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WELL DONE! 

8 GKC Congregations have 

been recognized by our 

General Minister and 

President. See the insert! 

Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) of 
Greater Kansas City 
Connect Support Celebrate 

9401 Johnson Drive, Merriam KS 66203 
Www.kcdisciples.org 

Odell Talley Day proclaimed 

April 27, 2019 by the 

Unified Government of  

Wyandotte Co. & KCK 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.  

1 Peter 4:10 

2 Our Ministry 

     Is Global 

“Come as you are and God will meet 

you here!” 

      

    Living Water Christian 

Church is celebrating fifteen 

years of ministry in Parkville, 

Missouri.  They have 

consecrated a new sanctuary 

and set May 3rd for the Open 

House. 

     Rev. Laura Guy is the 

founding and current pastor.  

The church got its start as a place of 

welcome for all people and many 

have found a spiritual home here 

whose previous church experiences 

were discouraging.  The original 

building was a remodeled house that 

served a previous church start.  the 

congregation grew and raised enough 

money to expand their space with 

help from donors to our Region’s 

new church funds.   

     The new sanctuary features pieces 

of stained glass and pulpit and 

communion table from congregations 

that have closed—continuing their 

legacy and a sense of connection with 

the historic Church in a new space.  

Small tables and chairs make it possible 

for more intimate worship—hearkening 

back to settings familiar to the first 

disciples. 

General Assembly is coming up soon! 

So many new features mean 

something special for every member 

of the family.   

 

Register here:  ga.disciples.org 

 

WE ARE STARTING FIVE NEW CHURCHES 

AND TRANSFORMING FIVE EXISTING 

CHURCHES IN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!  Your continuing support of our New and Transforming Church work is changing lives and 

bringing the Gospel to new people in our communities! 

“ 

Rev. Dr. Delesslyn Kennebrew 

serves and leads as our Regional 

Minister for New and Transforming 

Churches.  To invite her to let you 

know the lastest developments in 

church transformation or for ideas 

about helping with new church 

starts: 

 

Email: DKennebrew@kcdisciples.org 

 

Visit: newtransformingchurch.com 

for more information about how we 

are, together, starting new churches 

in new ways! 

New and Transforming 

Church Commission members 

pictured: (L to R) Rev. Dr. 

Casey Sigmon, Rev. Travis 

Smith McKee, Rev. Sharon 

Cantrell, Rev. Lois Kelley, Rev. 

Tim Mabbot, Rev. Dr. 

Delesslyn Kennebrew.  Also, 

not pictured here: Rev. 

Johnny Lewis. 

https://www.facebook.com/CCGKC/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC5gh1rOvFbl2tZshCnlw3dWr60utqYu9Vdr1HmqApRVDTQyhk_AXCjnlD1Ww2AeViD1Kha22bQktxQ&hc_ref=ARSSpcT5mETb2984cfPviojcHwyU6KTTB02_GseX_E2EVXvjCH4yPPV8d5XYB-VhwzI&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD5B_cPK7ZUIOpRCDwhYi_4fd
http://livingwaterchristian.org/
http://livingwaterchristian.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/447099802696192/
https://www.facebook.com/events/447099802696192/
https://ga.disciples.org/
mailto:DKennebrew@kcdisciples.org
http://www.newtransformingchurch.com/


The Church is Global 

     With support from Country Club Christian Church and your gifts 
to Disciples Mission Fund, Global Ministry partner, Mrs. Joyce Larko 
Steiner, came to Greater Kansas City from Accra, Ghana in April.  
While here, she visited congregations, outreach projects and recovery 
programs.  She also met with members of Shawnee Community 
Christian Church who are exploring a People to People pilgrimage to 
Ghana in 2020 (and willing to take along a few other GKC Disciples!) 
     Mrs. Steiner serves as the Program Coordinator for the Christian 
Council of Ghana.  She works with social service innovators like 
Mother Olivia in the city of Ho who saw children living on the street 
and started a boarding school that provides education, nutritious food, 
and dormitories.  You help to make this possible! 

One of the important parts of the church’s crisis management 

plan was to involve firefighters and police to help with planning 

and training.  Emergency service providers actually appreciate 

being asked to do this since it helps them to be better informed 

partners should an emergency arise on the church campus. 

Micah Ministries made a huge impression on Ms. Steiner.  “Such a good program!  We need 

one like that in Accra.  I would like to start something like this back home.” 

 

New Vision is on a New Mission! 

