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S’running views of the Pacific Ocean and a resilient economy
that ranks San Mateo Cou nty as fourth richest in America
seems an almost io|y||ic utopia. Yet hidden in |o|oin sigh’r lies @
heart breaking struggle of thousands of children in object
poverty.

San Mateo Coun’ry is reflective of the poradox in America.
Despi+e its |of+y economic s’ronding, America leads the world
with more children experiencing poverty than most other
wealthy nations.(OECD Report Developed Nations/ Poor
Kids PBS Documenfqry).

Every 10 square miles in San Mateo Couner resides a million
dollar p|us income fax filer bordered by 9,000 to 27,000
children |iving at various poverty levels with some families

subsisting on less than $2000 a month. (Census 2020/ Deep
Poveri‘y).See pg. 6 Measuring Child Poveri‘y).

San Mateo Coun’ry is o |iving excmp|e of the contrast
between extreme wealth and poor. We have the |orges’r
income inequ0|i+y in California. The income of the top 1% is

50 times greater than the income of the remaining 99% (First
Five San Mateo Coun+y).

Childhood is Heeﬁng, gone within the blink of an eye with no
ability to be recaptured. Poverty strips away this priceless time
and leaves behind a child who often has impoired brain
deve|opmen+ o|ong with poor academic, cognitive

and health outcomes. The mental health status of children and
their parents living in poverty can result in depression, suicidal
Jrhouthrs, domestic violence and child abuse.

Single parent households, predominately led by women, have
the highest rate of poverty in San Mateo County. Those

most |il<e|y to live in these households are Black and Latino.

(Census 2020).

e Over 28 % to 36% of

school age children are
e|igib|e for free lunch.

(KidsData.O rg/S M CA”TogeH‘ler
BeHer.org)

Neor|y 16,000 children
live with food insecurity
but are ineligible for
federal assistance or
benefi’rs. (Feeding America
2020).

68,000 children (43%)

have repor+eo| mental and
physical abuse, stress, and
depression. (Kids Data.Org.).

16.3% of 9th groders and
17.6% of 11th graders have
considered suicide in the
past year. (KidsData.Org./
Digni+y Health Sequoic Hospi+a|
Repor’r).

San Mateo County has
the highes’r rate of you’rh
self injury hospi+o|izo’rions
compored to neighboring
counties and a higher rate
than the state average.
(Kids Data.Org).



We are
attempting to

save the worl
while blind to

what is
appenin INn our
owhn backyara.

San Mateo Cou nty has over 18,000 sing|e parent
households of which 36% are headed by women
who struggle fo miTINERERESRES T SRR, ¢ &
are couthr in persistent financial insecu rity.(The Cost of
Being Californian 2021: The Insight Center). T here are between
9,325 up to 27,208 children who live in poverty
(see pg. 6table 1 for details). If the San Mateo County self-
suﬁ(iciency index is useo|, the percerﬁcge neor|y
doubles. (see pg. 6 Table 1). Many families have
experienced food insecurity with Second Harvest
reporting that they have been feeding over 107,000

residents each month. (Second Harvest Report 2021)

Hidden In
Plain Sigh’r

The wealth gap has
widened with just eigl‘ﬁ'
families in the region
holding more wealth than
the bottom 50% of almost
a half million families.
(Silicon Valley Index; KQED Report

2/18/2023).

Pl’]i|on’rhropic giving has also
increased. Yet nearly 90%
of giving in the region is
going to national and
global causes. (The Giving
Code: Silicon Valley Non-Profits

and Pl‘lilanflflropy. )

We are attempting to
save the world while blind
to what is hoppening in our

own bOCl(yO rd.



The Facts
Childcare

Women are the first-line of caregivers,
performing more than 75% of those
responsibihﬁes for their children and e|der|y fomi|y

members.

