down, and walk away from 
them. In the silence, we consider the burdens we have been carrying.  

SILENT PRAYER 

All: Jesus, we have brought our burdens to you. Take them from us, for we no 
longer wish to carry them. Forgive us our foolishness and our fickleness and 
our sins.  Be with us as we turn from old ways, and guide us towards a new 
way.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

One: An old spiritual goes like this: "Glory glory, hallelujah, since I laid my burdens 
down! I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burdens down!” Pentecost is a 
day of new beginnings, where the Holy Spirit comes on us and sends us on a new 
path.  

All: Unburdened of our sins, we are forgiven. Lightened of our loads, we follow 
the Spirit. Glory, glory, hallelujah!  

LISTENING 

A MOMENT WITH OUR CHILDREN  Karen W. Kilty 

  Director of Children’s Ministries 

ANTHEM  This Little Light of Mine Traditional Gospel 
 Holly Cameron, soprano; Jazz Ensemble 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 100 Read by Kathleen Jasaitis 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness;  
come into his presence with singing. 
Know that the Lord is God.  
It is God that made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.  
Give thanks to God, bless God’s name. 
For the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever,  
and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 2:1-21 Read by Ed Jasaitis 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 



Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 

SERMON “Tongues of Fire and All That Jazz” Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 

SILENT PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER   

RESPONDING 

 OFFERTORY MOMENT  Rev. Lindsay Popperson 

 DOXOLOGY (#45) 

Praise God for love we all may share. 
Praise God for beauty everywhere. 
Praise God for hope of good to be. 
Praise God for truth that makes us free. Amen.  

SENDING 

 HYMN  Oh Happy Day Philip Doddridge 

  Holly Cameron, soprano; Stephanie Scarcella, mezzo-soprano; Jazz Ensemble  

BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Dennis Calhoun 

POSTLUDE United Wayne Shorter 
 Mark Shilansky, piano; Doug Olsen, trumpet; Dave Clark, bass; Austin McMahon, drums 


