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Trump Administration Repeals Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing Rule  
 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced last week that it 
is repealing the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) Rule calling it “complicated, 
costly, and ineffective.” In its place, HUD has unveiled a new rule called “Preserving Community 
and Neighborhood Choice,” which it says defines fair housing broadly to mean housing that, 
among other attributes, “is affordable, safe, decent, free of unlawful discrimination, and 
accessible under civil rights laws.” Now, a grantee’s certification that it has affirmatively 
furthered fair housing would be deemed sufficient if it proposes to take any action above what 
is required by statute related to promoting any of the attributes of fair housing. The new rule 
will be effective beginning September 8, 2020.  
  
In March, MHI, along with several state associations, submitted comments to HUD about 
amending the Department’s AFFH regulations. MHI provided two recommendations about how 
the AFFH regulations can be further strengthened to address local land use planning policies 
that exclude or inhibit manufactured housing.  
  
First, MHI argued the proposed rule should be modified to add factors or questions into the 
certification process that address land use planning and other actions that restrict 
manufactured homes.  
  
Second, MHI strongly argued that HUD must implement and enforce its enhanced preemption 
authority as mandated by law. Specifically, MHI called on HUD to revise and update its 1997 
Statement of Policy titled “State and Local Zoning Determinations Involving HUD Code” 
regarding the Department’s position concerning preemption and state and local zoning, 
planning, or development restrictions that either severely limit or outright prohibit manufactured 
housing. 
  
MHI will continue to work with Congress and the Administration to help alleviate state and local 
impediments to the placement of manufactured housing. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact MHI's Advocacy and Communications Department 
at MHIgov@mfghome.org or 703-558-0675.  
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