THE CIRCUIT
The Spring Edition of PWHP %.___,.p

Greetings PW friends, —
PRESEBYTERIAM
As I write today, we are firmly in the grip of winter WOMEN
with subzero temps, Mother Nature’s not so subtle way of reminding us she
isn't done with us yet! In spite of the cold and the snow the PW
Coordinating Team met recently to plan for our Homestead PW Gathering on
Saturday, April 5th, at United Presbyterian Church in North Bend, Nebraska.
We are grateful for the welcome from Pastor Connie Stone and the women of
United Presbyterian. In this edition of the Circuit you will find additional
information about the meeting and registration. We are happy to have
advanced registrations, however, feel free to join us even if you don’t get
your reservation made prior to the event. There is no fee for lunch, the
Coordinating Team will provide it.

During our time together we will have a time of worship and celebrate
communion. We will also have women from our Presbytery share about their
recent experiences. At the meeting you will have an opportunity to
participate in a special mission/social justice project. Read about the project
in this Circuit. You will also get a preview of the next Horizon’s Bible Study
and a 2025 book list.

In the middle of this cold snap and just as we are starting to see the
days lengthen, we look forward to spring arriving and with it all the beautiful
colors and textures of spring. I always think of
spring as a joyful time as those first colorful %%J)\D
crocus poke up out of the ground followed by 3
the tulips and then flowering trees, shrubs, and For the
greening grass. Spring was one reason the
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Coordinating Team selected Isaiah 55:12 NIV as !/J)oh &@Y

our gathering Scripture; You will go out in

joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains of the Lord -oo\sr
and hills will burst into song before you, and all is your strength QV
the trees of the field will clap their hands.

Isaiah’s passage conveys an image of “Joy”, Netienmia B210 C%L\((%
and the theme selected for the spring G,
gathering.

Joy is a theme that runs through the Scriptures, did you know that joy
is mentioned up to 358 times? It varies because of the numerous Bible
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translations. One of the most familiar passages which references joy is
Galatians 5:22-23 NIV; But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Paul speaks of joy as a “fruit of
the spirit,” an internal state of being, it's not dependent on external
circumstances but a gift of God, an attitude we hold tightly to even in
difficult times. Indeed "...the joy of the Lord is our strength,” as it says in
Nehemiah 8:10b NIV.

I read somewhere that “Joy” stood for Jesus, others, and you.
Presbyterian Women get a lot of joy from serving Jesus as we work
together, addressing needs in our churches and communities. The impacts of
the PW Thank and Birthday offerings are remarkable and wide ranging. The
Coordination Team wants to cultivate joy in the women of the Presbytery
and celebrate the work that all of you are doing in your churches and
communities. Our roll call for the meeting will be "What has brought your
PW, or your church joy this past year?” It is encouraging to hear about
projects large and small happening around the Presbytery. Perhaps one idea
will spark an idea for your group.

Save the date of April 5t and join us for our joy-filled spring gathering
as we celebrate how we have been brought together in Christ, to love and
serve one another, and how our joy is multiplied when we are together.

May the joy of the Lord be our strength,
Teresa Bartlett
Homestead Presbyterian Women’s Moderator
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SPRING GATHERING OF HOMESTEAD

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SATURDAY, APRIL 5™
9:30 ALM. TO 2:00 P.M.

Registration & Coffee- 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.
NORTH BEND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(940 Chestnut St, North Bend)

You will go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills
will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field
will clap their hands.
Isaiah 55:12 NIV.

For Reservations contact Joan Berglund-
joaniberglund@gmail.com

Phone-402-440-5478.
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Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women at First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, NE Via Zoom &
in person, October 5" — 9:30 a.m. to Noon, The theme - “Do Everything in

Love” 1% Corinthians 16:14 Coffee and refreshments were served from 9:30 to 10:00.
Welcome and Lighting of the Christ Candle - Moderator, Teresa Bartlett

Meditation — Jane Holtsclaw with music by Vena Alesia.

