
Laudato Si in Action 

The Season of Creation 
On September 1, Pope Francis released a message at the start of the Season of Creation: 

This season of increased prayer and effort on behalf of our common home begins today, 
1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends on 4 October, 
the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.   

Pope Francis continues: 
 

This is the season for letting our prayer be inspired anew by closeness to nature, which 
spontaneously leads us to give thanks to God the Creator. 

 
But prayer is simply not enough to respond to the urgency of the climate crisis, there is also a 
need for effort: 
 

It is also a season to reflect on our lifestyles, and how our daily decisions about food, 
consumption, transportation, use of water, energy and many other material goods, can 
often be thoughtless and harmful. Too many of us act like tyrants with regard to creation. 
Let us make an effort to change and to adopt more simple and respectful lifestyles!  

 
Now is the time to abandon our dependence on fossil fuels and move, quickly and 
decisively, towards forms of clean energy and a sustainable and circular economy. Let 
us also learn to listen to indigenous peoples, whose age-old wisdom can teach us how 
to live in a better relationship with the environment. 

 
In his message, our Holy Father also has stern words for our leaders. He concludes with: 

Each Christian man and woman, every member of the human family, can act as a thin 
yet unique and indispensable thread in weaving a network of life that embraces 
everyone. May we feel challenged to assume, with prayer and commitment, our 
responsibility for the care of creation. May God, “the lover of life” (Wis 11:26), grant us 
the courage to do good without waiting for someone else to begin, or until it is too late. 

 
You can find Pope Francis’ complete message at tinyurl.com/PopeMsgSept1  

Working together, we can help take care of our common home. 

Paul Litwin 
 


