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It's Never Too Early 

Michael Chittum, Executive Director 

Each of our member churches has an annual cycle of events. This includes things like your Annual Meeting, 
the start of Sunday School and choir in the Fall, and the Season of Advent. In a similar way, the NACCC has an 
annual cycle of events. 
 
For instance, every year the NACCC needs nominees for leadership positions. Every year, member churches 
contribute to the Shared Ministries Fund (SMF). Although deadlines for these important things are months 
away, with leadership nominations due January 15, and SMF contributions due March 31 it is never too early 
to begin planning for both. 
Consider folks in your congregation who would be a good fit to serve the NACCC and complete 
the nomination form. Act now so your church’s contribution to the SMF will arrive well in advance of March 
31. Your early attention to these things will benefit your Association, and we thank you. 

 

https://simplebooklet.com/thecongregationalistseptember2020
https://simplebooklet.com/thecongregationalistseptember2020
http://www.mayflower1620.org/
http://www.mayflower1620.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/eae3aea9301/422b66df-285f-4111-b612-75c644514462.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/eae3aea9301/422b66df-285f-4111-b612-75c644514462.pdf
https://naccc.wufoo.com/forms/m1hmftgf1n48xat/
https://naccc.wufoo.com/forms/m1hmftgf1n48xat/
https://www.naccc.org/now-trending.html
https://www.naccc.org/now-trending.html
https://www.naccc.org/uploads/6/0/0/9/6009825/2020_sept-devotionals_order_form.pdf
https://www.naccc.org/uploads/6/0/0/9/6009825/2020_sept-devotionals_order_form.pdf
https://www.naccc.org/nominate-someone.html
https://www.naccc.org/shared-ministries-fund.html
https://www.naccc.org/uploads/6/0/0/9/6009825/2021_nomform-electpos-travel-ltexpectation_revised_2-20-20.pdf
https://www.naccc.org/uploads/6/0/0/9/6009825/fair_share_giving_information_sheet_09.18.pdf
http://www.naccc.org/


One Great Hour of Sharing 

2020 Natural Disasters 
Julie Robie, Missions Administrator 
 
Thank you! A One Great Hour of Sharing appeal was launched in 
late August to enable the NACCC through the Mission and 
Outreach Ministry Council to respond quickly to needs resulting 
from natural disasters. Funds have already started to arrive in 
the NACCC office. Please share the appeal with your churches, 
mission councils or individuals who might wish to 
contribute. More details and donation information can be found 
on our website. 

 

 

 

Consider Participating 

Dan Drea, Chief Financial Officer 
 
COVID-19 has affected all facets of our lives, including financial markets 
which have fluctuated wildly throughout 2020. Churches of the NACCC 
continue to navigate, maintain, and grow financial resources to support 
their ministries. As a service to our churches, the NACCC invites your 
congregation to participate in the Congregational Investment Trust (CIT). 
The CIT employs the vast financial resources of Vanguard. 
 
Working within the framework of the Trust’s Investment Policy Statement, 
Vanguard has developed a total return portfolio that targets a 65%/35% 
mix of equity investments to fixed income securities. This combination is 
designed to provide robust returns at an acceptable risk tolerance level. 
Since partnering with Vanguard in January of 2013, these investments 
produced a return of 6.85% net of fees. A special welcome to East Freetown 
Congregational Christian Church of East Freetown, MA, our newest 
member church to the CIT. To learn more about the CIT, please call me at 
414-856-1616 or email me. 

 

 

50 Best Ways for Your 
Church to Commemorate the 
Plymouth 400 Landing and 

First Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

1. Use US postal forever 
Mayflower stamps (Scheduled 
for release in September, 2020) 
 
50.Tell this joke: “If April 
showers bring May flowers, what 
do May flowers bring?” 
“PILGRIMS!” 
 

Find #2-49 here 

  

 

Send us your news and 
photos! 

Submissions for the 
October issue are due by 

Sept. 25, 2020  
 

National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
8473 S. Howell Avenue, P.O. Box 288 

Oak Creek, WI 53154 
800-262-1620 ext. 1610 

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/eae3aea9301/a3498615-4a12-41fe-9d6b-6829f0d33141.pdf
https://www.naccc.org/now-trending.html
https://www.naccc.org/congl-investment-trust.html
mailto:ddrea@naccc.org
https://www.naccc.org/uploads/6/0/0/9/6009825/best_ways_to_commemorate_p400.pdf


One Great Hour 
of Sharing  

2020 Natural Disasters 

This is an unprecedented time in our country. From the California wildfires to the derecho that devastated 

Iowa to the tropical storm/hurricane season already upon us, these natural disasters have affected hundreds 

of thousands of our fellow citizens and continue to threaten many others. The Mission and Outreach Ministry 

Council (MOMC) of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is making an appeal for 

funds to replenish “One Great Hour of Sharing” financial resources. Rather than focusing on just one of these 

natural disasters, the appeal is for general funding with MOMC making the decision on where to allocate the 

donations among these three disasters and what may happen in the next several weeks. 

