Talking Points: Even Year Elections - S.3505-B / A.4282-B

 
Counties across the state, regardless of their political affiliation, have expressed significant concerns about this legislation. 
 
If the state moves local elections to even-years, local issues will be overshadowed by state and national politics. 

The issues at the heart of local elections have a direct impact on the everyday lives of New Yorkers. 

But with the dramatic decline in local news providers, it’s already a challenge for these vital local issues to receive the attention they deserve. 

By throwing local races into the same year as national and statewide elections, this bill would inject more divisive partisan politics into local contests and overshadow substantive debate on local issues.

It is this very reason why some municipalities have constitutional protections to have odd-year elections – so the focus can be on local issues. 
 
These will need to continue to be held in odd years, negating any purported savings. 
 
The Constitution (in Art. 13, Sec. 8) requires that city and certain county elections be held in odd years. 
 
County offices including Sheriff, Treasurer, Clerk and District Attorney will still be held in odd years, negating any purported savings.

We also have serious doubts that this would meaningfully increase voter participation in these races.

Studies have shown that as ballots get longer, it becomes less likely that voters will make selections in races further down the ballot, which is where local candidates will fall.

With local issues overshadowed by national and statewide politics, we’re concerned that fatigued voters will reach the end of these long ballots, feel they don’t have the information they need to make a choice, and simply leave these races blank. 
 
Finally, it has always been the right of local governments to determine the timing of their elections as they are in the best position to determine what their residents prefer. 
 
If lawmakers believe this is a good idea, then changing these dates should be up to the voters in a public referendum at the local level.
