
For 27 years, we have helped  
build stronger communities in  

northern Litchfield county.    
 

We are always grateful for the help we have    
received and extend our thanks to those who 

work with us to make lasting impacts on       
hardworking local families!  Our Primary Goal is 

to provide the opportunity of …  

affordable homeownership   
...and enable young families to grow and  prosper 

in our beautiful community. 
Our new build will cost +/- $130 per sf.  Local 

construction costs are $250!  
Our immediate need is $50,000 by 

June 30, 2019!  Thank you! 

 

The Community of Falls Village came together 
in support of the newest Habitat Partner - Har-
riet Nirschel and family - in ways that were very 

unprecedented!  Neighbors, 
friends and other members 
of the community were in-
strumental in helping to 
quickly rehabilitate the home 
at 20 River Road for use by 
a new family.  Harriet and 
family (3 children) have set-

tled in and love their new home.  Their friends in 
the local community are proud to have her as a 
neighbor!  Welcome to Northwest Connecticut! 

A Community turns out to help one of their own! 

On July 14, 2018, a Blessing of the Home was held to 
recognize the efforts of the Partner Family, the community 
volunteers and others who appreciate the mission of 
Habitat—to provide a hand up, not a hand out. 

  

Winter 2018/2019 

On November 29th, our Site Supervisor, Ken 
Hall, finally managed to get enough of a 
break in the weather to install our new sign 
in front of the This ’n’ That store in North 
Canaan!  So much work has been done by 
volunteers Judy and Sara Becker, Mary 
Fordyce, Peg Magyar and Shirley and Ralph 
LaChance, as well as Judi Moore and John 
Pogue to make this landmark a destination 
for bargain and treasure hunters alike!  
Come and see the new merchandise and  
experience a great new shopping adventure!   

Breaking News! 

Dyani (DeeDee) Nirschel 
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From the     
Executive  
Director 
 
What an exciting 
and challenging 

year 2018 proved to be! Thanks to 
the efforts of so many dedicated 
volunteers, we were able to get a 
new Partner Family into their 
beautifully remodeled and re-
paired home in Falls Village.  We 
also have been hard at work try-
ing to manage the abundance of 
water that this year’s weather has 
provided.  A lesson learned is that 
your system designs should al-
ways consider the 100 year 
weather events…..  We’ve also 
broken ground on the newest pro-
ject in Lime Rock.  Weather per-
mitting, we hope start asking the 
community for assistance soon. 
 
Our Giant Tag Sale moved back 
into Hotchkiss this year, and was 
very successful.  Many thanks to 
Hotchkiss for their help! The 
efforts of the volunteers that sort 
through the boxes, then segre-
gate and price items is also mo-
mentous, and much appreciated!   
 
Our “Mad Hatter’s Ball” was a 
great time for all involved, and 
again, without  community support 
(and lots of incredible hats in the 
Northwest Corner), these events 
could never be successful.  There 
are so many people to thank, and 
so many friends who readily give 
their assistance in fulfilling the 
mission of Habitat in our region. 
 

Annual  
Summer  
Tag Sale  

 

The Hotchkiss 
School 

 
 

Preview Sale 
Friday, August 9, 

2019 
 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm    

($10 donation) 
 
 

 Main Sale  
Saturday, August  10, 

2019 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm  

 
 

Bag Sale  
Sunday, August 11, 

2019 
from  Noon to 3:00 pm   

 
 

Dona�ons accepted @ the  
Mars Athle�c Center 
22 Lime Rock Road 

Lakeville, Connec�cut 
 July 27– August 3rd (from 10 am to 

4 pm) 
 

Volunteers Needed:  
July 27- August 13 

(from 9 am to 5 pm) 
 

Clean up STARTS: 
 Sunday August 11 at 3 pm   

Many hands needed to pack up and 
clean up as well  from: 

August 10-12  from 9am to 5pm  
 

Arrive when you can –  
stay as long as you can!!  

 
www.habitatnwct.org/

annualtagsale.html 

Habitat  
Holiday Greetings! 
 
At this joyous season, 
we celebrate our bless-
ings and renew our 
commitment to building 

homes that are affordable for working fami-
lies in our six towns: Canaan/Falls Village, 
Cornwall, Norfolk, North Canaan, Salisbury 
and Sharon. During 2018 a young family 
moved in to a renovated Habitat home in 
Falls Village, work continued on a house in 
Sharon, and construction site work began 
for a new house in Lime Rock.  
 