 

Donate online at www.naccc.org or send a donation via check. Please include a note with your donation  

indicating that the funds are intended for “2020 Natural Disasters”. 

 

  Send donations to: 
   NACCC-OGHS 
   PO Box 288 

   Oak Creek, WI  53154 

 



Praise for… 

Rev. Matthew Oladele, Christ to 
the Villages in Nigeria, sent 
along a picture in his quarterly 
report of the thriving Cashew 
Farm project in Akuo Village of 
Kwara State.  This sustainability 
project was started in 2019.  

Jim & Sharon Powell with members of the Mission and 
Outreach Ministry Council at the 2019 Annual Meeting  
& Conference. 

Happy Life Children’s Home 
Every year at the NACCC Annual Meeting and  

Conference, the Mission and Outreach Ministry  

Council (MOMC) interviews all missionaries present  

at the meeting.  The interview lasts for 45 minutes  

and includes questions about the work of the mission, 

projects for which they need support, a check in to see 

how the missionary is doing spiritually, emotionally 

and physically and ways in which folks can pray for 

them.  It is a time of intimacy and information  

gathering with the goal of building supportive,  

reciprocal, and accountable relationships.  This year, 

MOMC has plans to interview every NACCC missionary 

in a similar but virtual way.  The interviews will be 

done with Zoom, phone calls or emails.  Would you 

pray that God parts the waters of communication 

glitches? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panamerican Institute 
The Panamerican Institute (PAI) continues its goal of 

providing the best possible Christian and learning   

environment to students by finding ways for their   

students to continue their education online.  This has 

been difficult since not all students have equipment or 

internet service at home and many families have    

children in different classes.  One family even has a  

student in the first-year class, second year class and 

third year class.  (PAI) teachers worked on special   

lessons to be sent to parents’ cell phones, via 

WhatsApp, because students did not have time to 

take their books home. Being aware that their         

students needed extra time to borrow computers 

from friends and family and/or use neighbors’ WiFi 

connection, their teachers use a platform which allows 

work to be completed at a different pace than before 

the pandemic. 

 

Hosanna Industries 

The faith-based mission of Hosanna Industries  

transforms cries of “Hosanna” into praises of 

“Hallelujah.” Hosanna achieves this vision through 

four main valves: by helping low income families  

renovate their homes at no cost, providing trade skill 

training, aiding in disaster relief, and by offering a  

variety of activities geared towards creative and  

spiritual wellness and development. In the process, 

Hosanna 'renovates' the lives of families, the mission 

workers, the financial supporters, and the hundreds of 

volunteers that give generously of their time annually. 

NEWS & NEEDS 

A quarterly publication of the Mission and Outreach Ministry Council  

by Julie Robie, Missions Administrator  

Summer 2020 



NEWS & NEEDS Summer 2020 

For more information on NACCC missions, or to make a donation please 
contact Mission Administrator Julie Robie at 800.262.1620 or 
603.642.7270 or email at jrobie@naccc.org. 
 

National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
Missions and Outreach Ministry Council  

PO Box 288 
Oak Creek, WI  53154 

 

For a complete listing of NACCC Mission Projects  
or to donate, see our website: www.naccc.org  

and click on “Missions.” 

Needs of the Missions In Brief 

 Argentina (Asociacion Civil Cristiana Congregational) – child    

        sponsorship; tools and medicine for the clinic 

 Cameroon (Mission School of Hope) – mosquito nets, fish farm 

supplies 

 Colorado (A Christian Ministry in the National Parks) –  worship 

books, student sponsorship 

 Florida (Bread of Life) – supplies for ministry to the homeless 

 Ghana (Word Alive Mission) – child sponsorship and school desks 

 Haiti (Love Worth Sharing) - bedrolls 
 Honduras (Ministerio Vida Hospital) – medical and dental supplies 

 India (Indian Community Fellowship) – sewing machines, food for 

the children, computers 

 Kenya (Happy Life Children’s Home)–sponsorships, building funds 

 Kenya (Pilgrim’s Presence) – mosquito netting, personal  hygiene 

items for women and Bibles in Pokot Language 

 Mexico (Fishers of Men) – supplies for medical crusades 

 Mexico (Panamerican Institute) – student sponsorships, 30 lab 

coats for students (sizes 12 – 14), funding for facilities 

 Myanmar (Congregational Church of Myanmar) – child            

sponsorship, support for teachers 

 Nigeria (Christ to the Villages) – funding for Cashew Tree Farm 

 Pennsylvania – (Hosanna Industries) – tools, building materials, 

classroom/activity supplies 

 Philippines (NACC) – child support, kitchen utensils, kitchen      

appliances/equipment 

 Tennessee – (Morgan Scott Project) – gas vouchers, home repair 

funds, books and tuition for students 
 

For a more detailed list, please contact Julie Robie at jrobie@naccc.org. 