Memorial to our secretary, Nancy Sloan who died in August by Joan Berglund

Roll Call of PW’s -Joan Berglund. Those in attendance in person were from First, Westminster,
Good Shepherd and Southern Heights from Lincoln and our Moderator from Wayne and Vice
Moderator, Jane Holtzclaw. By Zoom were members from Gresham, Fremont, and

Hickman. Total in attendance were 20 women.

Treasurer’s report — Maggie

Churchwide gathering recap-

Maggie Horak attended some workshops for Treasurers and was pleased with the entire
gathering. She also mentioned that when she receives money from the churches, it is
deposited within a week, and she sends thank you notes. Glenna Haller from Westminster and
Christy Abraham from First also attended workshops and agreed that it was a very good
gathering. Christy and Teresa Bartlett from Wayne attended the business meeting and
watched Terri Sherman from First Church Lincoln be installed as the Churchwide Search
Moderator for the term of 2024 through 2027. Linda Burchard from Westminster added that
the giving was remarkable. $17,000 was given in gift cards to needy agencies and an additional
$20,000 in offerings.

Horizon’s skit — Glenna Haller, Linda Burchard, Maggie Horak, Teresa Bartlett, and Vena Alesio
presented the Horizon’s skit, and it is available online for churches to use. Teresa attended a
workshop about what to do with historical documents. The Presbyterian Historical society has a
list online of things they will accept.

Peace and social justice — Christie Abraham discussed the issue of period poverty and advised
the members that we would address this issue further at the Spring Gathering.

Mission Report/Thank offering- Janice Stege We watched the Thank Offering video.
https://youtu.be/w-gyl7ZEAMW4?si=6PKa6CoJSNs6W-IK (See the Presbyterian Women You
Tube for more videos).

Literature report - Coffee N Muffin will begin in January and Vena Alesio will advise later as to
which book she will use. She is considering Conclave by Robert Harris. Vena also advised that
the Horizons magazine gives overviews for each lesson for our bible study. The new book list is
available on the website. Several books she highly recommended were Do You Know Who | Am
by Angela Thomas, Spiritual—Racial Handbook for Teens and historical fiction The Rose Code by
Kate Quinn
Announcements- Teresa Bartlett

Synod Gathering, Gathering information — Watertown SD, June 12-15, 2025.
Synod activities — Sit N Sip- Native American Book study.
Homestead Spring Gathering —Date  April 5, 2025, at North Bend Presbyterian

Prayer and adjournment by Teresa Bartlett
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PWHP 2024 Treasurer report prepared by M. Horak 1/7/2025

INCOME

Churchwide MP

Thank Offering

Least Coin

Hunger Offering
Birthday Offering
Honorary Life Member
Memorial/Recognition
Synod PW USA ME
Synod PW MP

Synod PW Dakota Fund
PWS Dakota Scholarship
SP Gathering Wreaths
PWS CW Scholarships
PWHP MP

Total INCOME 2024

EXPENSE

Churchwide MP

Thank Offering

Least Coin

Hunger Offering
Birthday Offering
Honorary Life Member
Memorial/Recognition
Synod PW USA ME
Synod PW MP

Synod PW Dakoka Fund
PWS Dakota Scholarship
CW Gathering Ad

CWG Bouquet/Nancy S
PWHP SG expenses
CWG VR reimburse
CWG Scholarships
PWPH FG expense
PWPH Road trip/hotel
Circuit expense reimburse
PWHP FG expense
Total EXPENSE 2024

Q1
1551
1782.91
105.11
65.59
130.11

100

505.3

1150.7
5390.72

1551
1782.91
105.11
65.59
130.11

100

505.3

4240.02

Q2
300
85.56
35
296.77
43
95

90

155.21
120

385
1605.54

300
85.56
35
296.77
43

95

90

155.21
175

55
392.37
1000
3300

6022.91

Q3 Q4

9.35 444
75 1433.81
132.83 120.24
28 5.22

692

50
315.5 163.7

50

300
339.5 450.3

1992.18 2617.27

9.35 444
75 1433.81
132.83 120.24
28 5.22
692
50
315.5 163.7
50
50
423.1
89.76
35.84

