
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL! 
 

We celebrate you - clergy and congregational leaders and staff - who have gone over and above the call 
of duty to provide leadership and pastoral care during nine of the most difficult months for the Church 
in many years.  Your perseverance and all that you have accomplished has inspired all of us. 

We pray for you.  The pandemic has not ended and for some the increase in need for pastoral care 
comes at the same time that congregations are usually busily preparing for Advent and Christmas.  It is 
very difficult to live with so much uncertainty and extra work for too long.  We will need divine 
intervention to make it through and to reimagine what it means to be the Church we say we are. 

We applaud those congregations that insist that their pastoral and administrative staff take their days 
off and their vacations.   I am hearing from some of our most faithful and effective clergy that they are 
exhausted – not something they would ever think to say to lay leaders because they are being strong for 
those they serve. They experience high levels of stress balancing increased workloads, leading and 
serving through a camera rather than face to face, and taking care of their families.  

Thank God for lay leaders who have taken on more of the responsibilities to do what needs to be done.  
Kudos to those mature enough to realize that we cannot do everything perfectly and some tasks will not 
get the attention they used to receive before COVID19 became a factor.  We are learning what we can 
let go as we simplify and make room for what is before us. 

We share with you deep concern about what this time has revealed to us about the divisions and 
inequities among us.  We cannot unsee them.  We know that when the election results are finalized 
there will be a large number of very disappointed and frustrated people.  Lying, people affirming liars, 
and those who prefer to sling opinions rather than face facts has eroded trust in our communities.  Can 
we learn to trust each other again? We will have to find a way because we are still commanded by Christ 
to love God and neighbor (all neighbors). 

We join you in hope. KC Disciples are creatively collaborating to a degree we have not seen for some 
time.  Talk of sharing staff, facilities and resources is happening throughout our Region.  There are now 
four distinct groups of clergy meeting on line monthly.  Elders are meeting with me online on fourth 
Sundays at 5 pm and the way they support and inform each other makes serving during this time a little 
more rewarding for everyone.  Even traditions like the upcoming Tall Oaks Gala have been reworked to 
take place online.  Inspiring! 



We appreciate your patience as we try to respond to requests for more help.  A new web page is going 
up on kcdisciples.org next week that will have links to resources that congregations are willing to share 
with each other at no cost.  All we ask is that you observe copyright laws regarding publishing or 
showing material that is not original. 

We are grateful.  Grateful to God who called us all to serve in this time. Grateful to you, KC Disciples; 
faithful, loving and wise even when present realities require more of you than think you can give. 

Thank you! 

Bill Rose-Heim 
Regional Minister and President 