At the 2019 fall budget retreat, the MOMC developed a timeline for 

requiring and receiving quarterly and annual reports from all NACCC 

missions.  These reports are structured to provide a clear overview of 

financial and program information, new project proposals, pictures,  

and prayer requests.   October, November and December 2019 reports 

were due in January, 2020.  22 of 25 missions submitted their reports 

Quarterly Reports COVID-19 

The Mission and  

Outreach Ministry 

Council wishes to 

thank donors who  

contributed to the 

One Great Hour of 

Sharing COVID 19 

disaster  appeal.   

To date, funds have 

been disbursed for 

food programs,  

Personal Protective 

Equipment, clean  

water and personal 

health care   

programs, as well as 

care for the elderly and children living in poverty 

both in the US and in the communities served by 

NACCC International Missions.  Multiple  

international missions are experiencing a  

comorbidity of COVID 19, Dengue Fever, measles, 

H1N1, chicken pox and malaria. Please continue 

to pray for these missions as they navigate the 

very uncertain days and months to come.  

Prayers for... 

 Rev. Teodoro Stricker, who is recovering from  

        surgery. (Asociación Civil Crisitiana Congregational) 

 Rev. Charles Nyane (Word Alive Mission), and Rev. 

Matthew Oladele (Christ to the Villages) both    

recovering from malaria. 

 Health and finances for Rev. Julio and Elba Santana 

as they approach retirement. (Bread of Life) 

 For the family of Pastor Jaymar Doulos who passed 

away due to complication of heart and kidney   

disease. (Christian Mission in the Far East) 

 A bilingual volunteer who loves children of all ages 

to come to work in their homeschool environment. 

(Fishers of Men) 

 Finding willing and capable field mission workers to 

do this great work for the Lord.  Also for youth who 

stand out with regards to strong work ethic and 

Godly values. (Hosanna Industries) 

 Pray that we effectively put together the programs 

to help seafarers not only when they come to the 

ports we serve but when they are at sea and in 

other ports. (Seafarer’s Friend) 

mailto:jrobie@naccc.org
http://www.naccc.org/


2021 - 2022 NACCC Planning Calendar Order 
 

 
 

 
 

Please send  Two Year (2021-22) Calendars 

$10.00 per copy - plus shipping 
 
 

(Please Print Clearly) Send Calendars to: 

Name:     

Address:     

City:    State:    Zip:    

Telephone:     

Please send completed form to: 

NACCC  

PO Box 288 

Oak Creek, WI 53154-0288 

or 

Email your request to: lwright@naccc.org 

Telephone: 800-262-1620 ext. 1614 

Fax: 414-764-0319 

mailto:lwright@naccc.org


Order your NACCC Devotionals 
Advent 2020 and/or Lent 2021 

Online: www.naccc.org  

NACCC 
PO Box 288 

Oak Creek, WI 53154-0288 
or 

Email your request to:  lwright@naccc.org 
Telephone:  (800) 262-1620 ext. 1614 

Fax:  (414) 764-0319 

2021 Lent Devotionals 
 

Please send ________  Lent Devotionals 
Price:  $3 per copy – includes shipping & handling charges 

 
 (Please Print Clearly)    Send Devotionals to: 
 
Name:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________   State: _____         Zip: __________ 
 
Telephone:  __________________________________________ 
 
 

2020 Advent Devotionals 
 

Please send ________  Advent Devotionals 
Price:  $3 per copy – includes shipping & handling charges 

 
 (Please Print Clearly)    Send Devotionals to: 
 
Name:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________   State: _____         Zip: __________ 
 
Telephone:  __________________________________________ 
 
 

NACCC 
PO Box 288 

Oak Creek, WI 53154-0288 
or 

Email your request to:  lwright@naccc.org 
Telephone:  (800) 262-1620 ext. 1614 

Fax:  (414) 764-0319 

Ash Wednesday 
is  

Feb 17, 2021 

Please send completed form to: Please send completed form to: 



50 Best Ways for Your Church to Commemorate                                                               

the Plymouth 400 Landing and First Thanksgiving 

1. Use US postal forever Mayflower stamps (Scheduled for release in September, 

2020) 

2. Plant a huge rock on your church property – name it Plymouth Rock – take 

photo of your church family around the rock and promote through your local 

paper/media outlets 

3. Use weekly bulletin inserts of liturgy and historical bios found on NACCC website.  

Following link to “400 Years of Congregationalism in America” 

4. Print P400 bios in your church newsletter 

5. Post P400 bios on your church website/Facebook page/social media 

6. Watch Truelove Brewster video with your Sunday School class 

7. Use Truelove Brewster video as a Children’s Moment during worship.  (More 

videos are currently in the works.) 