1442.44 2675.91

Checkbook balance: $9,220.16 February 17,2025

Total
2024
2304.35
3377.28
393.18
395.58
865.11
95
100
50
1074.5
50
155.21
120
300
2325.5
11605.71

2304.35
3377.28
393.18
395.58
865.11
95

100

50
1074.5
50
155.21
175

55
392.37
1000
3300

50
423.1
89.76
35.84
14381.28
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Presbyterian Women in Congregation Remittance Form

Please remit quarterly payments to Homestead Presbyterian Women Treasurer
By March 10, June 10, September 10, December 10

Name of Church
PW Treasurer
Address of PW Treasurer

Celebratioh of Mission through Women’s Pledges
TOTAL MISSION SUPPORT REMITTED:

$
Support of Mission of the Church Worldwide: $ suggest 50%
Support of PW in Homestead Presbytery: $ suggest *35%
Support of PW in Synod of Lake & Prairies: $ suggest *15%

(OR

Celebrationh of Creative Ministries
Birthday offering
Thank offering
Fellowship of the Least Coin
Honorary Life Membership
Recognition / Memorial Gifts
To honor who? / In memory of?

& H BB

»

Other opportunity
Clearly specify other opportunity

Together in Service*
Together In Service $

TOTAL REMITTANCE: $

PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO PWPH WITH THIS FORM TO:
Maggie Horak, PWPH Treasurer
5601 Barrington Park Drive
Lincoln, NE 68516
Contact information — email mmhlin@outlook.com cell phone (402) 429-0523
*Suggested split/division changed per PHHW CT 1/23/2023: please note if other split requested

Thonte gow fo*& Wﬁmﬁ mission omﬁw%wf%o%ﬁ P@%/?TM/LM Wormen !
*Note: Roma Development Project, International Medical Missionary, Congo Palm Development Project will be

removed from Churchwide form in 2023. Rev. 04/25/23
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Presbyterian Women of Homestead Presbytery
(Proposed) Budget 2025

Cash on hand Jan 1 9220.16
2024 PWHP income 2325.50
PW Synod Gathering (June 2025) 2000.00
Churchwide Gathering (July 2027) 0
PWHP Spring Gathering 800.00
PWHP Fall Gathering 500.00
USA ME PLEDGE 150.00
Road trips 1000.00
Circuit 250.00
Postage 150.00
Memorials 250.00
Donations/Support 200.00
Total expenses (budgeted) 5300.00

FACEBOOK PAGE FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF THE SYNOD

Recently, the Presbyterian Women of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies created a new Facebook page to
keep you informed on all the exciting things happening with PWSLAP! The page can be found by clicking on
this link: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552522904776 or by searching for Synod of Lakes and
Prairies Presbyterian Women on Facebook. Once you find the page, please "Like™ it and updates will appear in
your Facebook feed. If you have any items you would like to add to the PWSLAP Facebook page, please send
them to Christy Abraham, PWSLAP Facebook Coordinator at christylou71@gmail.com

~—~ ~—~ ~

Synod School is a wonderful week of learning, fellowship and fun in a Christian community
held annually the last full week of July. It is held every summer at Buena Vista University in
Storm Lake, lowa, by the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. For more information, including how to
register, please go to https://lakesandprairies.org/engaging-leaders/synod-school/.
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Help End Period Poverty by Bringing Products to Spring Gathering!

Period poverty is a pressing issue affecting countless women around the world, particularly those in marginalized
communities. It refers to the lack of access to menstrual hygiene products, sanitation facilities, and education that can
lead to significant health risks and social stigma. As a church community committed to compassion and service, we have
a unique opportunity to address this challenge!

Period poverty is not just an issue in other counties, in the United States, nearly 1 in 4 students have struggled to afford
period products and 44% of teens report stress and embarrassment due to a lack of access to period products.

In Lincoln and Lancaster County, the Lincoln Hygiene Network fills critical gaps in hygiene access, promoting health
equity. They have distributed over 393,000 hygiene and personal care items throughout Lincoln-Lancaster County,
uplifting thousands of individuals and families through local school districts, nonprofit programs, and organizations!