Women left the Working world at a rate that hit
a 33 year high in 2021. The most common reason
given for leaving was the lack of childcare or the
exorbitant cost of childcare. (New York Times 2021:
Pandemic Created Childcare Crisis. Mothers Bore The Burden)

The average cost of care per child is $21,847 per
year. San Mateo County costs for childcare has
increased by 67% over past five years. -- the
most drastic increase in the Bay Area. (The Cost of
Being Californian, 2021, The Insight Center). San Mateo
County is among the top five most expensive
p|oces in the nation for cost of infant care. (USA

Today 2022).

A fomi|y of four with young children could be
spending nearly $6,000 per month on rent and
childcare. In the same scenario, having a
mortgage and childcare expenses could exceed
$8,000 per month. (Economic Policy Institute Family
Calculator 2029).

Childcare and housing costs eats up over 52% of

Fomi|y income. (Economic Policy Institute Family Calculator).

Childcare is not on|y an issue that direcHy impacts
families but is also an infrastructure issue. Childcare
options are absolutely fundamental to a working

society.

* There is a severe need for childcare program

ovoi|obi|i’ry as well as 0Ffordo|oi|i+y. Yet, the pay of a
childcare worker is 59 cents less per hour than a
C/Og WCIH(@I’ mOl(eS.(Dog Walkers Make More Than
Childcare ond Elder Ccre Wor'(ers Forfune Magazine
3/16/2020)

There is a shor’roge of 17,000 childcare, pre-schoo|
and oftercare slots with 79% of need for subsidized
care and 94% of infant care not being met.
(SAMCEDA Report 3/2023).

Sixteen of the 27 zip codes in San Mateo Cou nty
are considered "child care deserts". (SAMCEDA Report

11/2019).

Pre-pondemic, there were 940 childcare providers,
on|y 240 opened ofter the shutdown. A|’rhoug|’1 the
number of providers has greoHy improved aofter re-
opening of the economy, the shor’roge of slots
persists. (Chi|dccre Coordinating Council San Mateo County;
Childcare Needs Assessment 2023)..



Measu ring Child Pover’ry

A study conducted by the National Institute of Health
found that giving a low income mother a nominal
$333.00 per month changed the brainwaves of her
infant in positive ways. The invisible consequences of
child poverty become apparent much later in life. As
such, the measurement of child poverty can mean the
difference between being fed and going hungry.
(Poverty Reduction Alters Infant Brain Activity National Institute For
Health.Gov 2/2022).

* The federal poverty level was created in 1960 and is
calculated as 3 times the cost of an adequately
adjusted diet in 1964 and based upon data from
1955. Although adjusted upward for inflation, it
assumes outdated assu mptions that families spend
the majority of their budget on food. The poverty
threshold does not account for housing costs in
different geogrophic regions, childcare, transportation
costs, or poyro“ taxes. "There is no other economic
statistic in use today that relies on 1955 data and
methods developed in the 1960's." (Measuring Child
Poverty In The United States Institute For Research on Poverty Vol.
35 9/2019; 2008 Congressional Testimony Rebecca Blank

on Poverty Measure)

* In order to address these shortcomings other poverty
measuring tools have been introduced. The Census
Bureau introduced the Supp|emen+c| Poverty
Measure (SPM) in 2011 to better reflect 21st Century
life. SPM reflects the costs of food, c|o’rhing, shelter,

utilities, and geogrophic variation. (Census.Gov).

* San Mateo County is the most expensive county
in California for a family of four. It is also the
wealthiest.

* 10 of the richest zip codes in California are here.
(Kids Data.Org and Insight Center Report on Families 2023).

* [n 2013, the Public Po|icy Institute of California

and the Stanford Poverty Center released the
California Poverty Measure (CPM) to more
adequately reflect poverty in California, The
CPM takes into account necessary expendi’ru res,

and geogrophic differences in housing costs.

The United Way developed The Real Cost
Measure as their nationwide network found
that the true number of families con’rending
with poverty was hidden. (United
Waysca.org/realcosf.SanM a'l'eoCoum‘y.)

