
Saturday Is Transgender Day of Remembrance 

Each year on November 20 we take time to honor the memory of the transgender people 

whose lives were lost in acts of anti-transgender violence.  This Saturday Phoenix Center will 

host the 7th Annual Transgender Day of Remembrance memorial service.  The event will take 

place at OUT on Adams (413 E. Adams Street in Springfield) at 5:00 PM. The event will be 

outside and will feature various speakers from the community including Pastor Susan and a 

reading of the names of those who were killed since November 20 of last year.  The event will 

be followed by a short memorial walk to the Old State Capitol if the weather permits. 

What is Transgender Day of Remembrance and Why Is It Important? 

Transgender advocate and founder of the Day of Remembrance Gwendolyn Ann Smith says, 

“Transgender Day of Remembrance seeks to highlight the losses we face due to anti-

transgender bigotry and violence.  I am no stranger to the need to fight for our rights, and the 

right to simply exist is first and foremost.  With so many seeking to erase transgender people – 

sometimes in the most brutal ways possible – it is vitally important that those we lose are 

remembered, and that we continue to fight for justice.” 

According to the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 2021 has become the deadliest year on record 

for transgender and non-binary people.  At least 45 transgender or gender non-conforming 

people have been killed this year.  The term “at least” is added because it is likely that there are 

many more that go unreported.  The year with the previous record of those killed was 2020.  

This epidemic of violence disproportionately impacts trans women of color.  Four in five of all 

anti-transgender homicides are trans women of color. 

In addition to the ongoing violence against transgender people this year there have been an 

unprecedented number of anti-transgender bills in state legislatures.  At least 35 bills that 

would prohibit transgender youth from being able to access best-practice, age-appropriate, 

gender affirming medical care were introduced at a state level across the country.  Ten states 

so far have passed these restrictive laws.   

Along with the legislation comes a resurgence of stigmatizing and demeaning rhetoric from 

cultural, social and political figures domestically and internationally.  Recent data shows that 

public opinion and attitudes about transgender and gender non-conforming people have direct 

impacts on rates of violence against these communities.   

What can we do as people of faith? 

It is not enough to grieve the loss of victims of anti-transgender violence.  We must honor their 

memories with action.  As people of faith and followers of Christ we have a duty to stand up for 

those who are marginalized by society.  We take up for those whom society (NOT GOD) views 

as the least of these.  We can help by: 



 Educating ourselves – learning about what it means to be transgender, gender non-

conforming and non-binary.  Remember that these are fellow humans and not subjects 

or projects.  Talk to or read materials authored by people who identify as one of these 

categories.  Take the time to research the unfair laws and take stands against them. 

 Speaking out – call out people who use stigmatizing and demeaning rhetoric, especially 

those who claim to be Christians.  Remind them that we are all God’s creation and 

equally beloved of God. 

 Create a sanctuary – the church must be a safe place for all no matter how they 

identify.  We have a responsibility to stand with and protect those who may be the 

targets of bigotry and violence.   

 Join others in increasing awareness of transgender and gender non-conforming folks.  

HRC has a program called “Count Me In” that offers a number of ways you can be 

supportive.  Follow this link for more information: 

https://www.hrc.org/campaigns/count-me-in  

https://www.hrc.org/campaigns/count-me-in