Hygiene and period products are not covered by SNAP or WIC. This lack of assistance causes people in need to turn to
shelters, food pantries, and community organizations. Lack of access to basic hygiene and period products leads to poor
health and forces people to make difficult decisions to choose between these essential items and other necessities such
as food and housing.

Lincoln Hygiene Network tells us these are their MOST NEEDED ITEMS listed in order of greatest need:

Tampons

Pads

Liners

Shampoo

Conditioner

Deodorant

Bar Soap

Toothpaste and toothbrushes

NGO HREWNR

You can also make a financial contribution to Lincoln Hygiene Network by sending a check to: 21635 S. 68th St.,
Hickman, NE 68372. More information on their important work can be found here: www.lincolnhygienenetwork.org

We look forward to having everyone bring items to the Spring Gathering! These products
will have a huge positive impact for so many people!



http://www.lincolnhygienenetwork.org/

Recommended Reading List for 2025
April, 2025

Christian Living

Cootsona, Gregory S. C.S. Lewis and the Crisis of a Christian. 2014.

Brueggemann, Walter. Journey to the Common Good (Updated Edition). 2021.

Van Tatenhove, Krin, Mueller, Rob. Neighborhood Church: Transforming Your Congregation
into a Powerhouse for Mission. 2019.

Social Justice

Tull. Patricia K. Inhabiting Eden: Christians, the Bible, and the Ecological Crisis. 2013.
Pavlovitz, John. Worth Fighting For. 2024.

Gushee, David P. After Evangelicalism: The Path to a New Christianity. 2020.

Faith

Thielen, Martin. What’s the Least | Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?, 2013.

Dykstra, Robert C., Cole, Jr., Allan H., Capps, Donald. The Faith and Friendships of Teenage
Boys. 2012

Escobar, Kathy. Practicing: Changing Yourself to Change the World. 2020.

Leadership
Van Deusen Hunsinger, Deborah. Transforming Church Conflict — Compassionate Leadership in

Action. 2013.
McKim, Donald K. Presbyterian Faith That Lives Today. 2014.
Brinton, Henry G. The Welcoming Congregation. 2012.

Miscellaneous Fiction

Gyasi, Yaa. Homegoing. 2016.

Dawson, Mary Jo. The Death of Amelia March: A Sally Nimitz Mystery. 2012.
Quinn, Kate. The Briar Club. 2024.




The Search Begins!

The 2024-2027 PW, Inc. Board and Search Committee gathered for their first meeting of the
triennium, and visited Caffe Gingko (o Birthday Offering recipient) for community building, a
delicious meal, and a look at what PW helps make possible.

It may feel like Presbyterian Women's 2024 Churchwide Gathering just
wrapped up, but work and plans for PW's future are already underway!

Members of the 2024-2027 Search Committee are beginning their task of
finding the next group of Presbyterian women to lead PW, Inc. during the
2027-2030 triennium. The positions being filled are:

Moderator

Vice Moderator

Search Committee Moderator

Five Regional Search Committee Members



¢ Six Members-at-large representing communities of color—
Indigenous/Native American, Black/African American/African,
Hispanic/Latina/Latino/Latink, Asian/Asian American, Middle
Eastern/North African and Korean/Korean American,

¢ Two Young Women Representatives-at-large (under the age of 35)

Candidates should have time and energy to participate, as well as a
passion for PW's ministry. Serving on PW's Board is a way to connect with
women from across the organization, and to help shape PW's impact more
broadly.

Do you know someone who stands out in your congregation, preshytery
and/or synod and would make a good leader for PW at the national level?

Download the nomination/application form, which also includes
requirements for Board members and where to send completed
nominations.