Habitat homes are sold to families who live 
or work in our area and who earn less than 
60 percent of the area median income. 
These are people who would not qualify for 
commercial funding. Habitat families willing-
ly contribute at least 400 hours of volunteer 
labor towards their home construction. 
Once construction is complete, Habitat as-
sumes the role of lender, providing a zero-
interest mortgage for a reasonable term 
that best suits the financial strength of the 
eligible partner. 
 
Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Con-
necticut is building strong communities, one 
house at a time, to provide the security and 
stability of home ownership for moderate 
income local families. We are happy to part-
ner with other organizations that share our 
mission, and are always looking for better 
ways to leverage our assets to aid in provid-
ing affordable housing solutions throughout 
our region.        Tracy Atwood, President   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 3 



I N T R O D U C I N G  O U R  NEWEST B OA RD MEMBER -  B re nda Fife 

 

“I joined the Habitat Board because I was looking for an opportunity to give back to my community and Habitat is an organization 
that builds community. Serving on the board I am able to be part of a local process that improves the lives of everyone involved 
and strengthens relationships with neighbors.” 

Brenda is from Canaan, Connecticut.  She is the representative of the Kara Zinke Memorial Scholarship Fund which supports stu-
dents graduating from Housatonic Valley Regional High School with academic grants to pursue higher education.  Brenda is also 
the representative of the Kara Zinke Emergency Fund which provides monetary assistance to those in the Tri-State area who are 
in crisis due to unforeseen circumstances.  The members of the Habitat Board are extremely grateful for her expertise in working 
with people in need, and her experience in all aspects of outreach through social media. 
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TREASA PATTISON HAS A MORTGAGE BURNING (and a water 
heater meltdown)! 

Habitat of Northwest Connecticut celebrated with Treasa Pattison of Cornwall 
Bridge as she made the final payment for her home!  Of course, her water 
heater now felt it could no longer provide hot showers.  Treasa, laid up through 
the summer, turned to Habitat and it’s Brushes with Kindness program.  Habitat 
arranged for a new heater as Treasa recuperated at home.  Partnership with 
Habitat doesn’t just end when the mortgage is paid.  It’s a lifelong reciprocal 
relationship that continues to demonstrate that commitment to community  
betterment is a major value that is practiced by so many in our area.  

The Mad Hatter’s Ball!  October 27, 2018 
Madness reigned as the remnants of a Nor’easter blew by…  Even 
on a terrible evening weather-wise, supporters turned out for the 
first annual Mad Hatter’s Ball.  This 
gent was of course awarded a 
prize…  Auction items included a 
week long stay at a flat on the 
southeast coast of the UK, a week-
end stay at a beautiful Manhattan 
apartment, a guided tour of New 
York, a safe driver training course 
and a half day pontoon boat excur-
sion on Twin Lakes.  Wonderful 
sponsors provided terrific food, 
wine, beers and spirits, and Wolf-
man George spun the requested 
tunes.  Dancing and merriment 
broke out, and everyone is already 
asking if we’ll do a repeat next year! 

Habitat is fortunate to have a very 
active Board that works tirelessly 
and thanklessly on behalf of the 
Habitat Vision, and it’s my great 
pleasure to work with each and   
every member of the Board.  Thanks! 

Lastly, I wish to thank Michael Kahler 
for his years of service to the Board.  
You always provided great advice, 
and your passion will be missed.. 

                                    Bob Whelan,      
        Executive Director 

Furnace Road Start! 
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The Board of Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Connecticut is grateful to the numerous persons and institutions that      
support our ministry financially.  These contributions allow Habitat to fund the building of homes, and, along with the efforts 

of our volunteers, make it possible to provide safe and affordable housing.   
THANK YOU! 

A hand up, not a hand out 

DONORS, 2018 
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Tag Sale 2018 

 
 

On August 10th, 11th and 12th, 2018, the Annual Giant 
Tag Sale was held back at The Mars Athletic Facility  
School.  Habitat is extremely grateful to Headmaster 
Craig Bradley and all the wonderful folks from the 
Buildings, Grounds and Safety department for all their 
help with the arrangements. 
 
As always, this is an event that could not happen with-
out the leadership of Judi Moore and John Pogue, as 
well as all the stalwart volunteers who transform 
these spaces into something magical!  We are so for-
tunate to be blessed with a community that contrib-
utes what they can to aid in the Mission of Habitat. 

Volunteers are how Habitat does it! 
 

