
HOLY SMOKE 

 

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME 

ROAD WORK 

Isaiah 40:3-5 

 What comes to mind when you read this passage from Isaiah?  The reason I ask is 

because many, like me, have missed the point! 

 For years I have read this as a comforting word from God about how easy life will be 

under God’s rule.  Although there is some argument to be made for such a belief, that discussion 

is for another scripture and another article. 

 It is hard for me to read this passage because it is calling me to some very hard work.  It 

is calling all of God’s people to some very hard work.  Look at the beginning of the paragraph.  

God is not telling us what God will do…make the plains level, etc., and then God will reveal 

God’s own self in glory.  God is speaking to us alright…giving us a “to do” list!  God is telling 

us to “make the road straight in the desert”, “lift up every valley”, “level the rough places”.  

After all this is done (by us), then God’s glory will be revealed. 

 This is hard to hear, too.  Think for a moment what it would take to do this work. How 

many bulldozers, front end loaders and dynamite would it take to complete this assignment? 

How many years? Decades?  Years?! 

 The point is, that is not a life of ease that God promises, but a calling to do some hard 

work for God’s glory.  How often do we assume just the opposite…if only we join the church, 

our worries will be over and we can coast to heaven.  The Good News is that God is With Us 

(Oh, that’s the Christmas story!).  The caution is that each congregation and member needs to 

dedicate itself/themselves to this work.  Of course each will have different skills and talents for 

this work.  These are gifts of the Spirit that God provides for our success.  Don’t be concerned 

that not everyone has the same gifts.  It is not expected that all are to be big congregations or 

urban congregations or whatever.  It is expected that the gifts given are fit for the place and time. 

So, be active. 


