
The Story of Willow Lake Farm
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT ENGLISH MANOR COMPOUND 
Fishkill, New York
· ORIGINALLY DEVELOPED BY FIRST MAYOR OF FISHKILL 
· PROPERTY SERVES AS MILESTONE FOR LAND OWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY IN
NEW YORK STATE HISTORY – ROOTS IN 1683 TREATY
Movies and HBO series have been filmed on these grounds.  Celebrities have enjoyed extended residence during shoots in the Hudson Valley.  Weddings and other special moments have graced this historically significant and bucolic property.   The pureness of spring and stream waters running through the property have been utilized for curative purposes as well as feeding a former fish hatchery, still on grounds.
The historical significance of this property dates back far earlier than its first development as Knickerbocker Lodge in the late 1800’s by the first mayor of Fishkill, Henry DuBois Van Wyck.  The lands that include the now Willow Lake Farm were instrumental in what became a historic milestone in land ownership opportunity in the then New York colony. 
The roots of property transfer on lands initially a 68,000-acre parcel, with now 105 of those acres encompassing Willow Lake Farm, date back to a 1683 Treaty between the Wappingers First Nation tribe and Frances Rombout, speculator from New York City and his partner, Gulian Verplank, a second generation American in the beaver trade.  The land was granted by King James II in patent to the financiers in 1865.
Initially utilized as tenant farmland, Madame Brett inherited 28,000 acres from Rombout in the early 1700’s.  At the time, land was owned by social elite with land tenants farming. Brett’s financial circumstance of being land rich and cash poor necessitated the sale of acreage in smaller parcels to those outside of the “social elite.”  These transactions introduced progressive change and positioned what is now Dutchess County area as a pioneer locale for land ownership opportunity in New York.
Historic relics remain for the curious at Willow Lake Farm.  It is believed stone walls still intact could date back to the 1700’s with construct by Washington’s troops during the Revolutionary War.  Additionally, the blacksmiths fire pit used to hand forge iron hardware throughout the current residence and other historic relics can still be found on property.  
The property was developed from farmland into the Knickerbocker Lodge in the late 1800’s by Henry DuBois Van Wyck, first mayor of Fishkill, NY, as a retreat for the city elite.  From the unfortunate ashes of the Lodge in the early 1900’s arose Willow Lake Farm in 1924.  The inspiration for this architecturally significant stone country English Manor residence came directly from visits abroad by the soon to be first owner.  With admiration for residences dotting England’s countryside, exacting detail to replicate architectural features was relayed for construction upon return to the states.  
The primary residence at Willow Lake Farm encompasses 4,560 square feet of living space with five bedrooms, three full and two half bathrooms.  In tribute to its original construction, the back of one of the four wood burning fireplaces, located in the study off the primary bedroom, reads “1924.”  The generous lakeside patio rests atop stone remains of the Knickerbocker Lodge.  Historic details and fine craftsmanship have been carefully preserved throughout the residence and property while updating with modern amenities.   
Original glass lead panes throughout the residence delight with specks of rose and green glass, casting color in beams of natural light throughout the home.  The fine craftsmanship of original Oak hardwood floors with hand sawn cut, known for aversion to rotting and warping along with its propensity to maintain original grain appearance.  The now extinct American Chestnut wood graces the finely crafted banister and trim work.  In true English Manor detail, the classic slate roof and stone siding have withstood the test of time in both function in style.
The main residence, celebrating its hundred-year anniversary this year, along with three additional guest houses spanning five individual units, each with their own kitchen and some with fireplaces, were constructed between 1928 and 1982.   The cumulative living space on the property comfortably accommodates 20+ guests in over 10,000 square feet.
Additionally, nestled in the woods on stone pillars, Tree Tops has been a creative retreat on the property since the 1920’s.  An interesting architectural feature can be found in the stone support columns and interior walls, constructed in the form of a parallelogram rather than typical right angle.  This creates a floating sensation with stream and waterfall cascading to its side.   Other outbuildings include the Hen House with coop, greenhouse, workshop/horse stalls, stable, an open-air lakeside gazebo built atop an 1800’s stone water tower and a screened gazebo resting stream side along with two and three car garages.
Options for peaceful rejuvenation, creative inspiration and active ventures abound on this historic property.  The five-acre spring fed swimming lake glistens, trails once for horse drawn carriage now offer myriad activity options as they traverse in and out of the woods while serene lake and stream side gazebos offer respite.   This unique property graciously gifts an experience in both well-being and history with a pass of the torch in the waiting for its next stewards.
Willow Lake Farm is represented by Sandra Park, Global Luxury Specialist and Licensed Real Estate Broker affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty in New York.  This historically significant estate compound just listed for $4,385,000.  The property is also listed with the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury Program in coordination with Ms. Park.   For more information on the property and to schedule a private tour, contact Sandra Park at spark@hudsonvalleynest.com or 914-522-6282.



