
The Book Group will meet Tuesday, February 18th, at the Coffee Depot, 501 Main Street, 

Warren RI, at 11:30 AM.    They will be discussing Swimming Lessons by Claire Fuller: 

 

“Did Ingrid Coleman drown or just disappear during the summer of 1992? Fuller's richly layered 

second novel raises these questions and more. In 1976, Ingrid makes plans after college 

graduation, but before finishing her studies, she falls in love with her literature professor Gil 

Coleman. They marry after Ingrid gets pregnant, Gil is dismissed to avoid scandal, and they 

move to a building on the grounds of his once luxurious family property. Gil retreats to a 

separate cottage to write, shutting out Ingrid and daughters Flora and Nan. During June 1992, -

Ingrid writes her recollections of their past in daily letters to Gil. She then inserts them in 

appropriately titled books among his vast collection. After writing her last letter, she vanishes. 

Eleven years later, Flora and Nan return to the family home after Gil, while following an 

apparition of his wife, takes a tumble down a cliff. Gil is also suffering from pancreatic cancer 

and his final wish is to burn all his books, hundreds of them. Secrets from the past unfold as 

Flora and Nan deal with their dying father and their mother's mysterious disappearance. -

VERDICT Saving the best for last with revelations and surprises, Fuller's well-crafted, intricate 

tale captures the strengths and shortcomings of ordinary people to show how healing is 

possible by confronting the darkest places.” 

 

For information about the group, please contact Helen Schall at helenschall@hotmail.com or 

245-4724. All are welcome!   

 


