
 

 

 

VOTING – Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q: It says I cannot vote if I am currently incarcerated, so how can I register? 

Q: It says I cannot vote if I’ve been found guilty of a felony conviction, so how can I 

register? 

A: Youth in DYS custody are not, by definition, ‘incarcerated’ or ‘convicted’ and 

CAN therefore vote. 

 

NOTE: Youth committed to DYS after being adjudicated delinquent or youthful 

offender of a felony who are in a residential program ARE eligible to vote because 

they are not ‘convicted’ or ‘incarcerated’.  

 

Q: Are youth who turn 18 on November 3rd eligible to vote? 

 

A: Yes, youth may register at the age of 16. All youth who will be 18 as of November 3, 

2020 are eligible to vote.  

 

Q: Do you need an ID to register to vote? 

 

A: No, you can register to vote with a mail-in registration form. This form can be mailed 

or dropped off at City/Town Hall.  

 

Q: Do you need an ID to vote? 

 

A: In general, it is not procedure to ask for ID UNLESS you are a first-time voter or an 

inactive voter.  We expect that most of our youth will be first-time voters and may be 

asked about ID at the polls. THEREFORE, to avoid any issues, if a youth does not have 

an ID, we encourage the mail-in ballot process. 

 

Q: What address do I use for the registration form? 

 

A: For youth in the Community - Register with your home address. This address would 

match where you would be voting in person or where you want your mail-in ballot to 

be sent. 

     For youth in Residential - This depends on where you plan to vote in person or where 



 

 

you want your mail-in ballot to be sent to.  You can use either your program’s address 

or your home address. 

Example: I am at a residential program in New Bedford, but my hometown is Brockton. 

If I want to vote on issues specific to Brockton, and I am able to make a voting plan to 

either a) vote in person in Brockton either on election day or early voting or b) pick up 

my mail-in ballot from my home address in Brockton, then I need to register with my 

Brockton address.  

If I’m not able to return to my home address for voting in person or collecting my mail-

in ballot then I will register with the residential program address (in this example, New 

Bedford). 

NOTE: If I register to vote in New Bedford but my home address is Brockton, after the 

election I can register to vote again so that my home address will be on file and I am 

ready for the next election.  

 

Q. On the voter registration form there are 2 boxes that ask about address; which one 

do I fill out? 

 

A: Box 4 asks where you live now. Enter the address here on where you plan to vote, or 

where you want your mail-in ballot sent  

Box 5 asks where you receive mail. Leave this box blank.  

 

Q: I am a caseworker and my client is an English Language Learner. Is there voter 

information available in other languages? 

A: YES! Several cities and towns across the state offer voter information in other 

languages.  

Hotlines: 

1-888-VE-Y-VOTA (en Español) 

1-888-API-VOTE (Asian multilingual assistance) 

Voter Registration: 

On this webpage, https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleifv/howreg.htm, on the right 

hand side are Voter Registration forms in Spanish, Chinese, Khmer, Cape Verdean 

Creole, Haitian Creole, Portuguese, Russian and Vietnamese. 

 

Vote By Mail Information is also available here: 

• Solicitud de Voto por Correo 2020  (Spanish) 

• 2020年郵寄投票申請表 (Chinese) 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleifv/howreg.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/2020-Spanish-Vote-by-Mail-Application.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/2020-Chinese-Vote-by-Mail-Application.pdf


 

 

• ទម្រង់ដាកព់ាកយសុុំប ោះបនោ តតារសុំបុម្តនោ ុំ 2020 (Khmer) 

• Đơn Xin Bầu Bằng Thư 2020 (Vietnamese) 

 

Q: I have several clients who have opted to vote in person. Do they all have to vote on 

November 3rd? I’m worried about a transport plan for everyone! 

A: Your clients can vote EARLY! Early voting in Massachusetts runs from 10/17 to 10/30. 

Specifics on WHERE to vote early are determined by town and will be available at 

www.MassEarlyVote.com by October 9. 

 

Q: My client is really not interested in voting. How hard should I push the issue? 

A: Voting is important, but no one can be forced to vote. Some recommended 

approaches to get youth to register and vote: revisit the issue 2 or 3 times, share stories 

of when you yourself voted, enlist the help of another trusted adult in the youth’s life to 

help.  

Here are some videos of famous people encouraging youth to votel: 

Kevin Hart, Chris Rock, Dave Chappelle: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHrZWg3Z-as 

YelloPain ft. Sevyn Streeter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQiDpQkC88o 

Hamilton Cast: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMmkXAIRXCU 

 

Q: If a youth has a Green Card, can they register to vote? 

A: No, they must be a citizen of the United States.  

 

Q: Where can I find all the voting information tools that DYS has provided? 

A: The voting information will be on Pulse. You can also reach out directly to Katie Cohn 

at Katie.Cohn@mass.gov or Becki Moore at Rebecca.Moore@mass.gov. 

  

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/2020-Khmer-Vote-by-Mail-Application.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/2020-Vietnamese-Vote-by-Mail-Application.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHrZWg3Z-as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQiDpQkC88o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMmkXAIRXCU


 

 

 

WARNING! 2 Available Registration Forms! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Form 1: 

On the ‘cheat-sheet’ developed by 

DYS for committed youth trying to 

vote, there is a link to this PDF form. 

This form should be filled out in its 

entirety, signed, and either mailed or 

hand-delivered to the Town Hall in 

the town where the youth would like 

to register. 

THIS IS THE RECOMMENDED FORM 

Form 2: 

If you go online to register to vote, you 

may be led to a webpage with another 

form that looks like this. Should you use this 

form, you MUST PRINT IT OUT AND SIGN IT or 

it will not be accepted.  

NOTE: There is NO SIGNATURE LINE on this 

form, so you will need to sign it somewhere 

on the paper. 