San Mateo County Self Suf\ciciency index was
created to measure the economic health of
families. It takes into account the cost of |iving,
taxes, transportation, health care costs and
available pub|ic assistance. In 2021, the index
minimum amount for a {omi|y of four was
$]60,6]7 per year. (The California Family Needs

Calculator based upon American Community Survey).

Kids Data.Org produces data on child well -
being in California from 35 trusted public
sources. |t is funded by the Lucille Packard
Foundation and the California Department of

Public Health. lts economic data on families

includes a poverty measure.



Measu ring Child
Pover+y

How Is Pover+y Defined?

Federal poverty level is defined as a {omi|y of 4
with annual income of $30,000 (US. Department of

Health and Human Services).

Despite major efforts to mitigate problems, young
children remain |’1is’rorico||y undercounted with the
2020 Census having the largest undercount since
1970. (Census.Gov2020). The undercount of young
children varies significonﬂy by race. You ng children
are more |il<e|y than other age groups to have
comp|ex |iving situations such as mu|+igener0’riona|
households with non-relatives, or blended fomi|y
households. These situations often lead to an
undercount.

Tracking economic indicators like inflation,
unemp|oymen’r, and gas prices are essential for
measuring the health of our economy. We must
also prioritize the economic well being of our
children in real time. Similar to economic indicators,
child poverty figures can chonge ropid|y due to life
circumstances such as poren’r jo|o |oss, divorce, illness
or unexpec’red expenses.

W hile the numbers may differ (depending upon
the measurement used,) we can all agree that way
too many children and families are s’rrugg|ing.

If we can't solve these issue here, in one of the
wealthiest areas in the world, where can +hey be

so|ved?

I_ ‘J
San Mateo Coun+y Pover+y Numbers

Listed below are the different child poverty rates
for San Mateo Coun’ry

* 2020 Census San Mateo County

157,276 children 0-18 years

Poverty Rate: 6.2% (Ranges 4.51% to 8.09%).
Number of Children: 9,325 10 12,724

* California Poverty Measure San Mateo County)

Poverty Rate: 12.0%
Number of Children: 18,873

* Kidsdata.org SanMateo County

Poverty Rate: 17.3%
Number of Children: 27,208

* Census Supplemental Survey: San Mateo County

Poverfy Rate: 5.1%
Number of Children: 8,021

* United Way Real Cost: San Mateo County

Households chi|y of Four: 24%
Number of Families: 54,921 below Real Cost Measure

¢ San Mateo County Self Sufficiency Index

In 2021 the index minimum amount for a Fc:mi|y of 4 to live

without any assistance was $160,617 per year. (The California
Family Needs Calculator based upon American Community

Survey).



Zip Codes and Hunger

One zip code is among the wealthiest
cities in America. It borders another
where the poverty rate is almost twice
the average in the Bay Area. A child
|iving in the first zip code

94027 (Atherton) has a very different
life from the one |iving in the second
94063 (Redwood Cijry). (Living At The
Intersection of Rich And Poor San Jose
Mercury News. 2/2020). Matthew
Desmond of Princeton said it best --"our
values should not end where our

properfy line begins.”

Child poverty in San Mateo County
exists in every zip code. The quickesf
way to idenﬁfy s’rrugg|ing children is to
look ot those who porﬁcipoJred in the
free lunch program in school. The
program requires the fomi|y be below
130% of the federal poverty level or
receiving SNAP to quo|i1fy..

Percent of Children who quc:|ify for free

lunch (California Department of Education 2022).