     Congregations that grow are congregations that connect with 

their communities in ways that matter to God and neighbor.   

     New Vision Christian Church in Kansas City, MO just 

graduated another class from their 7-week Money Matters 

program that features lessons from experts in finance, 

budgeting, insurance, investing and stewardship.  They are 

beginning an Adopt-a-Block program starting June 8.  

Volunteers are working closely with homeowners to plan what 

will be an expanding community mission to assist with repairs 

and upkeep.  This mission is open to all KC Disciples.   Call 

816.763.1766 for more information.  

     What distinguishes this congregation is leadership 

development.  They invest in making sure that members have 

opportunities to put their spiritual gifts into practice inside and 

outside the congregation.   

     In his new book, EXEMPLIFY: Carrying Vision to the Goal, 

New Vision Pastor, Rev. Dr. Kevin Harris, explains the 

importance of visionary leadership and reminds the Church:   

“. . . you must believe in your team and their ability to execute.” 

 
During the celebration of Minister Odell 
Talley’s life and music ministry, Deacon 
Paul Burnett sang a powerful rendition of 
the song cited above. 
 
Normally, I am all about Jesus’ 
unconditional love for all, how we don’t 
earn the grace that is freely given.  On 
that night, and since then,  McKinney’s 
question has haunted me. 
 
At the urging of one of my mentors, Rev. 
Dr. Tex Sample, I’ve been reading 
Vincent Miller’s CONSUMING RELIGION: 
Christian Faith and Practice in a 
Consumer Culture.  Miller does not 
disparage consumption.  His aim is to call 
attention to the way we, as members of 
a consumer culture, can treat our faith 
and practice as commodities.   
 
Our baptisms were invitations to a 
lifetime of leadership, service, and 
evangelism in a variety of forms.  The 
Church is not and never has been “ours.” 
To hear the way we sometimes talk 
about our ministries, we can sound more 
like proud owners than God’s stewards. 
 
Jesus does not demand nor require 
satisfaction.  He did not demand a 
profession of faith before healing, 
feeding, or teaching.  He urges but does 
not require perfecting.  He certainly 
deserves satisfaction from having called 
each of us into his “marvelous light.”    (1 
Peter 2:9).  What might “satisfying” Jesus 
be for you, for your congregation, for our 
Region, in this Easter season? 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

Rev. William B. Rose-Heim 

Regional Minister and 
President 

See a short video to learn how!  

christianchurchfoundation.org 

“I am satisfied with Jesus . . . Is my    
Master satisfied with me?” 
  SATISFIED WITH JESUS 
  B.B. McKinney 

Joyce (right)  describes to Pastor Daniel Kimani Kungu (left) of All Nations 

Breakthrough Community how Global Ministries assists with a fish-smoking project 

that provides enough income to parents to keep their children at home, away from 

human trafficking.   

The Café at New Vision offers weekly opportunities for fellowship around food—just 

one of the many ways that the church combines mission funding and celebration. 

https://www.globalministries.org/ghana
http://www.christiancouncilofghana.org/Pages/Office-Staff.php
http://www.christiancouncilofghana.org/Pages/Office-Staff.php
https://www.globalministries.org/a_pilgrimage_through_ghana_and_south_africa_reflections_of_disciples_regional_ministers
https://www.amazon.it/Exemplify-Carrying-Vision-Kevin-Harris/dp/0986408719
https://www.amazon.it/Exemplify-Carrying-Vision-Kevin-Harris/dp/0986408719
mailto:kharris@nvcckc.org
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi1zMnpzILiAhVlklsKHdqlAw8YABABGgJ5bQ&sig=AOD64_1S1YHzmZ66AdElEFdck5-5C2Iocg&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwjoyL_pzILiAhUCeKwKHXA6A7kQ9aACCDQ&adurl=
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi1zMnpzILiAhVlklsKHdqlAw8YABABGgJ5bQ&sig=AOD64_1S1YHzmZ66AdElEFdck5-5C2Iocg&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwjoyL_pzILiAhUCeKwKHXA6A7kQ9aACCDQ&adurl=
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi1zMnpzILiAhVlklsKHdqlAw8YABABGgJ5bQ&sig=AOD64_1S1YHzmZ66AdElEFdck5-5C2Iocg&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwjoyL_pzILiAhUCeKwKHXA6A7kQ9aACCDQ&adurl=
https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/
https://www.globalministries.org/w2ww_south_africa_and_ghana