8. Volunteer to speak at a local service club – telling the Pilgrim story – see talking 

points on NACCC link on P400 page 

9. Proudly wear P400 swag.  Found at https://naccc-apparel.itemorder.com/sale 

10. Congregational Influence on America – speech available on P400 website 

11. Invest in new children’s books for your church library that tell the story.  

Bibliography available on the P400 website 

12. Connect with the Congregational Library in Boston 

13. Have a church dinner on a Mayflower moving van 

14. Map out the size of the Mayflower on your church lawn or parking lot 

15. Place P400 logo in your email default signature plate for all church staff email 

16. Talk about what it means to be a Pilgrim.  

17. Use your First Thanksgiving print in Facebook and emails, and newsletters. 

(Contact Will Lange or the NACCC office if you need to buy one.) 

18. Use the First Thanksgiving print as a prop for sermon or class or children's 

moment 

19. Invite students to create their own First Thanksgiving poster 

20. Have a showing of the Ric Burns documentary, ”The Pilgrims” 

21. Plan a future group trip to Plymouth and Boston (and even to the UK to London, 

Scrooby, Boston, Plymouth, etc and to Leiden in the Netherlands) 

22. Plan to attend the International Congregational Fellowship Conference in July 

2021 at Curry College near Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

23. Promote 400: 400 pennies, 400 minutes, 400 bottles/cans for deposit, 400 Minutes 

of service whole (6 hrs, 40 min) or split, 400 Minutes of Prayer, 400 Minutes of 

Song 

24. Print names of the first 400 or most recent 400 of your church members perhaps 

in lots of 100. 

https://naccc-apparel.itemorder.com/sale


25. Expand the 104 biographies in the P400 pool with a favorite local or national 

person or yourself 

26. Write bios of people from your church history 

27. Create a 400 day prayer calendar of persons or places 

28. Create a 66 day prayer calendar Beginning Sept 16 (that was the departure 

date for the Mayflower on its 66 day crossing) 

29. Form a study group and use the  Plymouth’s Pilgrims Curriculum at 

http://www.congregationallibrary.org/  

30. Write 66 prayers the pilgrims might have said 

31. Substitute 4 for four or for 

32. Explore resources on The Mayflower Society pages 

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/ 

33. Use resources from <Plymouth 400, Inc.> 

34. Have a program that focuses on the losses of the indigenous peoples. 

35. Invite local indigenous peoples’ descendants to speak to a church group. 

36. If you have something with food, don't have turkey, focus on corn, beans and 

squash 

37. Use the NACCC's 400th Anniversary Logo on everything you can 

38. Begin organizing for a really special or big Thanksgiving Eve Service in your 

church Nov 25th, 2020 

39. Begin organizing for a really special or big Thanksgiving Eve Service in your 

church Nov 24th 2021 

40. Remember to Commemorate vs. Celebrate, think about it, discuss it. 

41. List 400 Missionaries, some in American, some around the world 

42. Treasure hunt for Congregationalist on Wiki and the Web 

43. Map out the distance of their journey on a world map from both Plymouths, see 

same distances to other points (use string & pin) 

44. Get the names of the Pilgrims and write stories about what it might have been 

like for them. 

45. Include all ages & or make special events & experiences for each age 

46. Learn the archaic personal pronouns and have a conversation using them 

47. Read a play out loud or some history and have people in your group be the 

characters.  Discuss how it was to represent them. 

48. Find coloring pages for children on the Plimoth Plantation website, 

https://plimoth.org/learn/plimoth-online-historyhome/coloring-pages 

49. Check out Barnicle and Husk educational resources to teach children about 

American history and the Wampanoag culture 

https://www.barnicleandhusk.com/educational-resources 

50. Tell this joke: “If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?”  

“PILGRIMS!” 

http://www.congregationallibrary.org/
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/
https://plimoth.org/learn/plimoth-online-historyhome/coloring-pages
https://www.barnicleandhusk.com/educational-resources
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