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[Date] 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen
1021 O Street, Suite 5720 
Sacramento, California 95814
Re: AB 2189 – Statewide Special Education Parent Advocacy Collaborative – SUPPORT
Dear Assemblymember Nguyen,
I am pleased to support AB 2189, which will establish a coordinated, statewide infrastructure for special education advocacy, outreach, and leadership development. This bill is a timely and necessary response to the growing need for stronger systems-level advocacy to protect the rights of students with disabilities and their families.
Optional: Include 1–2 sentences about your personal connection to special education or disability. For example, you may be a parent, family member, self-advocate, educator, or someone who has directly navigated the special education system.
For decades, the federal government has played a central role in enforcing the rights of students with disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, overseen by the U.S. Department of Education. However, recent federal actions have weakened oversight and enforcement capacity. As a result, responsibility is increasingly shifting to states, local education agencies, and ultimately to parents and self-advocates.
California benefits from strong local organizations, including Family Empowerment Centers and other community-based groups, that provide critical individual advocacy, information, and peer support to families. However, local advocacy does not always translate into coordinated statewide action. Currently, California lacks a structured mechanism to bring together local leaders to engage in unified, systems-level advocacy.
AB 2189 addresses this gap by focusing on coalition building and statewide coordination. Rather than duplicating individual advocacy efforts, the bill would support the development of a network of leaders from across California who can leverage their local expertise to drive broader policy and systems change for special education pupils, including those transitioning to postsecondary education and adulthood.
Specifically, AB 2189 would:
• Establish a statewide network of approximately 40 to 50 leaders with strong local connections
• Support in-person convenings to identify shared priorities, and align strategies
• Provide training in community organizing and statewide advocacy
• Create the infrastructure needed to coordinate advocacy efforts across regions and communities
California has a strong network of local leaders and advocates. What is missing is the infrastructure to connect these efforts into a unified, statewide movement for change. AB 2189 provides that missing link.
For these reasons, I strongly support AB 2189. Thank you for your leadership on this important issue and for authoring this bill. 
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]

