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What's To Come This Summer in Ohio!
Jim Waechter, Moderator
The National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches (NACCC) will welcome Rev. Brett Younger,
Senior Minister of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, NY
as this year’s Bible Lecturer at the June Annual
Meeting and Conference in Cleveland, OH.
Brett was excited to be given the meeting theme,
“Jesus the Heart of it All,” because Jesus is at the
heart of what he wants to lecture about. Brett will
spend three sessions looking for our stories in Mark’s
story of Jesus. We may find that we are the would-be
disciples, hungry souls, and surprising saints of the
second Gospel.

Come and meet Brett Younger as well as enjoy an
opportunity to gather with other NACCC church
members and Leadership in Cleveland at this
year’sAnnual Meeting and Conference, June
22 – 25, 2019.

Annual Meeting &
Conference
Cleveland, Ohio
June 22-25, 2019

Proactive Prevention
Cindy Bacon Hammer, Chair, Board of Directors
The Board of Directors (BoD) has created a task team to look at the best possible way for
our member churches to prevent and deal with sexual abuse. This is a proactive move on
the part of the BoD. Though much work has been done in the past, the Board feels strongly
that now is the perfect time to take another look at this issue, for the protection of our
children, members and churches. We are asking our readers to consider being a part of
this important task team. Thus far, the team has three members, and we are looking for a
few more. If you are interested in participating in this task team, please contact me by
phone at 608-212-4226, or email.

Churches Investing In Their
Future
Varn Philbrook, Board of Governors
The Congregational Investment Trust (CIT) held
their annual meeting in February at our NACCC
Headquarters. Senior financial advisors Eric Salzer and
Elizabeth Stone from Vanguard’s Institutional Advisory
Services hosted the in-person presentation to all
available local members and the CIT oversight
committee. Other member churches attended via videoconference. Eric focused on reviewing this past year’s
performance, particularly after the not-so-spectacular
December showing of the markets! Our, and by Our I
mean both the Association and the NACCC member
churches who are invested in the CIT weathered the
downturn in a very safe and sane manner.
We also welcomed five more churches into the CIT
program; First Congregational Church of Cape
Coral, FL; Congregational Church of Soquel,
CA;First Congregational Church of Yarmouth,
MA;Congregational Church of Canton, MA;
andBaleville Congregational Christian Church of
Newton, NJ.
The CIT program is open to all NA member churches
and provides an investment vehicle for their individual
monies aggregated to greatly reduce management fees
while providing first class institutional advisory
services.

Member Church News
On March 27th, Astronaut
Drew Feustel spoke at The
Congregational Church
in Summerfield, FL
The biennial Plymouth
Members Art Show opens
on April 14th at Plymouth
Congregational Church
in Minneapolis, MN
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MEMBER CHURCHES:
Please return your
subscription update form.
Find it in the mailing you
received in March or fill
out the form here.
INDIVIDUALS:
To continue receiving your
individual copy, please
update your subscription

CALL FOR PHOTOS! We are currently seeking your best, high
resolution photos of your churches to be featured in our annual
report and our monthly E-News! To submit, send us an email
here.

by returning the form you
received or fill out the
formhere.

Send us your news & photos!
Submissions for the May issue are due by April 20, 2019
development@naccc.org
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Recent Calls and Ordinations
Recent Calls and Ordinations

Congratulations





The following churches
recently ordained or
called ministers to their
churches.

Calls
Pastor Tyler Thomsen
First Congregational Church
Petersen, IA
March 17, 2019

For I know the

Installations

plans I have for

Rev. Christina Murphy
Horton Congregational Church
Horton, MI
March 2, 2019

you, declares the
Lord, plans for
welfare and not for
evil, to give you a
future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

Rev. Dr. Chris Surber
Mount Hope Congregational Church
Livonia, MI
March 16, 2019
Rev. Andrew Smith
Congregational Church of Bound Brook
Bound Brook, N.J.
March 16, 2019
Rev. Jeff Larson
Ozaukee Congregational Church
Grafton, WI
March 23, 2019

For more information on
our pastoral search
process, please contact
Laura Wright at:
lwright@naccc.org or
(414) 856-1614
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PROVIDENCE ENDOWMENT
GRANT APPLICATION
Application Deadline: April 12, 2019
Church Name
Address

City

State

Zip Code

Contact Person
Phone

Fax

Email

Minister (if not the contact person)
Number of years the Church has been a member of the NACCC
Number of Church Members
Estimated Total Cost of Attendance __________ Amount Requested (not to exceed $500) ___________

Attach a brief description (1 page maximum) that includes the following:






Last time the Church sent a delegate to the Annual Meeting and Conference (AM&C).
Reason the Church requires assistance with AM&C costs.
Number of individuals who plan to attend the upcoming AM&C from your Church.
The specific day(s) of AM&C your delegate will attend.
How you heard about the program.

I/We have read the Guidelines for the Providence Endowment for grant support and agree to the terms
and conditions outlined therein (See reverse).

Signature of Contact

Print Name and Title

Date
Please send this page and brief description sheet to:
Congregational Foundation
PO Box 288
Oak Creek, WI 53154
FAX: 414-764-0319
EMAIL: development@naccc.org

Providence
Endowment
The Providence Endowment was established and initially
funded by the 2004 Annual Meeting and Conference Host
Committee to help churches offset the expenses of sending a
delegate to the Annual Meeting and Conference.

