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Richard L. Abel is Connell Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus 
and Distinguished Research Professor at UCLA. He has also taught at 
Yale, NYU, Fordham, Cardozo, CUNY and USC and lectured widely in 
the US and in Canada (Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto), Scotland 
(Edinburgh, Glasgow), the UK (London, Oxford, Cambridge, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Canterbury, Warwick, Sheffield), Germany (Berlin), France 
(Paris), Norway (Oslo), Netherlands (Amsterdam, Groningen, 
Nijmegen), Belgium (Antwerp), Italy (Milan, Urbino, Bologna), Spain 
(Barcelona, Onati), Portugal (Lisbon), Israel (Jerusalem), Hungary 
(Budapest), Kenya (Nairobi), Ghana (Accra), South Africa 

(Johannesburg, Cape Town), Colombia (Bogota), Mexico (Mexico City), Australia (Melbourne, 
Sydney), Japan (Tokyo, Kyoto), and Hong Kong. He has a law degree from Columbia (summa 
cum laude), a Ph.D. in law from the University of London, and an LL.D. honoris causa from 
University of Westminster. He has been a Marshall Scholar and a Resident at the Rockefeller 
Foundation’s Bellagio Center. He delivered the Chorley and the Hamlyn Lectures in the UK and 
the Hal Wooden Lecture at the University of New South Wales, Sydney and will deliver the 
Liberty Lecture at Leeds University next May. He has received the Kalven Prize from the Law 
and Society Association (of which he has been president), the Podgorecki Award from the 
International Sociological Association’s Research Committee for Sociology of Law (of which he 
has been vice president), and the Jean and Edgar Cahn Award from the Equal Justice 
Foundation. He has practiced law with the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights under Law (in 
Jackson, Mississippi) and the New Haven Legal Assistance Foundation. He has written 20 books, 
including “Politics by Other Means: Law in the Struggle Against Apartheid, 1980-1994 (with a 
foreword by Nelson Mandela), “English Lawyers between Market and State: The Politics of 
Professionalism” (with a foreword by Lord Mackay, the Lord Chancellor), and “Lawyers in the 
Dock: Learning from Attorney Disciplinary Cases” (with a foreword by Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor), edited 9 books, as well as the Law & Society Review and African Law Studies, and 
written 135 articles (some of which have been translated into French, Dutch, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Japanese, Korean and Chinese). 