You can also help with finding PW's future leaders by inviting your regional
Search Committee members to your gatherings so they can meet all the
wonderful Preshyterian women in your synod, and look for candidates to
serve on the next Presbyterian Women's Churchwide Board of Directors.
Synods are represented as follows:

o Northeast and Boriquen—Bisi Shofu, bisi.shofu@gmail.com

o Alaska/Northwest, Pacific, Rocky Mountains, Southern California &
Hawaii, Southwest—Carolyn McBurney, carolynmcburney@gmail.com

¢ Lakes and Prairies, Mid America, Sun—Kitch Shatzer,
revkitch@hotmail.com

o Living Waters, Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic—]an Albert,
jtalbertky@gmail.com

» Covenant, Lincoln Trails, Trinity—Marvella Lambright,
lambrightmc@aol.com

If you have questions about requirements for service, the
nomination/application timeline or any other details, contact Search
Moderator Terri Sherman, terrisherman.pw@gmail.com.

Nominations are due November 1, 2025.

DOWNLOAD A NOMINATION FORM




Synod o

Lakes & Prairies

¢June 12-15

Plan to Register Early!

Registration is now open for PW’s 2025 Syn-
od Gathering, which will be held June 12-15 in Wa-
tertown, SD. Join Presbyterian women from around
our Synod in learning about, rejoicing in and em-
bodying what it means to “Let your Light Shine,” as
guided by Matt. 5:14-16.

Leadership Team

Elona Street Stewart will be our
Worship Leader. She serves as our Syn-
od Executive and has been part of PW
for more than 30 years. She was hon-
ored as a PW Woman of Faith in 2010
and was co-moderator of the 224" General Assem-
bly in 2020.

Rev. Kristi Holler will be our Music
Director. She is currently the pastor at
Emanuel Presbyterian Church in Marion,
SD.

Fern Cloud will be our
Artistic Director. She is a Native Ameri- |
can artist and member of the Sisseton
Wahpeton Dakota Tribe who lives in
Granite Falls, Minn.

N

Full Registration, $150

It’s the event you've been waiting three
years to attend. It begins with dinner reception on
Thursday and ends with morning worship on Sun-
day. A full registration is your ticket to community,
learning and worship with PW sisters from across
the region. It includes all meals, even snack breaks;
up to eight workshops from inspiring leaders; group
presentations; shopping; a program book; book
groups; mission opportunities; guest speakers; a
Gathering choir; and so much more!

Synod Gathering
All About the 2025 Synod Gathering
+ Watertown, SD

Letyour. | |

Light Shine /: |

Matthew 5:14-16

Single-day Registration, $75

Enjoy the day’s plenary sessions, provided
meals of the day, and select from the day’s pro-
gramming options, up to four workshops.

Pre-Gathering Event, $10 with full registration,
$35 for all others includes Thursday evening recep-
tion

A pre-gathering Mini Mission event will oc-
cur Thursday when we meet in the lobby at 8 a.m.
to carpool to the Lake Traverse Reservation. A full
day of tours, speakers, and special events are
planned, including a lunch hosted by our Dakota
Presbytery PW sisters.

Program Book Ads, starting at just $50

Now is the time to purchase your group/
individual ad for the program book. A full-page ad is
just $150. {Think of it as $50 per year to tell some-
one how much you appreciate them every trienni-
um.} A half-page ad is half the price at $75. And a
quarter-page ad is only $50.

Send your request and payment to Synod
Treasurer Terri Sherman at 12244 N 84th St.: Lin-
coln, NE 68517. Ad copy may be emailed to her at
terrisherman@windstream.net.

Gathering committee staff will happily build
your ad for you at no additional cost. Just submit
the information you want included and a photo, if
desired, and we’ll do the rest!

Register NOW to reserve
your spot!




2025 Synod Triennial Gathering

."' Synod Watertown, S.D.
(ZZJ Lakes s Prairies
June 12-15

Registration

Name:

Address:

Phone and email:

D $150.00 Full registration includes five meals and snack breaks.

D $75.00 One day registration includes two meals. Please circle one: Friday or Saturday.

D $10.00 Mini-Mission Experience with full registration. Includes lunch and transportation.
D $35.00 Mini-Mission Experience without full registration. Includes lunch, transportation and

evening reception.
D | can drive for the mini-mission trip and take passengers. [Gas money provided.]

Food allergies:

Emergency contact name and phone:

Book your room reservation with Ramkota Hotel direct using this number: 605-886-8011. Ask for the PW
Gathering rate. If you book online or use a different reservation telephone number, you will not be given the
discount rate. Rooms must be reserved by May 12 to receive the discount.