Salisbury School’s students and Adam Bunce; the Reverend Heidi Truax and 
the great folks at Trinity Lime Rock; and Brandon Davis and the crew from 
Beckley House, as well as the many, many 
members of the community are our volunteers, 
and how it all gets done.   It is a wonderful 
thing to work side by side with people who 

share the vision of a decent home for each and every family, and be-
lieve that a community is built through a commitment to each other to 
help when needed.  

 Northwest Connecticut is a special place.  

Rain, Pain and more Rain 
 

Our Project on Low Road has been 
hampered by all the rain received 
this year!  A wet spring was followed 
by a wet summer and fall, making it 
difficult to put the final touches on 
the outside systems.  Work has pro-
gressed, and we see the light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

The Furnace Road Build Begins!  

Below are pictures taken before and just after the foundation 
was installed at our latest project in Lime Rock on December 
14th 2018.  With any luck, we can quickly get to installing the 
foundation floor and the deck.  We can then begin framing (and 
calling for build site volunteers).   Habitat is hoping to have a 
community “Blitz Build” for the walls and roof shortly. Stay 
tuned for our volunteer shout-outs and please sign up!  



In 1990, the Reverend Dick Taber of 
the Salisbury Congregational 
Church and the Reverend Chuck 
Bevan of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church invited a Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional official to the area to  pursue forming a 
local Habitat affiliate. 
 
Initially, The International didn’t believe there 
was a need, but the founders persevered and 
demonstrated the need! The Northwest CT  
affiliate  began  operations in July of 1991, and 
started on its first home in Cornwall shortly 
after initial fundraising was completed. 

Home #4 - Salisbury 2005 

1st Build - Cornwall Bridge - 1995 

 Home #2 - Falls Village - 2000 

Falls Village—2007 

Tag Sale 2018 

Tag Sale Volunteers 2018  

Home #7 - Falls Village - 2008  

Falls Village—2007 

Home #6 - Falls Village - 2007  

Reverend Reifsnyder Blessing 
of 20 River Road Ceremony - 
2018 

Modular  Foundation 2018 

Tag Sale Volunteers 2013 

Home #5 - Falls Village - 2007 

This ‘N’ That - First Location - 2005 

Home #10 - Norfolk –2013 with dedication  

You’ve Got Mail - 2012 

Your volunteerism, support and commitment to our mission has helped us create a treasure box of memories.  
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Judy & John keep  

everything running at: 



New This ‘N’ That Location  -2011 

1st wine tasting - 2001 

Birdhouse Auction - 2006 

Home #3 - Salisbury - 2002 

The Dining Area at 20 River Road - a 
handcrafted table!  2018  Home #8 - Falls Village - 2010 

Home #11 - North Canaan - 2015 

Home #9 - North Canaan—2013 

Salisbury - 2002 

With a blessing and dedication... 

Thank You for allowing us to be part of your community since 1991! 
7 

Remerchandising This ‘n’ That—2018 
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403 Ashley Falls Road (Route 7), Canaan, CT 06018   

860-824-9839 
Mid May—Mid Oct: Open 7 Days a week  

from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Mid Oct—Mid-May: Open Fri, Sat, Sun  
from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

   VISIT OUR RETAIL SHOWROOM—THE ANNEX! 
 

Throughout the year, we accept most household  
items for our annual August Tag Sale ( see page 2 )  

and for sale at the store.   
PLEASE CALL THE STORE BEFORE YOU DONATE! 

 
 

ENTER TO WIN OUR MONTHLY DRAWING 
Win a $75 Gift Certificate 

to shop our store,  This ‘n’ That from Habitat 
Drawing held 1st day of the month… 
you don't need to be present to win 

Questions? Please call the store for details 

www.habitatnwct.org/this_and_that_store.html 

Advertising on our Box Truck 

 

We are attempting to 
raise the funds to get 
our logo on our truck!  
We would like to also 
have sponsors partici-
pate so our big moving 

billboard will feature their company as well.  Mighty inex-
pensive advertising, and a chance to help Habitat get 
the word out about our pick-up of donations and deliv-
ery of items purchased from the Annex, Barn or This ’n’ 
That store.  If you or someone you know might be inter-
ested, please call us! 

Family Selection for 27 Furnace Road, 
Lime Rock 

For the second time in 2018, the Family Selection     
window was opened.  Applications were accepted for a 
6 week period leading up to Thanksgiving.  We received 
a number of applications, and the Family Selection 
Committee will commence interviews soon after the 1st 
of the New Year.  The interest in applications shown by 
people in our region certainly validates the need for 
more affordable housing solutions.  Candidates should 
watch the Habitat website or Facebook pages for the 
next round, hopefully by the end of 2019. 


