
Why Discernment? 

 

dis·cern·ment 
/dəˈsərnmənt/ 
 

 

noun 
1. 1. 

the ability to judge well. 
2. 2. 

(in Christian contexts) perception in the absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual 
guidance and understanding. 

 

God is invested in helping us find the best solution to an important challenge that reflects God’s 

intentions as well as our own.  Why?  Because God loves us and wants for all of us to enjoy abundant life 

and to help in making that happen for everyone. 

Discernment begins with humility.  We can know a lot.  We cannot know everything about anything.  

There is more to understand than what seems obvious to any of us.  We pray:  God, what do You want 

me/us to do?  We keep alert for God’s response (because God will respond).   

We do this together, not always at the same time or in the same space.  Knowing that others are praying 

for discernment and remaining open to a response from God is powerful.  Gathering back together and 

sharing what we have seen, heard, felt, thought from God often time results in recognizable patterns 

from which we can make discern a common vision that God is sharing with us – through us. 

As contemporary disciples of Jesus it is good to remember that he was always discerning.   

 “I assure you that the Son can’t do anything by himself except what he sees the Father doing.  

Whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise.”  John 5: 19b-20 CEB 

 

Discernment is not magic, nor does it require formal theological training.  Anyone who truly desires to 

know the will of God can perceive it. 

 

As Greater Kansas City Disciples consider what God desires for the future of Tall Oaks, we can learn as 

much as we can, continually ask God to let us know what God wants, and come to share what God has 

shared with you at one of the ninety-minute listening sessions taking place this summer throughout our 

Region. 

 

I highly recommend this video resource to help with your discernment: 

A Practice of Discernment: a guided meditation for after learning what you can when checking out the 

information on the Tall Oaks Discernment Resources web page  https://www.kcdisciples.org/TODR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dip-bEO4QE0  (You Tube   18 minutes) 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS983US983&q=how+to+pronounce+discernment&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoyy3w8sc9YSmTSWtOXmPU4-INKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLnYglJLcoV4pfi5eJOySxOTi3Ky03NK7FiUWJKzeNZxCqTkV-uUJKvUADUlg_Ul6qApAoAkVYGz2EAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=us&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0YON-dr3AhV3JUQIHY0lDQsQ3eEDegQIBBAK
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS983US983&q=how+to+pronounce+discernment&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoyy3w8sc9YSmTSWtOXmPU4-INKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLnYglJLcoV4pfi5eJOySxOTi3Ky03NK7FiUWJKzeNZxCqTkV-uUJKvUADUlg_Ul6qApAoAkVYGz2EAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=us&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0YON-dr3AhV3JUQIHY0lDQsQ3eEDegQIBBAK
https://www.kcdisciples.org/TODR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dip-bEO4QE0