Roommate(s]:

There are a variety of rooms: Single and double kings and queens to accommodate up to four per room.

Some rooms are on the second floor and there is no elevator. If you are capable of accessing an upstairs
room, please book accordingly and save the ground floor rooms for the elderly and infirm. Thank you.

Please return this form to Maggie Horak at 5601 Barrington Park Dr.; Lincoln, NE 68516 by May 12, 2025.

The hotel offers a complimentary breakfast with both hot and cold items. There is a pool and fitness center.

Workshop schedules will be sent upon receipt of your registration.
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2025-2026 PW/Horizons Bible Study

Finding Wesilience, ]y, and
Our Toentity inJesus (hrigf

By Rhashell D. Hunter
Suggestions for Leaders by Joyce MacKichan Walker

n this Bible study, we will explore resilience. This is modeled for us by several biblical
characters, gospel and epistle writers, as well as Jesus. So, what exactly is resilience?

@asi/m is the ability to spring back into shape and to adapt well in the face of
adversity, trauma, tragedy, threats, or stress—such as from family, relationships,
health, workplace, and financial stressors. People who survive and thrive well in
change are resilient.

The Bible study is also about joy. How do we find joy in a chaotic world? Christian joy
may be different from how a lot of people define joy.

ﬂoy is sometimes confused with happiness. For Christians, joy can occur while we
are in the midst of difficult circumstances. Joy is the second fruit of the spirit,
preceded by love and followed by peace. [Gal. 5:22-23] Trusting in God when we are
in trying times can fill us with glorious joy and peace. We have joy in our suffering,
because ultimately our joy is found in Jesus Christ.

We will also seek to rediscover our identity.

I&entityis more than who we are or who we show ourselves to be. At its core, it points
to our humanity. Our core identity is not found in our titles, our positions,
our spouses, our partners, or our possessions. For Christians, our identity is found

in Jesus Christ. 2
]

[From the Introduction to Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ] a
bt
Learn more about this E .
Bible study by visiting == \

presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/resilience
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Officers for 2024-2025

Presbyterian Women in Homestead Presbytery

Moderator

Rev. Teresa Bartlett
Tbartlett98 @gmail.com
319-795-2911

First Presbyterian Church
216 W. 3 Street
Wayne, NE 68787

Vice Moderator

Rev. Jane Holtzclaw
Pastorjane728@gmail.com
269-277-4850

7421 Kentwell Lane
Lincoln, NE 68516

Secretary (Interim)

Joan Berglund
joanlberglund@gmail.com
402-440-5478

545 S. 28 Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Treasurer

Maggie Horak
mmhlin@outlook.com
402-429-0523

5601 Barrington Park Drive
Lincoln, NE 68516

Communications Coordinator

Cheryl Scott
cherlynscott@aol.com
402-792-2511

P.O. Box 28
Hickman, NE 68372

Coordinator Social Justice & Peace
Making

Christy Abraham
Christylou71@gmail.com
402-742-5025

2300 S. 23" Street
Lincoln, NE 68502

Coordinator of Celebration Giving &
Mission Opportunities

Janice Stege
jisteg@yahoo.com
402-570-2192

6144 Maple View Drive
Lincoln, NE 68512

Coordinator of Literature &
Resources

Vena Alesio
Venabeth4nu@gmail.com
402-432-3909

7901 Amelia Drive
Lincoln, NE 68516

Search Committee (North and
South)

Terri Sherman
terrisherman99@gmail.com

402-441-2823

12244 No. 84 Street
Lincoln, NE 68517

Cluster Leader (North and South)

Joan Berglund
joanlberglund@gmail.com
402-440-5478

545 S. 28 Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
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Cheryl Scott, Circuit Editor
P.O. Box 28
. p Hickman, NE 68372

PRESEYTERIAN
WOMEN

Please forward this email to
members of your PW or make copies
and give to those in your PW group.

Looking forward to seeing you on
Saturday, April 5%'at 9:30 am at
North Bend!




