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January 8, 2021 
 
Honorable John Bel Edwards 
Governor, State of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 94004 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Dear Governor Edwards:  
 
Over the past year, Louisiana’s trucking industry has delivered critical supplies such as food, 
water, medicine, ventilators, medical supplies, and many other necessities reliably every single 
day. The men and women dedicated to trucking represent a central and important link in the 
nation’s supply chain. Professional truck drivers, mechanics, dispatchers, safety personnel, and 
administrative support are all essential in the efficient delivery of the products we all depend 
on daily.   
 
These same valued employees will continue to play a vital and key role in the vaccine 
distribution process. Because of this, we need to ensure that the truck drivers, along with all 
the other employees within a trucking operation, have prioritized access to the vaccine to 
minimize the potential for supply chain delays and disruptions.   
 
In March, the Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity, and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA) classified truck drivers as essential to the continued viability of our nation’s 
infrastructure for the duration of the pandemic. The basis for this designation is rooted in the 
fact that trucking is the backbone of the domestic supply chain. Nationally, over 80% of all US 
communities rely exclusively on trucks for the delivery of the products they need. In Louisiana, 
over 75% of all Louisiana communities rely on trucks for their freight needs. Additionally, we 
have continued to advocate that every role in a trucking operation is deemed essential.   
 
We know that particular types of truck drivers, like medical transport drivers, have a higher 
classification than other truck drivers currently. But as the COVID 19 vaccine becomes more and 
more available and groups of workers are re-classified for distribution, truck drivers, along with 
all trucking company employees, must be on a higher classification list rather than just waiting 
until it is open to the general public. CISA’s Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workforce affirms this position and recommends that the list of essential workers “be used to 
begin planning and preparing for allocation of scarce resources used to protect essential 
workers against COVID 19”.   
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The trucking industry is going to continue to play a very important role in this vitally important 
next phase to end the pandemic. Now more than ever, the resilience and integrity of our supply  
chain and the many people including drivers that support those efforts need to be protected. 
As you develop more vaccine distribution plans for Louisiana, we urge you include all trucking  
company personnel in that plan. As we have witnessed at the onset of the pandemic, when 
supply lines are disrupted, consequences are fast to follow.   
 
Thank you for your continued leadership through these challenging and unprecedented times. 
We are here as a resource, so please do not hesitate to reach out to me or any of these 
members that have signed this letter in support of our position.   
  
Sincerely,  

 
C. Renee Amar 
Executive Director 
LMTA 
 
 
LMTA Officers: 
David Newman  
Newman Transportation 
 
D. Todd Ruple  
Preferred Materials, Inc. 
 
Karl Mears  
Razorback Rentals, LLC. 
 
Cully Frisard  
Frisard Companies, Inc. 
 
Mike Knotts  
Cobbs, Allen & Hall 
 

Judy Smart  
Road Runner Towing & Recovery, Inc. 
 
Mike Beck  
McGriff Insurance Services 
 
Nataly Madden  
Signature Transport, LLC 
 
Brad Nelson  
FreedomTrucks of America 
 
Doug Williams  
Breazeale, Sasche & Wilson, LLP 
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