
The First Unitarian Environmental Justice Ministry seeks passage this session of the Climate and 

Community Investment Act which assesses a fee on companies that produce or import fossil fuels into 

the state.  Part of the money is rebated to most low/moderate income residents so they come out even 

or ahead.  Another part of the money funds large scale projects like wind and solar so we move more 

rapidly toward GHG emission reductions needed by 2030 and beyond. Another part of the money raised 

goes directly to community-based organizations in disadvantage communities to improve energy 

efficiency in homes, apartments, schools and public buildings. These projects generate 150,000  good  

jobs  with priority given to residents of frontline communities.  

How you can help:  We are members of  NYRenews and they have made it very easy to contact 

legislators.  You just use NYRenews faith calling tool at https://www.nyrenews.org/call-faith-day-of-

action .   You just have to put your full address into the tool and your phone number and then the 

service will call you back directly and connect you to a legislator. Have your phone ready to use when 

you tap ‘make the call.’  When you finish one call, don’t  hang up, just  press  the *  and the system will 

then call the next legislator.    It will connect you to your local Assemblymember, your local State 

Senator, and then to Assembly Speaker Heastie and Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins.  You can 

just say you want to leave a message for the legislator, something like “My name is _____ and I live in 

______.  As a Unitarian Universalist I think it is very important for New York State to aggressively take 

action to address climate change in a just manner.  I ask you to support and pass the Climate and 

Community Investment Act this session of the legislature.”  This will likely take less than 5 minutes.   Call 

John Keevert at 585 473 0295 if you experience problems.  

If you can spend another minute, a different tool will send an email message to the members of the 

Environmental Conservation Committees where the CCIA is currently stuck.   To do this, go to 

nyrenews.org/encon-ccia  and fill in your name, zip code and email, and when you tap ‘Add Your Voice,’ 

the message on the page will go to our target list of legislators using your email address.   We truly 

appreciate your taking the time to help us move this legislation, and your children may thank you also, 

(eventually!)  

Background:   The First Unitarian Environmental Justice Ministry is a member of NYRenews, a 275+ 

member coalition that pushed passage of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act in 2019 

which set an aggressive schedule of greenhouse gas reduction and put in place committees tasked with 

doing it, but lacked funding.  NYRenews now has a bill, S4264a/A6967, called the Climate and 

Community Investment Act (CCIA)  that sets a fee that energy companies must pay when producing or 

importing fossil fuels (oil, natural gas, or coal) into the state.   At $55/ton of carbon or co-pollutants, it is 

expected to generate $15 billion per year for the first decade.  This fee raises the cost of using carbon-

based fuels closer to the total social cost that society incurs, considering pollution, health effects, and 

the disasters wrought by driving climate change.  We think it totally appropriate that the polluters pay 

this fee.   How much of the fee they pass on to consumers is up to them.  Expecting some cost increase, 

the CCIA rebates 30% of the money back in a manner that insures the lower 60% of wage earners come 

out even or ahead.   More importantly, this is a new source of money that can be used to accelerate the 

needed shift to renewable energy.  Thirty percent of the funds will go to climate jobs and large-scale 

projects to transition New York to a 100% renewable economy, including large solar arrays, offshore 

wind, grid stability, and investments in vehicle electrification & public transit.  If we have to wait for 

market forces such as falling prices for solar energy to bring about the shift, estimates suggest it will 

occur in 30-40 years, well past the irreversible tipping points of climate crisis.  One attractive feature of 
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NYRenews is a strong commitment to addressing the intersecting crises of racism, economic inequality,  

and climate change.  The new projects come with a requirement that all jobs pay union prevailing 

wages, have apprenticeship programs, and give priority to New Yorkers from frontline communities, 

women, and previously incarcerated.  The remaining third of the funds go directly to community-based 

organizations in frontline communities to fund local programs such as community-owned solar and 

local/distributed renewables, and energy efficiency for homes, schools & community facilities. 

CURRENT SITUATION- You may have already heard from those in service to fossil fuel companies about 

a ‘terrible new gasoline tax,’ without them mentioning the substantial rebates that offset it or the social 

goals funded by it.  The fee the CCIA sets, if all passed on, would in fact raise gasoline by 55 cents/gal, to 

levels we already experienced a decade ago.    This is in line with ’putting a price on carbon,’ as 

recommended by UN General Secretary António Guterres and many others, and I hope you feel it is a 

worthwhile strategy and will tell your NYS legislators you support the CCIA.   They need to hear from 

you, as they are hearing from those fooled by FF companies’ mis-information.  

 

 