About:
 The Providence Endowment will provide a grant to cover
registration fees for the Annual Meeting and Conference.
 The registration fees provided by the Providence
Endowment will be directly paid from the Endowment to the
NACCC.
 Any remaining awarded funds will be sent to the church for
use towards travel expenses.
 Grants will be awarded up to $500 per church.

Requirements:
1. The Member Church must not have been able to send a
delegate to the Annual Meeting for 3 or more years, due to
financial reasons.
2. The Church must be an NACCC Active Member Church.
3. Grant Recipients must complete and submit a Grant Report
within 30 days of the Annual Meeting and Conference for
which the funds were received.

JOHN RICHARD MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT
GRANT APPLICATION
Application Deadline: April 12, 2019
Church Name
Address

City

State

Zip Code

Contact Person
Phone

Fax

Email

Minister (if not the contact person)
Number of years the Church has been a member of the NACCC
Number of Church Members
Event Name _____________________________________________________ Date of Event ____________
Estimated Total Cost

Amount Requested (not to exceed $500) _____________

Attach a brief description (1 page maximum) that includes the following:





A description of the fine or performing arts event you are planning.
Why you are planning this event and the benefits you expect to receive from it.
A projected budget that shows itemized costs
How you heard about the program

I/We have read the Guidelines for the John Richard Memorial Endowment for grant support and agree
to the terms and conditions outlined therein (See reverse).

Signature of Contact

Print Name and Title

Date
Please send this page and brief description sheet to:
Congregational Foundation
PO Box 288
Oak Creek, WI 53154
FAX: 414-764-0319
EMAIL: development@naccc.org

John Richard
Memorial Endowment
The John Richard Memorial Endowment was established by his
family as a loving and living memorial. His love for music and
theater performance was a large part of his talented but short
life.

About:
• The Endowment awards annual grants to National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC)
Active Member Churches of 200 members or less that are
planning a fine or performing arts event in their church.
• Grants will be awarded up to $500 per church.
• All funds awarded for an event must be used by April 1, 2020.

Requirements:
1. The event program or bulletin must include mention of the
John Richard Memorial Endowment of the Congregational
Foundation and the NACCC. A copy of this program or
bulletin must be submitted with the final grant report.
2. The church must have 200 members or less.
3. Grant recipients must complete and submit a brief
questionnaire as a final grant report within 30 days of
the event for which the funds were received

WE NEED TO HEAR BACK FROM YOUR CHURCH
Dewey Gierke, pastor at First Congregational Church in Cape Coral, FL, referred to The Congregationalist as
“the one thing that unifies the diverse churches and congregations that make up the NACCC.”
Four times a year, the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC) mails 4-8 copies of
The Congregationalist to all active member churches at no charge. This is one of the many services you receive
as a member of the NACCC, and we hope your church is enjoying the publication.
Because of the increasing expenses of designing, printing and mailing the magazine, we need to know if your
church wants to continue receiving it. We ARE NOT asking you to pay for the publication, however, donations
are always welcome, but rather we are asking your church to confirm that you want to receive it.
WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please fill out and tear off the sheet below and mail it back to the address listed. Or, fill out the form
electronically by going to our website at http://www.naccc.org/cc.html, or call Tracy Bernhardt at 414-856-1615
and provide her with the information requested below.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes, (name of church) __________________________________________________________________ wishes
to continue to receive the magazine.
Request _____copies be mailed to the Church

Phone: _________________________________________

Church Address_____________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________________________________
Name of person filling out form________________________________________________________________
MAIL FORM TO:
NACCC
P.O. Box 288
Oak Creek, WI 53154

February 2019

Dear Reader,
Marianne King, editor of The Congregationalist, recently wrote in an article that, “the magazine can serve
Congregationalism by preserving its history for future generations; advancing the understanding and practice of
the Congregational Way; helping our members overcome the challenges facing today’s churches; and providing a
platform for theological thought and discussion”.
We hope you enjoy reading The Congregationalist each quarter and that you also find it to be informative,
educational, and thought provoking. The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC) is
dedicated to making sure the magazine is available to all those who enjoy reading it, no matter if you are a member
of a NACCC church, past member, or just interested in the Congregational Way. And, because we don’t require our
readers pay a subscription, many individuals receive the quarterly publication at no cost.
Unfortunately each year production and mailing costs increase while donations remain stagnant and some years
have decreased. Because of the increasing expenses of designing, printing and mailing the magazine, we need to
know if you want to continue receiving the magazine. Please fill out the form below and mail back to us. If we
don’t hear from you we will assume you no longer want to receive it.

Please confirm that you want to continue to receive The Congregationalist
Fill in and tear off the sheet below and mail it back to the address listed. Or, fill out the form electronically by
going to our website at http://www.naccc.org/CongMag.html, or call Tracy Bernhardt at 414-856-1615 and
provide her with the information requested below.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Yes, I would like to continue receiving The Congregationalist.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________Email address____________________________________________
Church____________________________________________________________________________________
8473 South Howell Avenue, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0288
414-764-1620 | 800-262-1620 | FAX 414-764-0319 | EMAIL naccc@naccc.org | www.naccc.org