Sequoia Union: 29.9%

Redwood City Elementary: 57.8%
Ravenswood Elementary: 78%
Jefferson E|emen+ory: 499%
Jefferson Union High: 27 2%
Bayshore Elementary: 53.1%

San Bruno Elementary: 27.6%
Burlingame Elementary: 15.2%
Belmont Redwood Shores: 7.1%
San Mateo Foster City: 28.4%
San Mateo High School: 23.2%
Menlo Park Elementary: 9.3%
Cabrillo Unified: 39.6%

La Honda Pescadero: 37.8%
Sequoia Union High School: 29.9%
South San Francisco Unified: 34.4%
Millbroe Elementary: 25.0%
Pacifica: 17.4%

Brisbane Elementary 19.8%

(*California recently mandated free lunch for all Califronia

children. 8/2022.)

On|y 3 countries in the deve|oped world have a
higher poverty rate than the United States.
(PBS.Org Poor Kids Documen’rqry).

The Child Tax Credit cut child poverty
near|y in half--the |arges+ drop on record.
The tax credit delivered the most effective
measure to combat child poverty in the
nation's his’rory. (Center For The Study Of Social
Policy 2023). The program drove evictions to
a record low and powered a swift economic
recovery. Child abuse and neglect cases also
dropped‘ (JAMA Network 2023). In the span of
six months, poverty in America was
dros’rico“y reduced. (New York Times Editorial
3/16/2023).

Congress allowed the credits to expire,
causing child poverty to spike by 41%

no’riono“y. (Robert Reich). Pover’ry contfinues a

growﬂﬂ pattern in San Mateo Coun’ry.
(St. Louis Fed 2022).
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About
Jackie Speier

Re|o’rionships are currency.
Jackie Speier has Forged
thousands of re|o+ionshi|os in
both the private and public
sectors for over 50 years.
She has represented

San Mateo Coun’ry as a
County Supervisor, a
member of the State
Assemb|y, a State Senator
and a Congresswoman. She
was also a Jrechno|ogy Vice
President at Electronic Arfs.
There are very few peop|e
who know San Mateo
County as well as Jackie

Speier.

During her career, she has
delivered hundreds of
millions of dollars of state
and federal fu no|ing to San
Mateo County. She has
taken on some of the most
difficult and controversial
prob|ems and she has done
so with tenacity and
courage.

"I've been in many
campaigns in my career,"
said Jackie but eraclicaﬁng
child poverty in San Mateo
Counfy will be the most

important one of my life.

Women and children have benefited from her work in
areas such as ﬂmding and |egis|o+ion in pedioJrric
cancer research, creation of the breast cancer postage
stamp to fund breast cancer research, sexual assault
prevention |egis|o’rion, suicide prevention |egis|0’rion,
enforcement of child support orders, child abuse
prevention, and financial privacy. Jackie also created
the Professional and Business Women's Conference

(PBWC) which has become among the |orges+ in the

nation and has educated tens of thousands of women.

Jackie is a mother of two children, a wife and a best
se||ing author of two books: She was named one of
the fiﬂ'y most fearless women in the world by

Newsweek and one of the most influential members
in the US House by Politico magazine. She resides in
Hi||sborough, California with her husband Borry and

their o|og Emma.



A Message From Jaékie Speier:

I've been in many campaigns in my career. Erodicoﬁng child poverfy

will be the most important one of my life.

Our cha“enge will be connecting the resources, innovation and wealth
of San Mateo Counfy to the tremendous needs of women and
children. I'm confident we can.

Won't you join me?

We are initiating a series of summits and community feedback sessions
in order to shope grorﬁ—mokmg for maximum impalct. As a result, we
are not yet at the fu nding stage. Please check back here for updo’res
on this process as we will pub|ic|y communicate what is learned.

For information on supporting the important work of the foundation

erough donations |o|eose contact:

Shery| Young

San Mateo Coun+y Progrqm Director
Phi|cn’rhropic Ventures Foundation

syoung(@ ventu resfou nc|o+ion.org

(650)-245-9090

For information on pgrfnerships and upcoming events |o|eose contact:

Margaret Lyons at infojackiespeierfoundation@gmail.com

For all other requests, p|eose email us:

| mcojcckiespeierfou ndai‘ion@g mail.com




