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This month the Environmental Justice Ministry is focusing on some problems & solutions 

of living with plastic. Below is an overview from the wonderful resource Waterkeeper 

Alliance. 
 

Chemical products derived from petroleum, called petrochemicals, are essential for 

plastic production. The rapid growth of the petrochemical industry is directly linked to a 

recent boom in US shale production. Petrochemical plants rely on toxic fracking methods 

to obtain fossil fuels, & they release massive amounts of greenhouse gases & other 

chemicals into the atmosphere. 

 

Plastics contaminate our waterways & oceans & fill up our landfills. Communities near 

petrochemical plants are exposed to air & water pollution. Noxious plastic particles 

(microplastics) leach from our water bottles & food containers, polluting our bodies. 

 

Fossil fuel use is destructive at every step, from extraction to transportation to 

combustion. If we are to ensure a safe climate for current & future generations, we 

must reduce purchasing plastic items as much as possible & get creative at finding safe 

alternatives. 

 

We can stop encouraging production of petrochemical products by: 

● Supporting plastic bans in your community 

● Telling your state legislators to resist preemption legislation & to not enact a “ban 

on a ban” that will prevent regulation of plastic. 

● Consider using plastic-free alternatives whenever possible, such as reusable bags, 

glass containers, choosing items with non-plastic packaging. (Look for the new 

plant-based plastics, such as plastic drinking cups. 

●   Insist that our leaders to strengthen & enforce environmental protections 

 

One last thought: During the pandemic our plastic consumption increased drastically. 

Think of all the takeout containers & plastic utensils that have been used, disposable 

gloves tossed out, grocery bags handed out when reusable ones were prohibited due to 

safety concerns. Now is the time to tell our leaders (again) to leave it in the ground.  
 

Waterkeeper Alliance, 180 Maiden Lane, Suite 603, New York, NY 10038  

waterkeeper.org 

 

REMEMBER TO: REDUCE,  REUSE,  RE-PURPOSE,  RECYCLE   
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